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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW 
January 25, 2018 
 
TIGER WOODS  ( E) 
 
 
Q.  Your last start on the PGA TOUR a year ago at this event, Farmers Insurance 
Open.  You shot an even par 72.  What was it like for you out there? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  It was fun, it was fun to compete again.  It was fun to be out there.  We 
had a great pairing today.  Pat played great, Charley was solid all day and I was probably a 
little bit rusty. 
 
Q.  You nearly brought down the house on the par 3 16th.  We have the monitor here.  
 
TIGER WOODS:  It looked good from the tee, but obviously we can't see anything land from 
back there. 
 
Q.  So let's take a look if we could.  You nearly jarred it to just a couple inches.  Take 
me through the shot.  
 
TIGER WOODS:  Yeah, it was just a full 6-iron, just tried to throw it up in the air as high as I 
could because these greens are really springy and it felt good, looked good, and then we 
listened for some noise. 
 
Q.  There's the bounce.  Wind got it.  You can hear the roars from across the course 
here at Torrey Pines.  You're a guy throughout your career you've been able to make 
adjustments with your game.  What adjustments are you going to focus on now going 
into round No. 2? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Well, I've got to hit my irons a little better than I did today.  I didn't hit them 
very close, I didn't give myself a lot of looks, and then you know it's hard to -- it's hard to 
make a lot of birdies when you're not giving yourself any looks.  I didn't do that today.  So 
tomorrow hopefully drive a little bit better, hit my irons a lot closer and we've got the better of 
the two greens tomorrow so we'll see what happens. 
 
Q.  Tiger, assess today's round.  You looked good to me and you went after some 
shots with a lot of authority so you looked really healthy out there.  
 
TIGER WOODS:  I'm fine with that, I just didn't hit my irons very well today, didn't hit 
anything else.  I didn't give myself a lot of looks out there and consequently I didn't make a 
lot of birdies.  I didn't play the par 5s as well either, I believe I played them only even par.  
So tomorrow hopefully I can drive it a little bit better, hit my irons obviously a lot closer and 
we're going to the better side for greens and hopefully I can make a few. 
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Q.  You made a good iron shot at 16, that was almost a hole-in-one.  
 
TIGER WOODS:  I just saw it on the monitor here, but it's just a full 6-iron, throw it up in the 
air, the greens are really springy, try and land it soft.  And we can't see anything land from 
back there so we're just listening for some noise and people started cheering. 
 
Q.  Are you nervous starting out a day like today? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Of course, yeah, I'm always nervous.  I care about what I do and it was 
fun to feel that competitive rush again and try -- have a scorecard in my hand and try and 
post a number. 
 
Q.  Are you less nervous because it's a course that you love so much? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  I wouldn't say less nervous.  I still feel the same excitement, the same 
nerves, and hopefully one day I'll be able to play that first hole well.  It's been not very good 
since they redesigned it.  Before it was just no problem, hit it down there, hit a wedge on the 
green, make my birdie and go on, but now with the redo I just don't quite carry it 330 in the 
air.  Unfortunately, I either go left of the bunker or right of the bunker. 
 
Q.  Did you have a number in mind today? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Today?  I was just -- I didn't think there were going to be that many good 
scores out there.  I mean I'm in over 80th spot and shot even par.  There was no wind out 
there to actually kind of give us any trouble.  The greens are springy, they were bouncing a 
little bit, it was tough to judge a little bit.  But obviously they gave us some room on some of 
the pins because they don't want to -- obviously they have to make some adjustments for 
tomorrow so they always used to give us some room.  Come the weekend they'll tuck them 
a little bit more. 
 
Q.  Since they counted this time, which part of your game were you happiest with 
under the gun, quote unquote, you know? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  I would say what I was happiest with was feeling comfortable with my 
putter.  The greens are bumpy and I hit a lot of good putts.  I missed one at 13 but I hit a lot 
of good ones, which is good, it's a good sign going into tomorrow. 
 
Q.  (Inaudible) your approach on 13? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  No, I just stuck it straight in the ground.  No, I got underneath it and then 
stuck in the ground. 
 
Q.  Do you ever remember being in that many bunkers on the South course? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  No, I really don't.  I didn't do a very good job of getting up and down, 
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either.  Hopefully tomorrow I do a little better job. 
 
Q.  Tiger, can you take us back to No. 6 where you almost eagled? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Yeah, I hit a good drive down the middle of the fairway.  I had 230 front 
slightly downhill, hit a 4-iron, tried to land it -- we said anything between 230 and 235 should 
get all the way up there.  It rolled about three feet.  I hit a good putt.  It was a double 
breaking putt and just hung on the lip. 
 
Q.  Back to 16, you talked about it on radio but you almost holed it? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  Yeah, it was a 6-iron.  Both Charlie and Pat both hit 6-irons so I knew it 
was a good 6-iron for me, just had to throw it up in the air.  Anything that lands over the 
bunker's going to be fine and I hit a good one, it was up in the air soft and we just listened 
for some noise.  I hit it the way I wanted to, I hit the shape and traj, and from the replay 
looked like it almost went in. 
 
Q.  How did you feel walking on the first tee this morning, and overall what did you 
think about the crowd reaction today? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  I thought it was incredible.  They were into it, they were supportive.  It was 
nice to come back to southern California again, I miss it out here, I miss playing this golf 
course.  Always feels good to come out here and play Torrey Pines.  And on the first hole I 
felt great.  Obviously I didn't hit a very good shot. 
 
Q.  What did you feel that you didn't expect to feel today? 
 
TIGER WOODS:  I don't know.  I felt pretty good all day.  The only thing I had to say, I didn't 
hit any good iron shots.  I need to clean up my iron game for tomorrow and give myself a lot 
more looks at it. 
 
Q.  Tiger, you looked so much more under control than last year, just seemed like 
your body was so much smoother, your swing was so much smoother and you're 
hitting the heck out of the ball.  You're hitting 20, 30 yards longer.  
 
TIGER WOODS:  Yeah, I am.  That's what happens when your back is fused and I'm not 
having nerve pain down my leg, so those are good feelings. 
  


