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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW    
January 24, 2018 
 
LEXI THOMPSON 
 
 
MODERATOR:  We're here at the first event of the 2018 LPGA season and joined by Lexi 
Thompson.  First of all, thank you for coming to talk to us today.  How are you feeling, first 
event of the year back in paradise?  
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  Really good.  Always nice to be able to come back to the Bahamas and 
play here.  It's hard to focus on the golf with the amazing views that we get on the golf 
course here, but glad to be starting up and looking forward to the week, hope we get some 
good weather. 
 
MODERATOR:  Last year you lost in a playoff but you had an awesome week, including a 
61 that was the second lowest score in relation to par in LPGA history, one behind Annika.  
What was last year's tournament here like for you and why were you able to play so well?  
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  The course was in great shape like it always is.  We got some great 
weather last year, which definitely helps.  It's a lot more birdies when it's not, you know, 
howling wind like the last three holes on my last day here last year.  But yeah, it all depends 
on the weather out here.  If it gets super windy, it's definitely a challenge to trust some of the 
lines you have to take off the tees.  But it was a great week and good playoff there with 
Brittany.  We both played very well along with all the other players. 
 
MODERATOR:  The 61 in particular, what do you remember about that round?  You were to 
dialed in. 
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, I was talking about it with my caddie Kevin today.  I believe I 
started on the back nine, I hit it over the green and I chipped in, then I made eagle on the 
next hole, then I went birdie, birdie, birdie, birdie.  I'm like, that's all I remember.  I don't 
remember my second nine but I know my first nine.  I got on quite the roll, then the cameras 
started to come out and I went all right, I'm going on 59 watch, I guess.  But yeah, it was 
definitely a memorable week. 
 
MODERATOR:  Hard to shoot 59 when it's a par 73. 
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  Yes, makes it a little more difficult. 
 
Q.  So from a golf standpoint, what did you do this offseason that was different than 
what you've done previously? 
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, well, past offseasons I was able to practice a lot more than I was 
this offseason.  I took about four weeks off with no golf this offseason.  It was definitely 
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needed, but as you know I had trouble with my hand, I had to rest it and got some MRIs 
done and everything.  Just overuse.  But it was a lot needed time off.  I spent a lot of time 
with my family, my friends.  But then I really got into practicing, working on my ball striking 
and worked a lot on my putting.  That always seems to be (inaudible) in the offseason. 
 
Q.  Last year you putted a lot better than you had in previous years but there were 
some key misses.  Was there anything specific that you worked on this year? 
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  I would say just getting more comfortable over the putts.  The few putts 
that I missed I think I was just rushed a little bit and then my mind got offtrack.  It's really all 
for me just visualizing the putt going in and just being comfortable over the putt and making 
sure I do my routine and take my time.  A little bit just on taking the putter a little bit straighter 
back and straighter through, but that's what I've been working on the last few years. 
 
Q.  You've taken a month off, most people have taken a year off with -- 
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  Oh, I know, trust me.  It about killed me.  I was like what do I do with 
myself?  I still worked out and I had to be careful with my hand, but yeah, it was tough but it 
was needed.  I just needed to shut down because I worked extremely hard last year. 
 
Q.  What did you do?  (Inaudible.) 
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  No.  Actually, I did watch a lot of TV but I didn't get into any series.  Just 
spent a lot of time at home with my family, and Christmastime we always get together for 
about that whole week and just really enjoyed that time with them.  Other than that, I laid in 
bed a lot.  It was nice just being in my own bed.  Yeah, not too much.  I didn't go anywhere, I 
stayed in Florida. 
 
Q.  And last one for me, the offseason is usually a time when people can look back 
and reflect from the year before and set goals for the new year.  When you look back 
on last year, do you look back at some of the events like this one, like ANA and say, 
you know, I really was kind of snakebit there, or do you try to take positives from it? 
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, I would say I took more of the positives away.  Last year was my 
best year yet just overall how consistent I was and just how I struck the ball and the putts 
that I made under pressure.  There was a lot of positives to take from it and that's really, 
when I came out of the year I got, I don't know, six seconds and then a few wins and then 
the Solheim Cup win.  It was a very memorable year.  So you can't look at the negatives with 
anything, you've just got to take the positives from every situation and go on. 
 
Q.  Did your hand hurt at any point last year or was it just I need to get this checked 
out? 
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  It did, it started hurting -- well, I had it taped in Indiana but it wasn't like 
too bad there.  But when I went to Japan later in the year, that's when it kind of started 
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hurting.  It's not really my wrist, it's kind of like in my thumb and in this like webbing area so 
it's hard to tape and everything.  I was just taping my wrist to take some strain off it.  But it's 
fine, I can still play golf.  It's just like a little tender on some shots, mainly in my woods. 
 
Q.  What does it feel like -- I know you can't remember all your shots from last year, 
but what does the zone feel like? 
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  The zone?  Yeah, it's tough to explain.  Just being an athlete and 
getting in the zone.  Like my second nine at Solheim Cup, I would say that was the best 
zone I can possibly say I was in.  It's just when you feel so confident and you just play 
fearlessly.  I was aiming at every pin, I knew I had nothing to lose, I was already 4-down, 4 
or 5-down and I just fired at every pin and just played fearless golf.  But I would say it's when 
you're so focused and just so confident within yourself that you just free up and you let 
yourself go. 
 
Q.  And in terms of goals, do you set them?  If you set them for the season, what 
would constitute a great year for Lexi Thompson? 
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  Well, I go into every tournament wanting to win.  That's my all-time goal 
every tournament I tee it up.  But obviously being International Crown year, I want to be 
there representing my country.  That's always my top goal for any team event.  Winning a 
major would be nice.  I go into every tournament with the same attitude, same preparation 
and same positive attitude going into every one. 
 
Q.  Did I hear that you went on your first cruise? 
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  I did. 
 
Q.  Where did you cruise to? 
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  Here.  I know, right?  I went on a three-day cruise.  I went to the Keys 
and then here and then back, and when we got to the Keys it was 50 degrees, blowing 30, 
raining.  I'm like, I'll stay on the boat.  Then we got here and we did the whole water park 
thing.  It was 60 degrees, it was freezing, too, but we're like we're doing it.  Yeah, it's good to 
be back. 
 
Q.  Michelle told me she didn't even bring a bathing suit this week.  Do you enjoy the 
pool or do you -- are you mostly just focused on what you're trying to do? 
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  Oh, yeah, I enjoy the pools.  You know, I think it's supposed to be a 
little overcast this afternoon but any time I do get to relax, I like to go out, just relax, turn the 
mind off and get my tan lines kind of fixed.  They just kind of get red, then they go back 
white, but I attempt.  But yeah, you have to enjoy the scenery and everything. 
 
Q.  If you were going to -- it's a tight race at the top, if you were going to separate 
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yourself from the competition, is there a certain area of your game that you think will 
take you to that next level or is it just mostly in the mind? 
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, I mean I think it always comes down to the mind.  I think golf is 
probably 80 percent mental at least.  We're all very talented but it's all a matter of putting the 
mind into it, being positive and just believing in yourself.  I do believe I could work on that 
part, but parts of my game I think just tightening up like my ball striking and making those 
putts when I need to. 
 
Q.  Did you get a new driver? 
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  I'm using the Cobra F8, yep, the new one. 
 
Q.  Is it going further? 
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  Well, hopefully straighter.  No, it's good.  I would say it's about the same 
distance, but yeah, I like it.  First week in the bag. 
 
MODERATOR:  Anything else new that you've added?  I know you just signed with 
Bridgestone officially, but you've been using that ball in the past. 
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, I've been using the Bridgestone ball for about two years now, just 
signed with them officially.  Using the new Cobra F8 and I'm using a Happy putter this week. 
 
Q.  A happy putter?  Wow.  Does that look different? 
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  They replicated it to be kind of like my Bettinardi.  It is different looking 
but it's the same shape, just a different alignment guide, and it's blue. 
 
Q.  Why did you like it?  Bettinardi has been with you for a long time.  
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, Bettinardi, I've been with them for a few years now.  Just a little 
changeup.  I tried a few different putters in the offseason.  I really seemed to like this one.  I 
was struggling with my alignment with the Bettinardi but I was rolling it very well.  I love 
Bettinardi putters.  Yeah, I just needed a little alignment change, so this one, it unscrews and 
you can put all the different alignment guides on it. 
 
Q.  Welcome back to the Bahamas.  You talked a little bit about the difficulty of 
keeping your head in the game because of the view, which is not bad for us here, but 
tell us what it means being in the Bahamas starting off the season? 
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, well, I think we all really look forward to this tournament.  It's run 
very well and it's a great spot to be.  Like I said, it's hard to focus on golf when you're on a 
few of these tee shots looking out to the water.  It's just a beautiful spot to be and we're all 
just very grateful we're able to come here and play in this event and hopefully for more years 
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to come. 
 
Q.  And does it improve the golf?  You talk about being distracted, being warm in 
January, does that have a positive effect on the game? 
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, well, the weather's been absolutely perfect the last few days here 
in the Bahamas.  It's been cold in Florida actually, it's been 40s, 50s, so it's nice to come 
here and actually sweat a little bit and be hot.  But yeah, it's been beautiful, so hopefully this 
weather stays around for the next four days. 
 
Q.  My question is kind of two part.  How many times have you actually (inaudible) 
and what is your favorite thing about being in the Bahamas? 
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  So I went on the cruise to here and then I've been here basically every 
year, so I would say around eight times, seven, eight times I've been to here, the Bahamas.   
 
Just my favorite part of being here is just how relaxed it is.  I just love the vibe that the 
Bahamas brings.  It's very relaxing, everybody's super laid back.  I think that's what makes 
the tournament a really good one.  We enjoy coming here, we enjoy just playing, and it's a 
more relaxed golf tournament but it's still a very good one at the same time.  Yeah, I mean, 
there's not much to not like here in the Bahamas and this tournament.  
 
MODERATOR:  You've got the cruise, you bought the GTR.  Anything else you did with your 
$1 million after winning the Race to the CME Globe?  
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  Other than that --   
 
MODERATOR:  Save it maybe? 
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, probably put it in the bank.  Yeah, I didn't really spend too much 
other than that besides Christmas gifts.  Besides that, not too much. 
 
MODERATOR:  Going back earlier this month you were at Morgan & Friends again and they 
honored your mother there as well.  What is it like being a part of that event again just 
setting another record for money raised?  
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  Yeah, it's unbelievable.  I'm super honored that Morgan has me there.  I 
live right down the street from Morgan now, but just to be at that event and what she does 
for such an amazing cause.  My mother's also a breast cancer survivor, so to be there to 
help raise money for the Breast Cancer Foundation and what Morgan does, it is truly 
unbelievable.  She raises more and more money every year for such a great cause and to 
bring awareness to breast cancer and to allow these women to get tested earlier.   
 
Like I said, it's just a huge honor to be there, and I always bring my mom so it's a very 
special event for the both of us.  To see her receive that award, it was a great night and an 
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amazing day of golf the next day. 
 
MODERATOR:  Anything else for you guys?  All right.  Thank you for coming in and you 
have a great week here in the Bahamas. 
 
LEXI THOMPSON:  Thank you. 
  
 
  


