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2017 ROOKIE OF THE YEAR 
TROPHY PRESENTATION 
January 23, 2018 
 
JAY MONAHAN 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE 
 
  
AMANDA HERRINGTON:  Good afternoon.  Welcome to the 2018 Farmers Insurance 
Open.  Thank you all for joining us for this special presentation featuring PGA TOUR 
Commissioner Jay Monahan and PGA TOUR Rookie of the Year and San Diego's own 
Xander Schauffele. We're going to start with a presentation from the commissioner and then 
we'll open it up for questions for Xander afterwards.  So with that, Commissioner, take us 
away. 
 
JAY MONAHAN:  Thank you, Amanda, and to everybody here.  It's wonderful to be back at 
Torrey Pines and at the Farmers Insurance Open, and this is a special moment every single 
year and it's particularly special right here in San Diego.   
 
We announced in the fall that Xander was the 2017 PGA TOUR Rookie of the Year, and he 
had a remarkable year last year.  I would invite you to think back for just a moment, but at 23 
years old, to come out and to win the Greenbrier, to go on and win the TOUR 
Championship, finish third in the FedExCup.  There have been 330 players since we started 
the FedExCup that have qualified for Atlanta, there have been 11 rookies, and only one of 
those rookies has won and Xander did it last year.  It was really neat to be there on the 18th 
green to see him finish out that putt with a bang in the back of the hole to capture the TOUR 
Championship, and to see how much it meant to him, to see how much it meant to his 
family, and to see how much it meant to all his peers to see a great year culminated in that 
fashion. 
 
You also look back at some interesting moments along the way.  At the U.S. Open qualifier, 
Steve Stricker played with Xander and Steve pulled a few of our staff members aside later 
that week and he said, "I've got to tell you, I just spent a full day, 36 holes playing with 
Xander and what a great talent he is, what a great kid he is, he's got a complete game."  
Those are tall words coming from Steve Stricker, captain of the U.S. Presidents Cup team, 
and Xander went on to finish fifth at the U.S. Open, and I mentioned all the other things he 
accomplished. 
 
When I talk about special, just again to think about this, in 2011 he was at Scripps Ranch 
High school, became the individual state champion, which is pretty heady stuff.  Went on to 
be the California state amateur champion in 2014, an All-American at San Diego State in 
2015.  Went on to the Web.com Tour in 2016 and I just talked about everything that 
happened in 2017. 
 
So hometown guy presented here with the 2017 PGA TOUR Rookie of the Year and it's my 
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great honor to participate in this ceremony and to be here to see him recognized in this 
fashion, so congratulations, Xander. 
 
AMANDA HERRINGTON:  At this time, let's take a look at some of those highlights. 
 
(Video played.) 
 
AMANDA HERRINGTON:  I'm going to let you do the honors.  
 
JAY MONAHAN:  Xander, congratulations, 2017 PGA TOUR Rookie of the Year.  High 
school class of 2011:  Jordan Spieth, PGA TOUR Rookie of the Year 2013, Daniel Berger 
2015, Emiliano Grillo 2016, Xander Schauffele 2017.  Congratulations.  
 
AMANDA HERRINGTON:  If you guys will stand, we're going to do some photos.  Well, at 
this time I'm going to excuse our commissioner, he'll be back with us shortly.   
 
We're going to transition to some questions.  We're going to start with a Q and A with 
Xander, but first of all, looking at those highlights, hearing what the commissioner said about 
what you did here in this hometown just a few years ago, what are all those emotions?  
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Yeah, it definitely felt like a long time ago, but you guys did a 
great job with the highlight reel.  Watching that last putt at the TOUR Championship 
definitely brought some jitters back just now.  Didn't realize how bad that looked, so thanks 
to the Tour for that fresh reminder there. 
 
Just it's cool being here in San Diego and having family and friends in this room and just 
familiar faces and being comfortable really.  Kind what I talked about last year, I don't know, 
it's crazy.  It's nice to touch that trophy. 
 
AMANDA HERRINGTON:  You made your first PGA TOUR start here just a few years ago.  
Now you're back as a two-time PGA TOUR winner. 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Yeah, you know, I've yet to play the weekend, so small goals set 
first.  Can't win a tournament unless you play Saturday, Sunday so we're looking forward to 
having a good week.  
 
AMANDA HERRINGTON:  And let's talk about goals moving forward.  What are your goals 
for this season?   
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  That's a loaded question.  Simple.  I kind of like JT's mindset he 
had there with kind of knit-picking his stats.  That's kind of what I've created myself.  I have a 
smaller list on my phone of areas that I need to improve.  People who are bringing the stats 
kind of know what I'm good at and what I'm really bad at, so if you look at my stats you'll 
know what I'm working on.  
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AMANDA HERRINGTON:  And just how far is your high school from here?  
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  It is -- well, what time of day are we driving?  I don't know how 
many miles it is as the crow flies, but 25 minutes. 
 
AMANDA HERRINGTON:  Great.  With that we're going to open it up to y'all for questions.  
We've got some mics, if you'll just raise your hand, I'll call on you just like we were back in 
the media center.  Who wants to kick us off? 
 
Q.  Xander, two things.  One, you've had some time off now, so how does the game 
feel and how was the time off after all of the craziness?  And two, did you buy a new 
car? 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  First off -- well, second off, no, I cruised in in my Camry today. 
 
Q.  When are you going to buy a new car? 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  I don't know.  The lease is not up yet, so I figured -- golf teaches 
you to be patient, so we'll sit that lease out.  It worked last year, right? 
 
Then first question, yeah, it's January, my team and I are big into stats.  If you look at my 
stats, January isn't really Xander's month, I don't really perform well.  Made the cut last week 
at Sony so that's kind of a big week for us, so I guess you could say trending almost.  It was 
nice to play a tournament at Kapalua with no cut, and then making the cut at Sony I finished 
32nd, which isn't great but it's good to get some experience early in the year. 
 
Q.  What's been the issue here at Torrey for you?  Obviously you grew up on poa 
annua greens and stuff, so what's been the issue here?  
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Probably driving the ball.  I consider myself a pretty good driver 
of the golf ball but I've never driven it well here, and if you can't do that, you're never going 
to play well. 
 
Q.  Two things.  I know it's way far in the future, but have you looked toward the Ryder 
Cup and obviously that will probably be something you definitely want to make.  And 
secondly, have people learned to -- now that you're playing so well, your last name, 
have people learned to pronounce it or do you still get strange unique ways of people 
pronouncing your last name? 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  No, nothing's changed, '17 to '18, still the same deal, people are 
still struggling.  Callaway actually had a funny release video of me.  I even messed up my 
own name in the video, so it should be make everyone feel a little bit better.   
 
To the Ryder Cup, obviously it's definitely one of my main goals.  When Amanda asked me 
all the goals, winning a tournament, winning a major, all these things play into the Ryder 
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Cup, they're all the big goals of mine, but you have to do the small things properly before 
you can achieve those things.  But yeah, it's definitely kind of at the pinnacle, at the end, and 
if I'm not doing well, I'll definitely try to tee it up in some more events to get some more 
points, and if I'm getting off to hot start, we might pick around, but hopefully everything can 
go according to play. 
 
AMANDA HERRINGTON:  I think it's the German, it's the German in the name. 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Schauffele?  Yeah, I know I said Schauffele in it.  It was funny, 
they bleeped it out because I cussed.  I swore in my opening video.  Thanks, guys, 
awesome.  
 
AMANDA HERRINGTON:  One of your first tournaments I said we're going to have a 
problem with this guy when he starts playing well.  I asked your dad for the pronunciation, 
but your dad's got a thick accent as well so not very helpful. 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Yeah, he does. 
 
Q.  Xander, you're on the younger side of the Tour.  Obviously surely your game has 
been developing and you're learning a lot about yourself, but what can you say 
reflecting about your time on the Tour you've noticed about yourself and your game? 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  I guess I'm not that young anymore on Tour.  The standard's 
been changing.  But I don't know, I think I learned my rookie year that even still now, even 
playing this practice round today, I get a little uneasy at times.  I would like to play really well 
here at home and when I'm not quite on, maybe it's the German in me, not the pronunciation 
but the nit-pickiness, I think I started to get uneasy and I think I learned last year that I need 
to be more patient and be more calm.  All the Jordans, Justin Thomas, Berger, Grillo, all 
these young guys are so calm and keeping a cool head, or so it seems.  So if I can kind of 
copy that, that's kind of one of my goals as well this year is to keep a level head early on. 
 
Q.  They were asking about goals for this year.  What do you remember 12 months 
ago your goals were for that year? 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Twelve months ago my goal was to make a cut, to be honest.  I 
know it's not shooting for the stars, but yeah, keep my card was probably at the top of that 
chain 12 months ago. 
 
Q.  Did those goals change after you won the Greenbrier? 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Yeah, I didn't even know what to think after I won the Greenbrier.  
I wasn't thinking about the TOUR Championship yet, I can say that much.  
 
AMANDA HERRINGTON:  I do want to focus on one of the stats that Jay mentioned about 
being the only rookie to win the TOUR Championship and then there's so few who make it.  
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Can you talk a little about the game during the FedExCup Playoffs? 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Yeah, you know, it's a long year and being a rookie, I think that's 
the biggest thing, you don't really know what to do.  I don't know too many guys out here.  
Charley Hoffman, he's a local guy, he's been really kind to me.  I've kind of picked his brain 
here and there how to handle just scheduling and honestly, just where to go.  There's been 
times I've texted him like where's the locker room or something stupid like that.  Sometimes 
he answered and responded and sometimes he didn't.  I felt like a child at first, but it's small 
stuff and he was kind enough to really kind of push me in the right direction, and then at the 
end I just started to look up to the guys that are my age to see how they handle these 
scenarios.  So I guess, yeah, being a rookie's kind of a weird deal. 
 
Q.  Going back to the U.S. Open, I think I read somewhere you were pretty -- you 
played a lot of golf going into that with qualifying and everything.  Early in that 
tournament, what gave you the idea that it was going to be a week for you and what 
are the things that stand out now when you think back to that week? 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Yeah, I think I use the word "comfortable" a lot.  Erin Hills, the 
course sort of reminded me of one of my home courses here in San Diego, Barona Creek.  
The greens, kind of rolling hills, high fescue.  Barona sometimes has high fescue.  Putting on 
the greens, everything kind of clicked and I felt like I was playing a home event even though 
I was playing so far from home. 
 
AMANDA HERRINGTON:  Any last questions? 
 
Q.  Xander, your dad said that you haven't played with Rickie before.  Playing with he 
and Cantlay the first couple rounds, how's that going to be and are you looking 
forward to talking to him and picking his brain a little bit? 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Yeah.  I think it'd be stupid not to.  It was cool, you know, at the 
Sony I played with Jordan for the first time, at Kapalua I played with Dustin Johnson for the 
first time and I was very interested in what they were doing, to be completely honest.  I'm 
supposed to be playing my own game, but I'll definitely use moments that I'm not swinging 
my own club to kind of learn what they're doing and talk to them and pick their brain without 
being too awkward obviously competing against them.   
 
Yeah, Rickie is definitely one of the top players I haven't played with yet.  Cantlay I played 
with a few times.  Yeah, I'm definitely looking forward to that.  I think he's had a decent track 
record here if I'm not wrong.  I'm not too sure about that.  I think anytime you can play with 
someone who's ranked ahead of you or in the top-10 in the world, it's definitely something to 
look forward to. 
 
Q.  Have there been those moments where you suddenly catch yourself thinking, I'm 
playing with Dustin, or I'm playing with Jordan?  I realize that you now are in their 
realm, but have there been those moments when you're a little bit taken aback by 



6 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

where you are a year later? 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Yeah, I think it's funny.  Rookie year for sure, you know, walking 
into the locker room, bumping into them, they're all really nice, which helps.   
 
But now, like you said, I'm supposed to be beating them or competing against them or this 
and that, whatever people expect of me and what I expect of myself, but yeah, it's still a little 
surreal.  To be honest, it's still cool.  I thought it was cool to play with Dustin, No. 1 player in 
the world.  I thought it was cool to play with Jordan and I'm sure it will be cool to play with 
Rickie.   
 
Q.  Speak to that, playing with those guys that have such a fan favorite following, 
what's that like for you and how do you tune out, I guess, the noise, literally the noise 
of them cheering for every shot that Rickie makes or every shot that Dustin or Jordan 
makes? 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Yeah, if you're a nice guy and you make a birdie, you hope they 
cheer for you as well.  You can kind of use the crowd to your advantage in that sense.  
Being a rookie, I could make six birdies in a row and maybe I'll get a high-five from Austin, 
my caddie, you know?  Now if I'm playing with some of the guys I can stir up some crowds.  
But yeah, it's cool, surreal.  Not as surreal as it used to be, but it's still cool to me to compete 
against those guys. 
 
Q.  So I want to ask you about your father and the role kind of your father's played in 
your career.  Obviously he's been there for you as a swing coach, a mental coach and 
just an overall support system.  How has having your father by your side helped you? 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Well, you just named it.  He's been my only swing coach, he's 
been my only mental coach, and he wore a couple hats early on which I relieved him of, you 
know, for whatever reason. 
 
Yeah, it's been a process definitely.  Now we're kind of seeing the fruits of our labor more 
than before.  It's just special, it's kind of unique.  There's a couple guys out here who had 
that father-son relationship, and everyone knows in this room who's tried to play, any 
relationship with their parents when their parents are involved, it's difficult.  They want the 
best for you and you just want to get rid of them.  Everyone can relate to that, I know that for 
a fact.  But when you can kind of make it work and respect each other, which we always did 
but which we do now, I would say we're not so much father-son, we're just more of good 
buddies.  It's really awesome. 
 
AMANDA HERRINGTON:  Well, before we let you go, I know you've had a little bit of a 
Rookie of the Year Tour, but I'd like to give you the chance just to say any thank-yous that 
you have for what an incredible season you had last year. 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Yeah, I have a small team, so I'll gladly thank all of them.  My 
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family, mom, brother, obviously my dad like we talked about.  Alberto Pesqueira, he's my 
physical therapist, along with Ronna Semonian, she's his mentor and she works with me as 
well.  Ross Chouler, my agent; Austin, my caddie.   
 
Q.  Derek.  
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  I was getting there, don't worry.  Derek Uyeda, my putting coach.  
I was just out there with him this morning.  Everyone's been super instrumental in my 
success and I wouldn't be sitting here without them. 
 
AMANDA HERRINGTON:  I have a feeling people will start having a little easier time 
pronouncing your name as you continue to win. 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Yeah, hopefully we can have that problem.  
 
AMANDA HERRINGTON:  I would like to thank the Farmers Insurance Open and Torrey 
Pines for hosting us.  It was a special day to be able to honor you here in a place that has 
such a great history, growing up just down the street and doing so well as a California 
amateur.  We'll enjoy watching three California natives tomorrow -- excuse me, it's only 
Tuesday.  Thursday, Thursday we look forward to seeing you guys tee off on Thursday.  
Thank you for your time today.  Congratulations and best of luck this year. 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Thank you so much. 
 
AMANDA HERRINGTON:  Thank you all.  
 


