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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW 
January 23, 2018 
 
JON RAHM 
 
 
DOUG MILNE:  Like to welcome the defending champion of the Farmers Insurance Open, 
Jon Rahm.  Jon, thanks for joining us for a few minutes.  We know you've got a lot of family 
and friends here and lots to tend to so we'll make it as brief as possible.  It's unique to have 
the defending champion of one event and also introduce the PGA's TOUR's most recent 
champion coming off your win last week at the CareerBuilder Challenge.  So with all that 
said and done, just some thoughts on being back here this week defending your first career 
Tour title.  
 
JON RAHM:  Yeah, it's definitely a different feeling.  I've never defended a title before.  
Adding to that the fact that I won last week, got to No. 2 in the world, it's a lot of things to 
process in very little time.  But it's great to be back here.  Like I said many times, if it's not 
my favorite golf course, it's one of my favorite golf courses on the planet.  Definitely my 
favorite city, so it's a lot of positive I take to this week and hopefully I can keep the good play 
going. 
 
Q.  Jon, you should own the stage this week going to No. 2 in the world, defending 
champion, won last week, and yet it's going to be Tiger, Tiger, Tiger this week.  Does 
that sit well with you? 
 
JON RAHM:  Yeah, I welcome it.  The more attention you guys have on Tiger, the better for 
me, quite frankly. 
 
You know, we all know the power of media and social media.  You can put all the attention 
on what Tiger's doing and forget about what I'm doing, it will be actually great, but we all 
know that's not going to happen.  Hopefully I keep playing good and give you guys 
something to talk about, but it's not bad that the attention's on Tiger.  It's good for golf, it's 
good for all of us. 
 
Q.  Jon, I saw an article in the beginning of December that Tim Mickelson is no longer 
on your team, he decided to go and be on his brother's bag.  What was that call like to 
you.  He kind of calls you like a little brother, but what was that call like to you as far 
as because he's helped you develop so much as a golfer? 
 
JON RAHM:  You know, I really rather to leave that in between us.  You know, the only one 
thing I'm going to say is that I told him to not think about me and realistically make a decision 
based on what he thought was going to be best for him.  He's a great friend of mine, a great 
role model and I'll always respect his decision.  We're still great friends and nothing's going 
to change. 
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Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
JON RAHM:  Hopefully, hopefully.  I think we all want Phil to win again, hopefully not when 
I'm in contention. 
 
Q.  You moved to No. 2 in the world and I think with a victory this week, according to 
the math, you can move to No. 1.  Is that something that you've ever thought about 
and would that mean anything to you? 
 
JON RAHM:  Well, not this time of year, definitely not.  Again, like I've said many times, 
beating Dustin Johnson is a really, really hard task.  It's no easy task.  We all know what 
happened last time he was close to a lead in a tournament on the PGA TOUR.  It's golf, still 
have four days of golf ahead and we'll see what happens.  But, you know, I'll try to focus 
more on what's going on this week rather than what comes with it if I win.  I'll try my best, 
that's for sure.  Hopefully it happens, but we all know how hard it is to win on Tour. 
 
Q.  Jon, it's been an amazing 12 months since you won here last year.  Do you find 
yourself sometimes when you've got some time to yourself pinching yourself with 
what you've achieved the last 12 months?  Has it all sunk in, or sometimes do you 
feel as though you can't believe what you've done? 
 
JON RAHM:  I mean, I believe it and I'm aware of what's happened.  It's kind of hard to 
process it, to be honest, because I live my day-to-day life with my girlfriend and my team 
around me and they don't change their behavior based on what I do, right?  They'll never 
change what they think of me.  So I really don't know the magnitude of what I do until I go 
outside of my comfort zone.   
 
I got a little bit of it when I went back to Spain and I realized what a huge deal my year had 
become over there, but I feel like the less I think about it, the better.  But I mean I am aware 
of what I've done, I am aware of the accomplishment, what I've accomplished.  Like I said, I 
think I'm the fourth player from Spain to get to this point in the world rankings, so I'm aware 
of that.  I'm very aware of that. 
 
Q.  Jon, a couple players in the Bahamas said that they relish the opportunity to go 
against Tiger if he is playing well.  I'm curious how you feel about that, and if with 
Tiger's injuries over the past couple years you thought it was going to be a situation 
where you would never get to play against him when he's healthy? 
 
JON RAHM:  I mean, like I said, when Tiger Woods plays a golf tournament, it's huge for the 
game of golf.  Tiger getting in contention, it would be absolutely amazing.  And to be honest, 
I think a lot of us dreamt about having the opportunity to maybe walk the back nine with 
Tiger in contention and have a battle hand in hand.  It would be something amazing for any 
of us.  I hope it happens for somebody.  I hope I'm the one, and quite truly I hope I come out 
on top if it happens.  But if Tiger Woods were to win again, I think it would be something 
amazing for the game of golf and I sure hope it happens. 
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Q.  Jon, it was a big weekend for Thomas Bjorn with you winning, Sergio winning, 
Tommy winning and Rory also coming back to form.  I wondered whether you were 
conscious of those other results as well and whether you heard from Thomas?  
 
JON RAHM:  I haven't heard from Thomas yet.  I was aware of Tommy winning before I 
teed off on Sunday.  I actually saw the highlights of his round.  I wasn't aware of Sergio.  I 
hadn't checked, I didn't check that, but I did know after my round that he had won as well.  
It's a good moment for European golf, what can I say.  Actually huge moment for Spanish 
golf to have two wins in 2018 early in the year.  Last year we tied the record or beat the 
record of the most wins by Spanish golfers ever, so starting with two early on, hopefully we 
can beat that again. 
 
Q.  As defending champion, is it different mentally for you playing this because you 
know that you can -- with the two eagles on Sunday last time, is it different for you 
when you play this golf course versus playing it as the non-defending champ last 
year? 
 
JON RAHM:  I think it's certainly -- I certainly know I can win here because I've done it, I 
think that's the difference.  I think I have the confidence that I can win here, whereas last 
year I knew I could but I still had to do it.  Again, I hope I don't have to shoot 30 on the back 
nine to win again.  I hope it's a little easier walk down the stretch, but we all know how hard it 
is to do that here.  I think besides Tiger, it's a rare case for somebody to have a runaway 
victory and I think the last one was Tiger in 2013.  So I would need a lot of good golf to do 
that, but certainly I feel like you have an edge.  I am defending champion.  We have many 
guys that have won here before and they have the same feeling, I'm not alone on that.  I feel 
like we might have a little more confidence, but doesn't mean that much, you still have to 
play good. 
 
Q.  Jon, all the highlights from last season, where does the putt that you made here 
on the 72nd hole rank of everything you did last season? 
 
JON RAHM:  I keep saying that putt's probably No. 2.  The No. 1 shot or moment of last 
season was the second shot out of the bunker on 13.  If I don't put that ball on the green, 
which is actually a lot harder than making that putt, the back nine charge would have never 
happened and this year might have never happened, so that shot is the one that made 
everything possible. 
 
Q.  Jon, the other day in the playoff, handling the ups and downs and the putts that 
you probably thought you should have made and then the opportunities that you had, 
can you kind of go back over the emotional swings and looking back on how you 
handled it? 
 
JON RAHM:  I actually saw Andrew yesterday and we both agreed the one putt we missed 
many times is just not makeable.  You could not make that putt because I missed it high, 
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then I missed it low, then I missed it high again, and then finally the fourth time I was 
somewhere else, I was glad about that.  He made it once but then he missed it twice, so we 
knew it was a low percentage putt.   
 
You know, I've been thinking about it and I feel some calmness in me.  I was not stressed 
out, to be honest.  That tee shot on 18 does not favor a fader and I was able to hit the best 
3-woods I ever hit in my life on that hole, including a great tee shot on 10, great shot into the 
green, the last one out of the rough, a pitching wedge from 155 swinging as hard as I could 
going right at the pin, I would only do that if I'm fully confident if I can hit that shot.   
 
The worst time it was before the playoff.  The most stressful time is when I was done, I had 
nothing under control and had to wait on Andrew to either make or miss that putt to 
determine my fate.  I don't like that feeling, that was probably the most stressful time.  
Besides that, obviously when he had that putt to win on the second playoff hole.  Otherwise I 
was lucky for three of those four holes to have the birdie putt and to be able to make it. 
 
Q.  Jon, what's your clubhead speed and ball speed at the moment approximately? 
 
JON RAHM:  So if I don't try to hit a draw, because I do that about maybe three times a 
year, when I grip it stronger I can get a little bit more.  If I'm swinging normal, my swing 
speed, I have a hard time getting past 120 miles an hour, and ball speed when I'm hitting a 
fade hardly get to 180.  I'm always between 175 and 180. 
 
Q.  And how far can you carry it on the your best drive? 
 
JON RAHM:  I mean, it all depends.  If we're talking a flat hole and to get an absolute 
perfect drive, I believe I can get it to 310, maybe 315 depending on the adrenaline of the 
moment. 
 
Q.  You talked about faith.  Is it faith within yourself or team? 
 
JON RAHM:  Both.  I mean, you have to have the faith and belief in yourself as a 
competitor.  You need to, otherwise things are not going to work out.  I have the people I 
have around me, I have the team that I have because I know they have faith and believe in 
me, otherwise they wouldn't be on my team.  So yeah, it's kind of both. 
 
Q.  Jon, back to that question about your numbers, how often do you look at 
TrackMan style data, and is it something you look at even from round to round or is it 
something you try to minimize? 
 
JON RAHM:  There's only two things I look at.  I do have a TrackMan, I do practice with it 
and I use it just for carry distance, mainly 7-iron in to practice -- to practice those yardages.  
And then the only club I try to fix if I'm not swinging well with the TrackMan is the driver and 
the one number I look at is the attack angle.  I know that if the attack angle is a plus 2 or plus 
3, I know I'm hitting it good.  If it's below that, I know something is going on.  So that's the 
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only club I can actually fix looking at the TrackMan.  The rest, I just do it for near practice 
and distance practices.  
 
Q.  Jon, Curtis Strange raised some eyebrows over the weekend saying that the 
playoff was apparently too friendly between you and Andrew.  Just curious your 
thoughts on that. 
 
JON RAHM:  I mean, I wouldn't have been that nervous if it was friendly, to be honest.  
It's -- I think it was something he said because we were talking going out of the first tee.  I 
mean I didn't know Andrew, I think it was a pretty good time to get to know him, to be 
honest.  We had at least 10 minutes to ourselves.  I mean he wasn't friendly, it's not like we 
were supporting each other, right?  We were both in it together, we were both nervous 
together and I felt like talking about it might have eased the tension out of both of us, but we 
only talked going out of the first tee up until the fairway.  Besides that, all we said is good 
shot, good putt, see you on the next tee.  That's what it was reduced to, we didn't say much. 
 
DOUG MILNE:  Jon, as always, we appreciate your time.  Best of luck this week. 
 
JON RAHM:  Thank you. 
  


