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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW  
December 3, 2017 
 
CAMERON SMITH  ( -18, won second playoff hole)  
 
 
MODERATOR:  Cam, can I start by saying congratulations?  Truly deserving winner today 
and that was a fantastic spectacle that you put on for us. 
 
CAMERON SMITH:  Thank you.  Yeah, that was a bit of a grind out there today.  I didn't 
quite have my best ball-striking stuff on the back nine there but managed to get away with 
some good short game and just holing the putts that I needed to hole. 
 
MODERATOR:  Questions? 
 
Q.  Cam, congratulations.  Can you tell us about what happened (inaudible) with your 
caddie reaction, what was the story? 
 
CAMERON SMITH:  He just said a few nasty things there on the left-hand side telling me 
not to choke.  Then as I was approaching into -- I tried to just play it off, and then as I was 
coming into the ball, he coughed and sneezed.  Yeah, so he did the right thing there.  He 
was just having a laugh.  I don't know what he was trying to achieve. 
 
Q.  Have you ever had anything like that happen before? 
 
CAMERON SMITH:  No, no, I haven't.  I guess he was from New South Wales. 
 
Q.  Can you talk me through the events at 8, just got back to 1 or 2 behind I think and 
took driver, hit the flag and holed a putt from long range.  Can you talk me through 
your emotion I guess on 8? 
 
CAMERON SMITH:  Yeah, I tried to stay aggressive all day.  With Jordan's lead that he had, 
I thought that I had to stay aggressive.  Just stayed aggressive, I knew he was playing well.  
Yeah, didn't quite hit the shot that I wanted to hit, just pulled it a little bit.  And yeah, I had a 
perfect number and hit the pin and yeah, that was a bit -- I was like, am I not meant to win 
this thing?  Up and down, up and down.  And then holed the -- I don't know how long it was 
but it was a fairway.  But yeah, that kind of kept me rolling, kept the momentum going.  That 
was probably key actually. 
 
Q.  Cameron, that pitch you hit at the second playoff hole appeared to be slightly 
down the (inaudible.)  That must go down as one of the best shots you've hit given 
the circumstances? 
 
CAMERON SMITH:  Yeah, that one was pretty good.  Didn't have the best lie down there.  
In standard play I had a pretty good lie down there and I was able to kind of nick it a little bit, 
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but that second one was a bit nasty, a bit into the grain and just stayed aggressive with it 
and it paid off. 
 
Q.  Can I ask you now that you've won this event, obviously European Tour options 
open up to you.  I know your focus is on the PGA TOUR and it's probably a little early 
for your answer to this question, but do you have any feeling that you might take 
advantage of some opportunities on the European Tour next year? 
 
CAMERON SMITH:  Jeez, I don't know.  Yeah, I didn't even realize that that was what 
happened.  I didn't even know.  Yeah, I might go over there for a few weeks and maybe do a 
little playing holiday type thing, I'm not sure.  It would be nice to get over there and play 
some, I'm sure. 
 
Q.  Is this your first win?  I know you had a team win in the States, but is this your first 
full round win as a professional? 
 
CAMERON SMITH:  Yes, other than Zurich, yeah. 
 
Q.  You're a proud Queenslander and this tournament has been played in Queensland 
for the last 15 years, 16 years.  What does it mean for you to actually win the Joe 
Kirkwood Cup? 
 
CAMERON SMITH:  Yeah, it's huge.  I remember going out there with dad and -- dad and 
mom watching Adam and those type of guys up there at Coolum.  And then it was really one 
of my goals, I wanted to win one down here, and just being in Queensland makes it a little bit 
more special. 
 
Q.  You mentioned how you wanted to win this one.  Obviously you missed the putt 
on the 72nd hole as well.  You seemed like a pretty unflappable guy, like things don't 
get to you.  Where does that come from? 
 
CAMERON SMITH:  Definitely not dad.  Yeah, I'm not sure.  My mom's pretty resilient I 
guess you would say.  And at the end of the day it is just golf.  Like it is a job, but it is just 
golf.  You realize that through life.  As a teenager it's like golf is your life and then as you 
progress through life and things start to become more important, you just realize that it is just 
golf and you try this and whatever happens, happens. 
 
Q.  On that same topic, Cam, what happened at 12, by the time you got to the 13th tee 
was it out of your head or were you still thinking (inaudible) make a birdie, how good 
was that for the rest of the round? 
 
CAMERON SMITH:  Yeah, I could have let it get away from me there, I guess, 12 obviously 
being one of the easier holes out here.  I hit a terrible shot.  I haven't hit a shot like that since 
I've turned professional, I think.  I don't know what happened there.  But yeah, I was pretty 
clear headed out there.  My caddie's Sam's always on to me, you know, just get to the next 
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one, let's get a birdie.  So yeah, he has a lot to do with that. 
 
Q.  Cam, an event like this, how important is it now to come back and keep playing 
and keep supporting, I guess like Adam Scott has done for a long time.  Do you feel 
like you're carrying that mantle a little bit? 
 
CAMERON SMITH:  Yeah, this will be on my schedule as long as I have my card and full 
status in the U.S., I'll definitely come back down here and play two or three that are here, for 
sure. 
 
Q.  What do you make of the quality of the course over the four days? 
 
CAMERON SMITH:  Yeah, probably this year is actually the best improvement at the last -- I 
think we've played three years on this course now since the redesign.  And then last year to 
this year was a huge improvement, just the grass filling in and you can actually play some 
shots that Mr. Marsh wants you to play.  So it was nice to be able to do that because in 
years past you really couldn't do anything with some of the holes.   
 
Q.  Two questions.  Firstly, what do you think it happening at Wantima Country Club 
right now, and secondly, did you watch your namesake (inaudible) the World Cup last 
night?  
 
CAMERON SMITH:  Yeah, I didn't go to sleep until that one was over last night.  Yeah, that 
was pretty cool.  I sent a little message to him yesterday, so yeah, that was cool to be able 
to see them guys win and come out here today and get it done.  A little bit inspiration I guess 
you could say.  And at Wantima, jeez, I don't know, I don't know.  I don't think I want to 
know. 
 
Q.  Cameron, what do you think is going to be the key for you to be a contender week 
in and week out, both in terms of the game itself but also the mental aspect?  
 
CAMERON SMITH:  Yeah, I think you said it right there, just mentally, I know that I -- I know 
that I have the game to be able to win over there and compete.  It's just it can get a bit hard 
at times playing every week and you're up against the best guys every single week.  So 
when your game's not quite there, your head can take a bit of a beating.  You miss a couple 
cuts and you're thinking, What am I doing?   
 
But yeah, I think if I just keep doing what I'm doing and stay really positive, and then like I've 
said, I promised myself at the start of this season, the PGA TOUR season, that I would 
commit myself to 100 percent of every shot and so far so good. 
 
Q.  Just wondering, you've won in the U.S. and you've been around at big events.  Did 
you feel that that sort of experience would be maybe a factor for you today if you 
could get close enough to Jordan, did you feel like you could use that experience in 
your favor if you got within reach? 
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CAMERON SMITH:  Yeah.  Jordan's a pretty experienced player as well, I think he's won 
the New Zealand Open a couple years ago, that's one of the big events down here so he's 
been in that situation before.  I thought he handled it pretty good.  It was just, I don't know, 
just at the end hit just a bit of a bad drive and that was it. 
 
Q.  Your mom and dad are here obviously.  Can you tell us what it's like to win this 
with them watching you? 
 
CAMERON SMITH:  Yeah, it's awesome.  Neither my mom or dad were there for the win in 
New Orleans.  To be able to win in front of them and in front of other family and friends, and 
then winning in Queensland makes it so much more special to me. 
 
Q.  How does winning change yourself perception?  Obviously you've been playing 
well for a couple years on Tour, but how does being a winner change how you see 
yourself? 
 
CAMERON SMITH:  It won't change me that much this time.  It did last time.  I got ahead of 
myself a little bit when I won last time thinking that it's the easiest game on the planet and I 
could go out there and win every week.  Went and had a little bit of a battle through the 
middle of the year, didn't really play that great.  So I think the key is to just keep doing what 
I'm doing and not really expect too much and not really get ahead of myself. 
 
Q.  A couple quick things.  How many (inaudible) do you have in your wardrobe? 
 
CAMERON SMITH:  Four, I think. 
 
Q.  And the trophy's got some brilliant names on it.  Did you have a look at the Greg 
Normans and the Peter Seniors and the Wayne Gradys that are on there? 
 
CAMERON SMITH:  Yeah, it's pretty incredible.  I think Seve's on there, too.  Yeah, so to be 
on the same trophy as those guys, Seve and Mr. Norman, Wayne Grady, Pete Senior, Brett 
Ogle, yeah, the list goes on.  To be on the same trophy and those guys, I just hope I can do 
half as much with my golf as they did with theirs. 
 
Q.  You call him Mr. Norman.  Has he reached out to you at all? 
 
CAMERON SMITH:  No, not really.  He -- no, he hasn't.  
 
Q.  Who were your idols growing up?  
 
CAMERON SMITH:  Probably Adam and Jason.  Jason was just kind of coming out of junior 
golf in Queensland as I was going into it, so I used to go and watch him and stuff like that.  
Probably Adam and Jason just being Queenslanders and being able to watch them. 
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MODERATOR:  Any final questions?  Well, we can end by giving Cam a round of applause, 
please. 
  


