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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW  
December 3, 2017 
 
RICKIE FOWLER  ( -18)   
 
 
JOHN BUSH:  We would like to welcome Rickie Fowler into the interview room, our 2017 
Hero World Challenge winner, after a course record 11 under par 61.  Rickie, phenomenal 
stuff out there today.  If we can get some comments on your victory. 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  It was pretty special.  Obviously it's not a full-field event, but the 18 guys 
that are here I feel like we've all earned our way here.  In a way this tournament's always I 
feel like been looked at as a celebration of, like I said, earning your way here.  No one gets 
here by mistake.  Even Tiger at 1,299, or 1,199, just started at 1,200.  He's inside 1,000 
now.  He's trending, he's going the right way.  Especially to have Tiger here this week, him 
back playing and being able to play the last couple months with him at home and see his 
potential, I thought other than yesterday, I mean it was a lot better than I think what a lot of 
people were -- could expect or even expecting. 
 
It was a great week here.  Obviously I knew I needed to get off to a hot start today to give 
myself a chance, and Charley's been playing some solid golf and I wasn't expecting him to 
come back to me, I knew I was going to have to go out and get him.  Like I said, get off to a 
decent start and at least show my face a little bit.  I wasn't expecting seven out of the gate, 
but I'll take it. 
 
JOHN BUSH:  Before we open it up to questions, Jordan and others have used this 
tournament as a springboard into the following season.  Just talk a little bit for how it sets 
you up for the 2017-18 year. 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  Well, I think coming off of this past year, being arguably one of my best 
years when you look across the board stat-wise, I didn't win as much as I would have liked 
to.  But that being said, the two events that I've played through I guess my mini offseason, 
Mayakoba and finishing second there and put myself in a position to win, and then coming 
here and not necessarily being in contention but going out there and putting myself in a 
position to go win.  After the hot start with these two finishes through the fall going into what 
will be a little break before we go to Maui, I'm looking forward to next year.   
 
I think the big thing was to not, I guess, not lose what we had going this past year because it 
was a very solid year across the board, and I think what we're going to work on going 
forward is just picking up a few of the little things that could have made just that -- just that 
difference to put us in the winner's circle more on Sunday because we gave ourselves a lot 
of chances.  No, this is a nice way to go into Christmas. 
 
JOHN BUSH:  We'll open it up to questions.    
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Q.  Rickie, when you do go seven straight out of the gate, first of all, have you ever 
done that in competition before in a tournament? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  Once.  
 
Q.  When, do you remember?   
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  Polo Match play at Sea Island. 
 
Q.  What are you thinking?  Is there a number -- obviously you're in the chase at that 
point, but once you got to seven you were in the lead, are you thinking about a 
number, how low you could go? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  I mean, really I could feel you start getting amped up or excited at times 
so you have to kind of pull yourself back and make sure you stay in the moment. 
 
I knew the swing on 8 was big, it's a tough par 3.  Knew that getting that ball on the green 
and giving myself a look was key to not give a shot back there.   
 
No, as I said, I've done it once before.  It's fun when you get on birdie runs just to see how 
far you can go.  You know it's not going to last forever, so it's a lot better when you end it 
with a par and not something else. 
 
Q.  How old were you at the Polo Match play?  Did you have long hair? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  I did have long hair.  I think I was -- I think I was 17. 
 
Q.  I'm curious going back to last week or the last few weeks, how many times did you 
actually play with Tiger and could you describe the nature of those matches? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  I played two rounds with him before I went down to Mexico, and then we 
played either two or three times before Thanksgiving.  Allison and I went back to California 
and I left my clubs at home.  I didn't think there was going to be a whole lot of golf being 
played just because we went and spent time with both of our families.   
 
I actually got to go back, took Allison to the range with my sister and brother-in-law and just 
grabbed some used clubs out of the bucket and we hit a basket of balls.  I did get a few 
things in over there in Marietta.  It warmed me up, I was ready to go this week. 
 
Q.  What are the nature of those matches with Tiger, did you lose? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  I didn't lose. 
 
Q.  Ever? 
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RICKIE FOWLER:  I was one down after nine and he went to go play nine holes with Sam.  I 
was down and I was going to come back.  We halved the match.  I think we both shot 65 on 
a day that it wasn't playing easy, typical kind of south Florida wind.  It was never like a match 
was given to anyone.  We kind of battled it out a little bit, but some of the rounds we just 
went out and played for fun.  It's been cool to see Tiger able to be back playing at home or 
even here just out having fun and healthy.  One of the times we played 18 holes, I was going 
to go back, I was going to work out and he went and played another nine. 
 
Q.  He talks about how much playing golf with you guys has really helped him coming 
back when in truth he helped you finish 2-1 in the fall, didn't he? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  You could definitely say that because I got two rounds before each 
tournament.  I think he sharpened me up a little bit.  I've gotten a little scared of how good he 
was playing at home, thought I needed to start playing a little bit better or something. 
 
Q.  Along those lines, he talked about sort of how important or how much those 
games have meant to him in his comeback.  Just aside from sharpening yourself up, 
what effect does it have on you having those rounds with him at home? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  I mean we just have fun.  Like I was saying, being able to see him go 
out and have fun again on the golf course and just play golf, you know, I would say a year 
ago we weren't sure if we were going to be able to see that.  So him to be healthy and 
getting through a four-round tournament where there's no real sign of him limping or having 
any pain and he's able to just enjoy himself out there. 
 
But living in Jupiter, being able to play with Tiger now that he's back playing and the other 
guys at home, when we're home we get to practice and play with guys that we compete with.  
That's I think a big advantage versus playing with guys that aren't at the same level.  You 
can get some good matches and challenge yourself when you're playing with some good 
amateurs, you're giving them two, three, four shots a side, but it's the real deal when you're 
playing against some of the best players in the world and arguably one of the best players 
that's ever played our game, especially when it comes to winning.   
 
He may not be dialed in exactly on his numbers yet with his new added length and where 
he's hitting it.  I think I had to tell him a couple times that it was the right club when we were 
home at Medalist.  Like I said, there's no better way than putting yourself against guys that 
you're going to be playing with, putting yourself in game-time situations. 
 
Q.  When he was in his prime, he was not only a dominant figure but he also seemed 
to intimidate his opponents who were great players themselves, but that was a 
decade maybe more ago.  For you, the current generation of players, it won't be the 
same, I suppose, it won't be the same sense of fear.  So for him, how does he become 
competitive in a different arena, in a different environment than the one in which he 
was so much the best? 
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RICKIE FOWLER:  Oh, he'll be fine.  I didn't look at it -- him going into this week, I didn't 
think there was -- that he didn't or wasn't going to have a chance to be in contention.  
Without his round yesterday, he plays decent yesterday and he's kind of right in the mix. 
 
Tiger's still going to have that similar effect when you see his name on the board coming 
down the last nine holes and being in the mix.  You know he's not scared.  He's done it, he's 
been there before. 
 
But I think some of it with some young guys out there, yeah, they haven't been up against 
him.  I haven't played up against him in his prime.  I think we're all looking forward to having 
the chance to play with Tiger down the stretch and have his name on the board there come 
Sunday. 
 
I wouldn't say guys are scared.  I think they're more excited about it and having him back 
and having the chance to play against Tiger, and we want to see him play well.  It's only 
better for our game. 
 
Q.  Rickie, along those lines, it's pretty easy to envision a scenario in the coming year 
where you and Jordan and Justin, the younger generation are all doing your thing and 
Tiger returns to an elite level again.  What would that mean for the game of golf? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  Well, like I said, I mean, the better he plays, the better it is for the game.  
To have him out here this week and put up, was it three rounds in the 60s?  I think he 
surprised a lot of people.  Maybe play about how some people might think.  I don't think he 
played worse than anyone thought he would play.  I know there was a lot of people that were 
shocked with his distance and the control that he had.   
 
Having him around, I think if he can stay healthy and have, who knows, what is it, two, three, 
10 years?  We don't know.  If his back holds up and he keeps swinging the way he does, 
there's no doubt that he can't go out and win. 
 
Q.  Rickie, a little along those lines, you guys are -- we were talking to Justin a little 
outside.  You guys are in a unique situation where you want to see him get to elite 
level, but if he ever does get to the level where he was at, which none of us knows if 
he will or not, is there a little bit of a careful what you wish for element to you and 
Justin and everybody else out here? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  No, I want all the guys I play against to be the best that they can be.  I 
want to be able to beat guys that are playing at their best at that time.  Whether Tiger can 
get back to where he was in early 2000s, we don't know.  Could he get close?  Possibly. 
 
He was pretty damn good back then. 
 
But I think with the way he's been playing the last couple months and things tighten up, he 
doesn't lose necessarily that mental edge or the way he's been able to make putts down the 
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stretch, that doesn't just go away.   
 
So like I said, I feel like I can speak for a lot of the young guys and guys on Tour.  We want 
to go up and play guys that are playing their best and that's how we want to win 
tournaments.  You want to feel like you earned it and you deserve the win.  You don't want 
wins given to you, there's not as much satisfaction out of it. 
 
Q.  Rickie, some of your best friends like Justin, Jordan Spieth, even Dustin Johnson 
and earlier this year Sergio finally landed a major.  Do you often think about that? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  Yeah, we only get four chances a year, so there's four big weeks that 
we always think about it.  But I put myself in position to be in contention at majors so we're 
just going to keep knocking at the door. 
 
Q.  When you go on a torrid run like that, do you get an early sign or signal that you 
know something special's going to unravel quickly? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  Yes and no.  You kind of just try and ride her till she bucks ya, you 
know?  Ride until the horse kicks you off.  I'm looking at it, the first three holes, I birdied the 
first three the first day, and when I made the putt on 4 just because it wasn't an easy putt 
and it was kind of -- it kind of wiggled in the middle and found its way to the middle of the 
hole, and to make the bunker shot on the next, yeah, after those two it was kind of just keep 
the gas pedal down and, you know, make a par on 8.  Like I said earlier, it's better to end the 
streak with a par than something else. 
 
Q.  I'm curious when you're at home kind of behind the curtain and you play with 
Tiger and he shoots 65 in the wind, do you feel like you're sitting on some kind of 
huge state secret or something? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  No, not necessarily.  We're playing at home on our home golf course, 
which Medalist is a tough golf course but it's very different from playing at home versus a 
golf course that you don't play a whole lot in tournament conditions and setup. 
 
It does feel nice, especially when it's the two of you going back and forth.  I feel like, well, it 
helps the both of us.  It's better to have matches like that and kind of try and bring out the 
best in each other than having a pillow fight and shooting 72 and 73. 
 
Q.  Rickie, when you look at your stats and all the improvement you made this year, I 
wonder if starts go into that?  Maybe I'm just thinking of the majors, but it seemed like 
there were a couple tournaments this year where you were in the mix going in 
Sunday, kind of slow in the gates and finished late and it was too late.  Have you 
found yourself starting slowly and is there anything you can do to fix that other than 
replicate today for the rest of your life? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  I'll take a lot of 61s on Sunday and I think we'll be here a few times.   
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Yeah, it's tough because you don't want to try and get ahead of yourself and I guess get 
things trying to go like too quickly and all of a sudden you make a bogey or something early 
and you're trying to fight back.  I've found it easier -- when I won in Abu Dhabi, it's nice 
having a lead going into Sunday because it allows you, you can make a couple mistakes 
and you still should have a lead.  It's tough when you're coming two, three, four shots back, 
you make a mistake early and now you're kind of behind the eight ball just because the guys 
are so good.  We're playing against the best players in the world, guys don't necessarily 
move backwards, you have to go out and chase them down. 
 
So yeah, I've had some weekends that didn't go quite the way I wanted them to and Sunday 
maybe not getting off to as quick of starts as I would have liked to.  I think today was a step 
in the right direction. 
 
Q.  When you did look at your year, and you touched on this at the top a little bit 
where it was a solid year but maybe you didn't quite win as often as you would have 
liked, did that start to wear on you, become frustrating at all at any point, and how did 
you sort of work through that to get to not let it become frustrating? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  No, it was never frustrating because we were putting ourself in 
contention going into Saturdays and Sundays and having chances.  I mean, playing on the 
PGA TOUR around the world, it's kind of -- it's a game that you can't base success off just 
winning.  I think Tiger during his prime, he had one of the best winning percentages, around 
30 percent.  I don't think anyone really sniffs double digits.   
 
So you have to deal with if you look at winning as your only sense of success, you're going 
to deal with failure a lot.  So trying to piece together what's a successful week, is it hitting a 
certain amount of fairways or greens or having a certain amount of putts, scrambling well, 
and ultimately those lead up to winning in the end.  But if you look at I finished third, it was a 
terrible week, we're going to deal with a lot of bad weeks out here.  Third's pretty good, I'll 
take it.   
 
But no, it's tough because you have to look at trying to look at the glass half full because 
there's a lot of times where you could pick it apart.  And last year I could have gotten down 
on myself a handful of times for not getting the job done or not winning more, but it was a fun 
year.  Being in contention with your buddies and some of the best players in the world, keep 
doing that and trophies will fall into place. 
 
Q.  Did you use any new equipment this week? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  Yeah, I did use some new clubs.  Let's see.  My lob wedge was brand 
new, pitching wedge through 7-iron was brand new, and then 5-wood, 3-wood and driver I 
put all the new woods in from Cobra.  So I think they're all F8 Pluses.   
 
Didn't have to hit the 5-wood a whole lot, just a couple times, but I hit the 3-wood a lot and 
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obviously hit the driver quite a bit.  So I was very pleased with how the equipment worked.  
Love the 3-wood.  I was in the 3-wood for about four years prior, so that was going to take a 
pretty good one to replace that.  With the way I drove it last year, I knew it was going to be 
tough to get into the new driver.   
 
So it may not be perfect, there may be some more tweaks we can make to make it better, 
but obviously it was good enough.  I was very pleased with the way it worked this week.  
Ben Schomin, my Cobra rep, was out Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and we put this driver 
in Tuesday afternoon and then kind of got it dialed in to where I felt comfortable on 
Wednesday going ahead and playing the driver this week. 
 
Q.  Rickie, at home in Jupiter or at any time this week did you see any signs of the 
Tiger that the older players said was so intimidating, the Tiger that beat them by 
double digits and had that 30 percent winning percentage? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  I mean, it was nice to hear the sound of the ball coming off of the face 
again and him hitting quality golf shots and driving the ball long and straight, him being able 
to work it both ways in crosswinds.   
 
I don't want to say that I felt intimidated because I don't want his head to get too big.  I don't 
want to talk him up much.  Obviously Tiger has a presence, and to be able to go and have 
matches together at home and kind of push each other, it's fun because it brings out I feel 
like the best in each other.  To help each other, helping me kind of get ready for the two 
events that I played through the fall and ultimately getting him to where he can come and 
play this week.  Not that I had a big influence, he can do all this on his own.  He's Tiger 
Woods.  He's obviously had a decent career.  He's all right. 
 
No, but yeah, I wasn't surprised with the way he played this week.  I know yesterday was a 
bummer for him.  I wouldn't have been surprised if he was in contention coming down the 
last nine holes today.  I think he exceeded a lot of people's expectations. 
 
Q.  Rickie, I know you mentioned you thought about 59.  How do you balance that 
coming down the stretch?  Did you look at leaderboards, did you know where you 
were in relation to the lead as opposed to trying to shoot that number? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  I saw the board on 9, so I went to 15, I saw Charley was at 13 at that 
time.  I didn't see anything -- funny enough, I didn't see anything until 16 green.  The board 
on 12 was empty, there were no scores up there, so I was just like, well, just keep the foot 
down.  You don't know, I mean guys can go on runs at any times.  Charley could be at 16, 
17, whatever. 
 
I knew when I got in there on 13 that was going to be a bonus, and I knew if I made that putt 
that 59 was a chance because 14 and 15 ahead are birdie holes.  The biggest thing is I just 
kept telling myself, stay in the moment, keep focusing on each shot, don't get ahead of 
yourself.   
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It is fun to think about different shots that are coming up, but really kind of dialing yourself 
back and focusing on that certain shot at that time.  I felt like I made a lot of good swings 
coming in.  I mean, I made a great swing into 16, and then 17 wind drifted it just a fraction 
more and 18 didn't move it.  So I was definitely happy with the way I played the last six holes 
or so not really knowing the situation, but obviously with a little bit of that 59 thought in there 
but I wasn't going to necessarily press for it.  
 
JOHN BUSH:  Congratulations, Rickie Fowler.  Thank you, sir. 
 
  


