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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
November 30, 2017 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS  ( - 3)  
 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  We tied, so I would say no. 
 
Q.  What did you see out there about him that impressed you the most? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  It was what I saw when we played at home.  I mean, I think obviously 
taking this much off time from competition is hard.  I felt rusty starting after a month and a 
half so I can't imagine what it felt like for him.  But no, I mean, he played well.  We both kind 
of hit a lull there a little bit at the end, but he made some great putts and some great saves, 
but I know we're both not exactly satisfied with the number of what it could have been but 
got it in the house. 
 
Q.  Justin, as impressive -- even though you had seen it at home when he's got the 
scorecard in hand after the layoff as you kind of refer to it here, how impressive is it 
that he comes in under par in the first round even though there were some rust with 
the short game? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah, but the thing is everyone's going to struggle around the greens 
out here.  The ball, I mean the lie that I had on 14 there I would have loved to hand a couple 
people in the audience my wedge and see how they would have done.  That part is difficult 
for anybody, but you can get some squirrely lies. 
 
But I don't know, man, I truly felt like he was going to play well just from one round when we 
played and then a practice round here.  It's not like it's a course where you have to be 
perfect, it's pretty generous off the tees.  Obviously it can get windy and some crosswinds, 
but I expected him to play well in terms of a number.  And the rust, that's different and you 
never know what's going to happen there.  But today definitely didn't surprise me by any 
means. 
 
Q.  How much did you find yourself maybe watching him more than you would 
normally watch another guy in a situation like this in terms of curiosity factor? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Well, for a little bit there every time we were -- I wasn't hitting, I was 
watching, but there for a little while we were kind of opposite so I didn't really see him from 
the tee until the green.  But no, it wasn't anything that much different than other people, but 
there's a lot of guys out here that are really impressive and I love watching good golf and 
good golf shots, especially playing with Tiger, you're going to want to want him and I did as 
much as I could. 
 
Q.  What did he do today that you didn't expect to see? 
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JUSTIN THOMAS:  Nothing, really.  I know he's a grinder from watching.  I knew he was a 
great putter from the amount of putts I've seen him make on TV in the past.  He's driving the 
ball really well, which he was driving it well at home.  He didn't finish off very well driving it, 
but like I said, it wasn't anything out of the ordinary for what I was expecting. 
 
Q.  Was there a difference playing with him in competition as opposed to playing with 
him in practice rounds? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  Yeah, we had to putt those three-footers, that's a little different, but 
nothing too crazy.  It's still golf at the end of the day.  I know it's very cliche and it is different, 
it's a competition and the pins are going to be a little tougher and the greens are going to be 
a little faster or whatever, but a place like this, you know, where it's not overly firm, it's not 
crazy difficult, it's just kind of just keep it in front of you sort of thing, it wasn't too much 
different.  And we had to walk, too, we didn't have carts. 
 
Q.  What's the value of this tournament for you, what do you think the value is for 
Tiger, and is there a difference? 
 
JUSTIN THOMAS:  I mean, we're obviously both here for the same reason, we're trying to 
accomplish the same thing, but I mean for me it's kind of getting back into it.  I mean, it 
obviously is for him, too, but a little different way.  I'm sure he's trying to build confidence and 
try to hit the shots in competition and tournaments as opposed to.  It's one thing to do that 
for fun, but when you get tournament.  But for myself, I'm just trying to come out here and 
trying to finish the year on as positive a note as I can and just work on the things that I've 
been working on that I need to improve on for next year. 
  


