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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
November 30, 2017 
 
MARC LEISHMAN  ( -5) 
 
 
Q.  Leish, great to finish the 18th there with a birdie. 
 
MARC LEISHMAN:  Yeah, it was a really nice way to finish.  The back nine I played a lot 
better, a couple birdies.  That eagle was really nice.  And then to follow it up with a birdie 
and birdie the last was really good. 
 
Q.  Can you talk us through the eagle? 
 
MARC LEISHMAN:  Yeah.  Hit a good drive, really good drive.  Didn't quite hit the best 
second shot, tried to turn it over.  I was between clubs but left myself with a pretty easy chip.  
Hit a really good chip and made it.  Whenever you can chip in or make a long putt it makes 
you really happy, and I was able to hole a few really good putts and the chip-in obviously. 
 
Q.  Feel good headed into tomorrow, mate, after today? 
 
MARC LEISHMAN:  Yeah, feeling good.  Game's in a good spot, putter feels good, so 
hopefully can get out early with no wind and have a low one. 
 
Q.  How hard was it with the greens?  I guess the rains probably made it a little bit 
easier, but they were very grainy early in the week.  Is that how you found them out 
there? 
 
MARC LEISHMAN:  Yeah, they are a little bit grainy, but they're so smooth.  Yeah, the rain 
did slow them down, but they're perfect.  I mean if you hit a good putt, it goes in.  Your 
speed needs to be fairly firm because if you're a little bit soft, it does turn off really quickly.  
It's important to have speed, but yet the whole course is perfect really. 
 
Q.  You made some big putts.  What was the one on 8 like? 
 
MARC LEISHMAN:  The one on 8, yeah, I bogeyed the hole before that.  Didn't hit a great 
tee shot or wedge shot in there so to make that putt was good.  Started a string of I think 
three birdies in a row, so then long putts are awesome when you can make them and I made 
a couple of them today. 
 
Q.  How helpful is it to play a couple times here before when you get deeper into the 
weekend when you have more of an idea of some of the tricks? 
 
MARC LEISHMAN:  It is, definitely, yeah, the experience around a course like this when the 
greens are as severe as they are.  There's a few runoffs and it's nice to know where they run 
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off from, and I've missed a few greens around here in the past.  So I know the holes where I 
can attack and the holes where I have to back off a little bit.  Yeah, experience is a big thing 
around here.  I think it's the third year I've played it since it's been redone, the fourth year 
I've played it at Royal Pines so hopefully that's enough to know where not to hit it and I can 
keep making some birdies this week. 
 
Q.  They talk about how strong the field is.  Did it get the competitive juices going 
when you saw Sergio going low early on? 
 
MARC LEISHMAN:  Yeah, definitely.  Anytime you're home it doesn't take much to get the 
competitive juices flowing for me.  Great to see him playing well.  Big name, obviously the 
Masters champion.  It would be good if we could both play well and try and fight it out at the 
end.  Long way to go. 
 
Q.  Pretournament you said because the conditions were a bit of a question mark, 
 
  


