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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
November 30, 2017 
 
RICKIE FOWLER  ( -5)   
 
 
Q.  Rickie, just want to start, just get some comments on your opening round. 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  It was nice.  I have only woods in the bag, definitely pleased with how 
the new F 18 from Cobra worked out, 5-wood 3-wood and driver in the bag.  I didn't hit 
5-wood today but the 3-wood and driver were nice.  So to come out and put those into 
competition and see something really good from them is always a positive.  So I feel like I 
drove it well and managed the day pretty well.  Just the two bogeys, which were kind of 
dumb bogeys in a way, shouldn't have happened, but off to a nice start and that's all you can 
ask for on Thursday. 
 
Q.  What length is that driver, is it a little shorter? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  Same, same as I've been playing, 43 and a half.  It feels right to me.  
May feel short to someone else. 
 
Q.  What's at stake for you this week, what's the atmosphere for you and what are you 
looking to accomplish? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  I think just having started off the new season, having started it off well in 
Mexico and then having a good solid week (inaudible) for some time off, the most time I've 
had off in the fall and it's been nice.  So to see the game staying in a good spot where I 
haven't been playing a whole lot, especially when we were going to Mexico and I played a 
little bit coming into here but took some more time off to spend time with family and friends 
for Thanksgiving.  So to see things stay pretty tight and get off to a good start here today, 
that's really kind of main thing is to stay in a good spot going into next year.   
 
With Tiger and his foundation, what they've done down here with Hero at this tournament, 
it's a pretty relaxed atmosphere.  We're able to come here and have a good time, enjoy time 
with friends and family.  It's pretty chill, but at the same time you want to have bragging 
rights with the other guys throughout the year.   
 
It is a good time to test out some new equipment.  There are a number of guys that are 
maybe trying something this week.  Like I said, it was a great time for me to do it.  I have all 
my other stuff here if something didn't work out, but I'm planning to keep going the way 
today was.   
 
Yeah, it definitely has more of a relaxed feel especially early in the week.  Come Sunday 
obviously we all want to be in the mix, but that's where it starts to feel more like a real golf 
tournament where the back nine Sunday, there's going to be potentially four, five guys in the 
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mix and that's just like any other week for us.  Up until then, it's nice to have the hospitality 
(inaudible) provides and Tiger and his foundation here, they've been great. 
 
Q.  Speaking of Tiger, obviously you guys have played some at home and so forth, 
what was your curiosity level today to see what he did and did you find yourself 
peeking at all when you had a spare moment? 
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  I didn't see anything really.  I think all I heard was, I can't really call it a 
roar, not like there's grandstands or anything out here, a Tiger roar for out here.  He made a 
putt on No. 8, we happened to be close by there, maybe 100 yards away.  You can't really 
see a whole lot of scoreboards or anything like that, so it's not like you're able to keep up 
with what other guys are doing.   
 
I just want him to come here and play solid golf and be healthy and feel good where he's 
going to be able to go play some of the west coast to start the year.  The biggest thing for 
him I saw playing at home with him, he was swinging it good enough, hitting it plenty far.  
Just keep doing that.  I think his biggest thing was he wanted to tighten up the yardages.  He 
wasn't sure how far things were going partly because he was hitting it further than he was.  
Hey, you don't have to hit it any further.  Dial it in here, you're going to make putts, you're 
fine, just go out there and play golf.   
 
Q.  (Comment about par 5s.)   
 
RICKIE FOWLER:  He's usually decent on the par 5s.  I'll have to talk to him about that.  No, 
that's a great start.  It wasn't easy out there today with the wind.  I didn't expect him to 
struggle.  We've been playing well together at home and we play in a bit of wind.  It's a good 
solid start. 
 
  


