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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
October 27, 2017 
 
JEFF MAGGERT  ( -6)   
 
 
Q.  You played a great round, especially on the back nine.  Can you share some 
thoughts on your performance today? 
 
JEFF MAGGERT:  I just tried to be patient today and take what the course would give me.  
Obviously I need to play well here to move on to Phoenix, but I'm just trying to take it one 
day at a time and play well. 
 
Q.  Obviously knowing that, though, obviously nice to get out to the nice start in 
terms of now setting yourself up for the next couple of days to have that opportunity? 
 
JEFF MAGGERT:  Absolutely.  And, you know, they set the course up pretty difficult today, 
so the early morning guys I think have a little advantage today.  I expect the greens to get 
really firm and quick this afternoon.  So it was nice to get off early.  Obviously tomorrow I'll 
be at the end again, but I did feel like the course might have played a shot or two easier off 
early this morning. 
 
Q.  Comparatively to last year when we had the rain and it was a little soft, was it a 
much different golf course this time around? 
 
JEFF MAGGERT:  Absolutely.  It was pretty cool so the course played a little bit longer.  
These are the conditions that we like to play in.  I know it's warm, but a firm course, the 
greens get firm, you've to the to hit pretty good iron shots into the greens to get the ball 
close and give yourself opportunities.  To me, I'm pleasantly -- to see that because I wanted 
a tough course this week.  I felt like if I played well, maybe I can separate myself a little bit 
from the rest of the field as opposed to everybody shooting 10, 15, 18 under.   
 
Q.  You obviously did a lot of your scoring on the back.  Did you find something or 
was it just a matter of hitting it close and making some putts?  
 
JEFF MAGGERT:  I hit the ball well all day.  I made a couple long putts on the front.  I 
missed a couple short putts on the back, but then I hit the ball close a few times.  I had some 
easy tap-in birdies, so a little mix of everything today. 
 
Q.  Do you have any idea what you need to do this week in order to be in Phoenix in 
two weeks? 
 
JEFF MAGGERT:  Not really.  I figured top-3.  I may not have to be top-3, and I told 
someone if you're shooting for top-3, you're shooting for a win, so that's the mentality.  I 
haven't won this year, so like I said, I haven't really played that great this year.  I was 
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expecting to do much better.  I guess it's never too late, so I'm going to try to play the best I 
can this week and get my first victory for the year. 
 
Q.  That said, do you feel like you found anything today? 
 
JEFF MAGGERT:  I'm working on it.  It's a work in progress.  I wouldn't say I'm just 
100 percent full of confidence, but my ball striking's good and really my putting's been 
holding me back and I felt really good with the putter today.  I was seeing the lines on the 
putts.  So more than anything, that's probably the biggest confidence boost, feeling like I can 
come out and make six, seven birdies if I'm making a few putts. 
 
Q.  You took advantage of the par 5s on the back nine?  
 
JEFF MAGGERT:  Yeah.  There's five par 5s here, so that is an advantage.  I birdied two of 
them today.  In my brain I always think three or four of the par 5s here, so I felt like I was one 
short.  I missed a little short putt on 13 over there, I missed a little five-footer from above the 
hole, but other than that, I played well. 
 
Q.  Am I wrong or right in thinking that you played here during Tiger's event a couple 
times? 
 
JEFF MAGGERT:  I didn't play Tiger's event. 
 
Q.  I know you played Shark Shootout? 
 
JEFF MAGGERT:  It was the Shark Shootout.  I think that was at least in the early '90s, '93, 
94 maybe. 
 
Q.  I was just wondering.  Obviously they redid the course a couple years ago? 
 
JEFF MAGGERT:  I never played Tiger's event.  It was a pretty small field, I think he only 
had 10 or 12 players. 
 
Q.  Yeah, it topped out at 16. 
 
JEFF MAGGERT:  No, never made it over for that one. 
  


