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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW  
October 22, 2017 
 
BERNHARD LANGER    ( -16) 
 
 
LAURA VESCOVI:  I would like to welcome Bernhard Langer to the interview room.  He is 
the champion of the 2017 Dominion Energy Charity Classic.   
 
Bernhard, you had an exciting finish.  How did it feel for win in that fashion and capture the 
first leg of the Playoff?  
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  It was very exciting to come down the 18th and to make an eagle.  I 
needed birdie to get into a playoff, but to make an eagle and win it outright, doesn't happen 
very often.  I think it only happened one other time in my career when I holed a bunker shot 
or something for eagle as well.  It was great.  I was missing so many putts today and finally I 
made one when it really mattered. 
 
LAURA VESCOVI:  We'll open it up. 
 
Q.  Were you kind of keeping an eye on the standings, and as you wrapped up saying, 
okay, let's see if we can get this eagle on the last hole? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, I knew the last four or five holes where I was.  I looked at a 
couple of leaderboards and my caddie Terry told me as well, we're one behind so let's finish 
strong.  Had a chance on 15, I guess.  Didn't play the 16th very well.  Had a real good 
chance on 17 but left it short.  And then 18 were three perfect shots, so it was awesome the 
way it ended up. 
 
Q.  How quickly did you know that putt was going to go?   
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  You never know until it goes in.  It's just as simple as that because 
it wasn't a straight putt.  I had to aim eight inches to the left and so I needed to be the perfect 
line with the perfect speed because if I hit it too firm, it won't break, and if I hit it too soft, it 
will break more.  So finally made a real good putt and it pretty much went into the center of 
the hole. 
 
Q.  You said out there on the -- I know you were down the stretch with Vijay, really 
locked in.  Nos. 13 through 15 there were no scoreboards out there.  How were you 
and your caddie able to figure out that Verplank was making a move? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  You don't need a scoreboard on every single hole.  I saw a 
scoreboard on the 12th green, I think, and then we saw another one on the 15th green, so 
that's good enough, every two holes sort of thing.  I don't play by scoreboards anyways.  I try 
to make birdies and move ahead if I can.  Just couldn't make a lot of putts today and that 
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held me back. 
 
Q.  You said you couldn't make a lot of putts and yet it was the putt that won you the 
whole darn tournament.  What was your confidence level going into that putt knowing 
the putter hadn't been with you all day and saying, well, it's either going to work or 
we're going to a playoff here? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, that putt didn't win me the tournament.  I played 54 holes that 
won me the tournament.  Yeah, the confidence wasn't that high, to tell you the truth, but I 
had a very similar putt just on 17 that was about seven, eight inches left to right and I made 
a really good stroke but I left it an inch short, or two inches.  So I was going to make sure I 
get this one to the hole, but I didn't want to race it five, six feet by and give myself the 
opportunity to three-putt.  So it's always a fine line of being aggressive but not too 
aggressive. 
 
Q.  Bernhard, maybe you mentioned this, but what was your shot sequence on 18? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Driver and a fade 3-wood or slice because a straight 3-wood would 
have been too much, so I cut it in there and hit it to about 18 feet and made the putt. 
 
Q.  Where do you kind of rank this among some of the craziest finishes in your 
career? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, I just mentioned that a minute ago.  I only twice I think in my 
career finished with an eagle on the last hole to win the tournament.  So definitely it's been 
the last four shots I hit today were perfect shots.  Hit a great 3-hybrid on 17, gave myself a 
birdie chance, and then hit a good drive, a good 3-wood and then a wonderful putt. 
 
Q.  We talked to Scott McCarron a little bit earlier about the idea, he said, hey, you can 
win next week; as long as I win the final tournament, I can still with this whole thing.  
You dominate every year, you have six wins on Tour this year and you won the first 
Playoff and yet you can still lose the Charles Schwab Cup.  
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, that's the crazy thing about the Playoffs, I guess.  It's not fair, 
but it is what it is and he's right.  There's at least five guys that can win outright and maybe 
more.  It could be 10 guys that if they win the Schwab tournament, they might even win the 
Schwab Cup. 
 
Q.  How do you explain -- a lot of guys when they get to 60 have stopped winning.  
How do you explain your domination at this point in your career? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  I can't explain it.  There's a lot of factors.  Got to be healthy, got to 
have good technique, be mentally strong, have the will to practice, have a good team around 
you, coach, caddie, family, support, all that kind of stuff.  There's a lot of things go into it, and 
hard work. 
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Q.  A lot of guys -- obviously you want to win, you're very competitive.  That last putt, 
you desperately wanted to make it.  Is there any part of you, will you say something to 
Scott next time you see him like not an apology but, I don't know, do you say 
anything? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Of course.  As soon as I see him I'll say, hey, great playing, you 
really put the pressure on me and the heat.  I'm not going to say I'm sorry, but I'm going to 
say you made it hard for me to nip you and almost had to go to a playoff. 
 
LAURA VESCOVI:  Any other questions?  Great, thank you, Bernhard, for being here and 
congratulations. 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Thank you, appreciate it. 
  


