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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
October 20, 2017 
 
DAVID TOMS    ( -5) 
 
 
Q.  Pretty good start.  
 
DAVID TOMS:  Yeah, it was.  Yeah, I like the golf course.  I played solid yesterday in the 
pro-am.  Went out there early in the round, I hit a couple wayward drives and got in the 
rough.  It's tough to play out of the rough.  But I recovered well and then started to find the 
swing with the driver and I set myself up to have a lot of birdie opportunities the rest of the 
round.  I didn't finish on a high note there on 18.  I was trying to hit about a 270-yard 3-wood 
and that's not my cup of tea, so I got in a tough spot, but that's all right.  I felt good most of 
the day.  I putted well.  I didn't make a whole lot, but I hit a lot of good putts and hopefully it 
will set me up to gain some confidence there with the putter and finish well on the weekend. 
 
Q.  Does a one-round pro-am give you enough chance to -- one look at the course? 
 
DAVID TOMS:  Well, actually, I was talking to my caddie about how long the weeks are 
when you get here on Sunday because I drove up on Sunday, played nine Monday, nine 
Tuesday, and the golf course is drying out nicely.  It was pretty wet Monday, so it's changed 
quite a bit.  Greens are a little bit firmer but still receptive, and the ball's traveling a little bit 
better off the tee. 
 
Q.  Did you get in such a groove that you decided, hey, I think I'll try a 270-yard 
3-wood? 
 
DAVID TOMS:  Well, I didn't quite kill it off the tee so I probably, you know, couldn't really 
reach the green.  I put a swing on it like I was trying it get there and it wasn't very good.  I've 
been doing a good job of staying within myself, especially on holes where I can't reach it, 
just putting it in play.  And I got a little greedy there on the last hole because I put a lot of 
good swings on 3-woods today, so I thought I would try it.  Obviously I didn't hit a very good 
shot. 
 
Q.  You saved par there in spite of an obstructed swing, so you're tied for the lead as 
far as I know.  How is it just overall for the day that you had and the position you put 
yourself in? 
 
DAVID TOMS:  Obviously I'm in a good position.  Any time that you're -- if you're not in the 
lead, if you're close to it, you know, that's a good spot.  So for me I've had a lot of ups and 
downs this year and I would like to finish on a high note.  So being up there with a chance 
come the weekend is always good, especially in a three-round tournament.  You play bad 
the first day and you're pretty much out of it.  So to me, tomorrow is a day where I need to 
stay right in it, give myself a chance on Sunday. 
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Q.  What were you thinking on that third shot to get back on to the green? 
 
DAVID TOMS:  I actually had a pretty easy shot.  I had a good lie.  In fact, I was hoping I 
didn't have to drop the ball because I had a good lie in the rough.  Actually didn't hit a very 
good shot, only had like 75 yards with lob wedge and so I gave my chance for birdie.  I just 
didn't want to finish with a bogey so I recovered well.  Still, 18's a birdie hole, most guys will 
be trying to make birdie there today.  So not to finish with a birdie was not that great, but still 
overall solid round. 
 
Q.  Am I right that this is your first year on the PGA TOUR Champions?    
 
DAVID TOMS:  Yeah, yes.  I just got old enough. 
 
Q.  A broad question though, what's it been like? 
 
DAVID TOMS:  It's been fun.  You know, a lot of nice places like Country Club of Virginia.  
We played a lot of good golf tournaments, people have been fantastic.  Catching up with a 
lot of the guys I played with most of my career, that's been nice.  Getting to meet some guys 
that I didn't know very well, so it's been fun.  It's obviously a little more laid back, but at the 
same time it's very competitive.  It's just what I need at my age. 
 
Q.  I know you're a golf course designer in your spare time.  Are you always scouting 
when you're out here, do you observe it in a different way now? 
 
DAVID TOMS:  Maybe so.  As a player you can always tell what's kind of awkward.  A lot of 
times it's visually awkward and when you actually play it, it's not too bad.  But this golf 
course, it's all in front of you.  There's some movement out there off the tees which you have 
to pay attention to, but overall it's a beautiful golf course.  I would like to design something 
like this myself, really old-style golf course and a great piece of land.  They did a good job 
here.  
  


