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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
October 20, 2017 
 
ROCCO MEDIATE    ( -5) 
 
 
Q.  Well, a pretty good start for you, 5 under, good way to kick off this event?  
 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  It's a nice start for me, period.  I haven't been around much.  Yeah, it 
was good.  It was solid, solid day.  Putted nice, drove nice.  You have to do it around here, 
it's a good golf course. 
 
Q.  Did you feel you had that in you warming up this morning? 
 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  Oh, it's been coming.  Just putting's -- we all say putting's been beating 
me up.  Golf swing's coming around.  I'm just more playing golf instead of golf swing, so I'm 
just out there playing.  I haven't forgotten. 
 
Q.  The rough is up this year compared to last year?  
 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  Yeah.  You don't want to be in there a lot, it's just so hard and that's 
how it should be.  I wish we had it like this every week.  But I drove most fairways.  Missed a 
couple but just barely missed them, so I was okay.  I wasn't in trouble.  No. 10 I hit it over but 
wasn't in trouble a lot. 
 
Q.  What was back nine like for you there, four birdies? 
 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  It was good, just solid.  Hit some good nice putts.  Not long ones, 
middle range putts.  Made a good par on 10, that's what kind of kept me going.  Had a good 
six-footer for par there and then the rest of the nine was kind of stress free, which is good.  I 
don't need any more stress. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  It was just a sand wedge shot.  Just enough to pitch it past the hole 
because it's back in.  So yeah, it turned out fine obviously.  Came back nice.  It should have.  
But it was on the right line, had to be a little right of the pin or else it goes down off the 
green. 
 
Q.  You mentioned your putting.  How long of an issue has that been for you? 
 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  I've putted crap for a while, a good year or so.  Just not making the 
ones you have to make to keep something going.  And then I haven't been hitting it worth -- I 
just started to hit it again.  Last three or four weeks I've started to see some improvement 
with my iron shots.  So I haven't been doing that either.  So.  
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When you putt lousy and your irons are no good, you can't shoot good scores.  I drove fine 
most of the year, I'm right there a lot.  So it's coming, it's coming nicely.  Short game's tight.  
Has to be around here.   
 
Yeah, took a lot of time off.  I stayed home with the little one.  As you know, I have a 
two-and-a-half year old, Francesca Rose.  
 
But I went to PGA Superstore in Minnetonka last week because I was getting fit for an Edel 
putter and Ian, the guy there, goes, "Here, take my Cameron and see what it specs out at."  
It's supposed to be 72 and 4, it was 71 and minus 1 degree loft.  So I'm blaming my bad 
putting on the loft of the putter.  I'm blaming the putter.   
 
So we fixed it and it had to make a difference because it just looked better to my eyes and I 
rolled it better.  So something happened there, too.  So Ian, I just met him the other day, he's 
great, but he said, "This is off."  I said, "Well, fix it," and he did somehow.  Didn't snap it or 
nothing. 
 
Q.  This was Minneapolis? 
 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  Minneapolis, yeah.  We did that and it worked out fine.  JD helped me 
last week.  Daly, of course, as always.  I said, "JD, I'm just not" -- he said, "Let me see it."  
He says, "Well, dude, the ball's 17 feet in front of your stance, get it back where it belongs."  
And since then I've kind of putted good.  So JD came to my rescue again.  He did it last year 
at the PGA, so he's my guy. 
 
Q.  What were course conditions out there for you? 
 
ROCCO MEDIATE:  Perfect, the golf course is fine.  The pro-am on Wednesday, it was 
perfect like it is now.  It's going to firm up hopefully and the greens are fast.  They're perfect, 
they're good.  If you hit a good putt, it will go, it will go in.  It's good, I've got no complaints. 
  


