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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
October 18, 2017 
 
SCOTT McCARRON   
 
 
CHRIS RICHARDS:  Thank you, Scott McCarron, for joining us this afternoon.  Welcome 
back to Richmond.  How's it feel to come back to a golf course, a community that did so 
much for you last season?  
 
SCOTT McCARRON:  Well, it always feels good to come back to a golf course that you're 
defending champion and you won at.  This a great area.  The crowds just came out and 
supported us so well last year being a first-time event.  It just felt like a major event, a big 
event for us.  The golf course was in good shape last year.  It's even in better shape this 
year.  The rough is really up, greens are absolutely perfect, more grass on them than they 
had last year, fairways are good.  So I don't think the scores -- I think I shot 13 under last 
year.  I think the scores will be probably right around there because the rough is so difficult. 
 
CHRIS RICHARDS:  What did last year's win mean to you?  It really set you up for what 
you've done this season.  You've won four more times since you won here last year.   
 
SCOTT McCARRON:  Well, it did.  Anytime you win an event toward the end of the year, it 
got me to second in the Schwab Cup going into the final event.  It meant a lot.  I won my first 
event at Principal Charity in Des Moines, and then to back it up with another win here, a 
multiple win, it means a lot.  Just kind of keep proving yourself that you can come out here 
and compete and can win and hit shots under pressure and it's kind of led me to win four 
times this year.  Absolutely, it's helped a lot. 
 
CHRIS RICHARDS:  As we look at the Playoff standings this year, very elite group at the 
top, yourself, four World Golf Hall of Famers, everyone's still chasing Bernhard.  Do you feel 
like there's some good momentum carrying into the second year of the Playoffs?  
 
SCOTT McCARRON:  Well, I think so.  Langer again has played absolutely phenomenal 
this year like he has for the last few years.  We've kind separated ourselves a little bit from 
the rest of the pack.  I've got a pretty good lead on third and he's got a big lead on me.  So 
I've got to have a good Playoffs.  I've got to play well this week, got to play well next week, 
and hopefully go in just a little bit behind him going into the Schwab Cup and if we can win 
that last event, we can still win the whole thing, and that was the goal at the beginning of the 
year. 
 
CHRIS RICHARDS:  I'd like to open it up to questions.  
 
Q.  Scott, now that you're back here in Richmond, do you carry over anything from 
last year's performance when you go into that first round on Friday that maybe can 
get you off to a better start? 
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SCOTT McCARRON:  Well, each week is different whether you won, it's a year ago.  But 
when you come to a golf course you've won at, you definitely have a lot of confidence.  I 
seem to see the shots off the tees.  The shots are a little bit prescribed out of here, we've got 
a lot of left-to-right holes, right-to-left holes, tree-lined holes, and it just shapes shots 
beautifully.  So in your mind you kind of know what shot you're going to hit when you're 
getting up, standing on the tee. 
 
Q.  I think you mentioned confidence there.  Can you elaborate on that, how much that 
does help coming back to a course where you've won and do you have kind of a 
swagger coming in here after you won last year? 
 
SCOTT McCARRON:  Well, you've always got to have a little swagger no matter where you 
go.  I think it's nice to come back.  You know, you see your picture in the hotel when you 
walk in, kind of reminds you and gives you some of those good feelings that you had last 
year.   
 
But again, it's a new tournament, it's a new week and you've got to go out there and play 
well.  So I've got confidence because I've played well here at the golf course before and 
hopefully that will carry over. 
 
Q.  Does it get old chasing Bernhard Langer? 
 
SCOTT McCARRON:  You know, if I keep doing this for 10 more years when he's 70 and 
still chasing him, that might get old.  But the guy, he's impressive.  He's the guy that we've 
all kind of set our sights on to kind dethrone him somehow, but he keeps playing well every 
single week.  Even when he's off he still finishes in the top-10 and I don't think the general 
public realizing how good of golf Bernhard is really playing.  He's playing some of the best 
golf he's ever played in his life and he's playing some of the best golf that's being played all 
around the world.  I don't care how, at 60 he's still playing great golf. 
 
Q.  Anything that you see in him that enables him to do that? 
 
SCOTT McCARRON:  Well, there's a lot of things.  He puts in a lot of time.  He spends a lot 
of time in the gym, he works out, he eats right.  He's doing all the things that you need to do 
to give yourself the best opportunity.  His knowledge on every golf course, he probably 
spends more time walking the golf course, playing the golf course.  He plays a lot of practice 
rounds by himself because he likes to take his time.  I've been able to play a few practice 
rounds with him to kind of pick his brain a little bit, but when he misses a shot, he seems to 
miss it in the right place.  He's not short-siding himself, he's not putting himself in position 
where he's going to make a big number.  He's able to hit the ball very consistent and hit it 
where he's looking and that means a lot.  When he does miss a shot, he's got a really good 
short game, a lot better short game than I think people give him credit for.  He's a 
phenomenal chipper and putter.  So he's a guy we're trying to set our sights on how to 
dethrone him somehow and I'm going to have to play really well here over the next three 
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weeks to do that. 
 
Q.  The change to round 1 this year, round 2 last year, what kind of difference does 
that make for the golfers when they go out there on Friday with more golfers in the 
field?  
 
SCOTT McCARRON:  Yeah, the biggest difference is there's -- we have now 69 guys, I 
think, that are teeing up this week.  There's just more guys that have potential to win.  Last 
year it was 54.  Anytime you have more guys, and just about anybody can win out here 
when they're playing well, so just makes it a little bit tougher.  I think it's great for the fans 
here in Richmond to be able to see basically our whole PGA TOUR Champions field, which 
is nice. 
 
Q.  Scott, for golf fans in Richmond who are on the fence about coming out or not, 
can you make the pitch about what they're going to see out here and why it's a good 
idea to come check out some of the best talent in the world?  
 
SCOTT McCARRON:  Well, exactly right.  You're coming out to see, I mean, guys that are 
in the Hall of Fame.  These are the best golfers during their time and they're playing some of 
the best golf of their lives right now.   
 
So if you want to see really good golf this is a great spot to come out here.  There's so much 
else going on with food and food trucks, and just the fans are having a great time and the 
weather's going to be absolutely perfect.  So I would encourage everyone, if you like golf, 
you've got to come out here and see these guys. 
 
Q.  Been a time since you won last year.  You've been back to Richmond, you've 
expressed your love for this community.  Earlier in the week you went over to 
Kanawha Golf Club and participated in that pro-am.  What is about the city of 
Richmond that you love so much and maybe these golfers love that makes it such a 
joy to be here? 
 
SCOTT McCARRON:  Well, one, it's a beautiful area.  I love all the trees and all the foliage 
that comes out when we're here.  The leaves start turning a little bit.  I'm from California.  
Living in la Quinta, we don't get to see that at all so it's nice to see some seasons.  But it's 
just a beautiful community, a beautiful city, great food and the golf course here is actually 
spectacular. 
 
Q.  Do you like it that they've -- the course might be a little bit rougher, the rough is 
up? 
 
SCOTT McCARRON:  Well, definitely puts more premium on driving it in the fairway.  
Anytime you miss a fairway out here it's pretty penal.  It's going to be difficult to hit the green 
out of the rough.  Sometimes you might get a little lucky break where it sits up, sit up a little 
bit.  But yesterday, anytime we missed a fairway, the ball would sit down pretty good and it 
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was almost chip-out rough.  It was very difficult to get it on the green out of the rough.  
Anytime a golf course plays tougher, I like that. 
 
CHRIS RICHARDS:  Anything else for Scott?  All right.  Thanks very much and good luck 
this week. 
 
SCOTT McCARRON:  Thanks, guys.  Appreciate it. 
  


