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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW  
October 15, 2017 
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE  ( -16) 
 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Well, Colin, congratulations.  Win No. 5 in your PGA TOUR Champions 
career and impressive three-stroke victory over some pretty good players today. 
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Yes, yes.  Well, thank you.  I'll just correct you if I may, I think 
that's six, I think that's six.  Is it six?  I think it is six.  Three majors and three others, is that 
right?  Two this year? 
 
DAVE SENKO:  It was five coming in, yeah. 
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Five coming in, so thank you.  No, I was getting worried there.   
 
Delighted obviously -- if you can write this down, lads.  Thrilled to win this championship.  It's 
one of the favored ones on the Tour, one of the big ones on the Tour.  We had a great field 
this year and one of the strongest fields we've had.  Jerry Kelly joined the Tour, David Toms, 
Vijay Singh all playing here.  Langer, of course.  Scott McCarron just before the Playoffs.  It 
was super.   
 
I must say all credit to the greens staff.  I think they've done a wonderful job.  I think the 
greens are only months old, I believe, and I think they're superb.  Firm, fast, true and a new 
type of grass they've got on the greens, so I think it's fantastic.  Prestonwood Golf Club has 
been hospitable every year we've come.  Staying at the Umstead Hotel, it's a beautiful place 
to be and everything's great.   
 
So delighted to win, as I say.  To go out the last round tied with Jerry Kelly and Phillip Price, 
two guys who I know very well from the years gone by.  All starting 8 under.  To score the 
best score of the week starting from that position, yeah, gives me a huge amount of 
confidence going into the Playoffs and I look forward to the next few weeks with added 
incentive now, yeah. 
 
DAVE SENKO:  Impressive, I believe you just had one bogey over your last 51 holes --  
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Yes. 
 
DAVE SENKO:  -- which is very telling, I guess, with the -- 
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Yeah, it is, yeah.  I had two bogeys through the week, the third 
the first day and the fourth the second day.  So as you say, the last 51 holes I only had one 
bogey.  Around a course of this quality and the firmness of the greens, yeah, that proves that 
the game is in very good shape and it has to be.  The standard of golf here is extraordinarily 
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high.  Every time you make a birdie, you feel you have to make an eagle because someone 
else has made a birdie.   
 
I mean, I played the front nine very well there today.  I was 3-under par leading the 
tournament, started at 3-under par, and I find myself coming down the ninth one behind 
because Corey Pavin's played the front nine in 5 under.  It's amazing.  If it wasn't him, it was 
Vijay Singh, Doug Garwood, defending champion, what a great defense he made.  Vijay, of 
course, is always a danger.   
 
So it was great to push forward from there and play the back nine in 5 under and delighted 
to know that I'm capable of doing that and it's still in there and it's a great feeling to have 
when you know the way that you're swinging the club and the way you're hitting the ball.  As 
I said, this gives me huge confidence to go into the next three weeks. 
 
DAVE SENKO:  How aware were you of where you stood as the day unfolded?  
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Oh, I'm the ultimate scoreboard watcher.  In fact, I could tell you 
who's 28th, never mind first, second or third.  I need a life actually, I need a life.  Scoreboard 
watching.  Yeah, I knew exactly what was going on.  There was a cheer at 15 as I was 
playing 14.  I realized that was for Corey Pavin's birdie.  I didn't know that he had bogeyed 
14 and bogeyed 16, so actually I thought that was to tie me so I needed that putt at 14 and 
15.  But when the putt went in at 15, I knew I was okay, I knew I was safe there.  I could get 
around.  I was hitting the ball well off the tee.  I knew I could hit the last three fairways.  If I 
did that, I was going to win and I did do that. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  You obviously matched Corey's --  
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Yeah, yeah, matched Corey's at 10.  It's funny, although you 
have five birdies and no mistakes, the one hole that was pivotal on the back nine was the 
par save at 13.  I was in the bunker off the tee.  It was a poor tee shot, in the bunker off the 
tee.  I missed the green on the right and I chipped up to about six, seven feet and they're the 
momentum putts that have got to go in, they're the ones -- that putt allowed me to birdie 14 
and 15.  So the key moment on the back nine was the par save at 13 allowing the birdie to 
go in at 14 and 15 and 17 really.  It gave me the freedom, yeah, yeah. 
 
Q.  The PGA TOUR can be such a grind when you're out there, so much kind of 
pressure.  Is this kind of like having a second life on this tour? 
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  It is very much a second life, but at the same time, you know, I 
was just saying to my caddie Alistair, we've been together since 1992, we've been together 
for 25 years and you might think it's a second life, but he said that although I got to No. 2 in 
the world during the '90s, it felt and feels very, very similar.  It feels similar.  I was up against 
the Corey Pavins of this world, the Vijay Singhs of this world in the '90s and still am.  And it 
feels as good as it did then to beat them occasionally, and it must feel the same for them to 
beat us occasionally, too, you know what I mean? 
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So it's a very similar feeling you get coming up the last few holes of winning events in 
Europe or winning events in America compared to what it is here.  So it might be a second 
life, but it's very similar to the first one.  Very, very similar. 
 
DAVE SENKO:  What are your travel plans now for -- 
 
COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Well, we're staying here tonight and we're traveling up to 
Richmond, Virginia, just a couple of hours, which is short for me because I usually drive 
longer than that.  And I take a detour if it's too short.  Get up there and start, as we all do, 
you know.  You see them on the range.  Bernhard Langer will be there tomorrow.  So I'm 
taking the day off tomorrow, but I'll be there Tuesday and grinding it out and see what we 
can do there as well.  Have to keep going.  
  


