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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
October 13, 2017 
 
JERRY SMITH  ( -5)   
 
 
Q.  Well, you got off to a fast start and then kind of hit the wall, so to speak? 
 
JERRY SMITH:  Yeah, I made a couple of long putts from off the greens early and chipped 
one in actually on, must have been maybe 12, I think, over the back of the green.  So I had a 
couple of fortunate things.   
 
But then I got kind of in a rhythm, I started playing nicely actually, birdieing 17, 18 and then 
1.  And then I hit a couple drives that were in the rough and I just had a hard time kind of 
going at the flags and just was trying to get them on the green and get my pars and get out 
of there.   
 
But the first one would have been there on 4 and then I hit -- 9's a tough hole, especially with 
the wind blowing.  I tried to be aggressive with the driver and hit a natural kind of cut for me 
down there, but I didn't pull it off and hit it in the fairway bunker and just had to pitch it out.  
That's really the only option I had.  And I missed a couple.  Actually had good looks on 6, 7 
and 8, so I would have liked to have made one or two of those.   
 
But overall I've got to feel good looking at the scores.  I think the greens are just, they're 
more difficult.  These greens, we saw last year, I mean, it's just if you miss the fairways, it's 
very hard to hold them coming in for your approaches.  And then around the greens it can be 
very difficult chipping and you hit a lot of putts it seems like from off the greens, all the guys.  
So it's a good test.  It's a little breezy out there, a little cooler today, but I didn't think that 
affected things too much. 
 
Q.  A good start, though? 
 
JERRY SMITH:  Yeah, I'm happy.  Like I said, I've been playing reasonably well through this 
last stretch.  So yeah, just always talk about getting yourself in position or in contention.  So 
right there and that's always a goal when you start out and so it feels good to be there.  I like 
how things are shaping up at the moment. 
  


