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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
October 11, 2017 
 
DAVIS LOVE III   
 
 
MODERATOR:  We would like to welcome Davis Love III to the interview room here at the 
CIMB Classic.  Davis, you've had a couple of weeks to reflect since being inducted into the 
World Golf Hall of Fame.  With a couple weeks to think about it, what are some things you 
remember from that night, what does it mean to you?  
 
DAVIS LOVE III:  Well, yeah, I've been -- I've obviously known about it over a year.  Took 
me a while to get -- wrap my head around it that I actually was going to be in the Hall of 
Fame.  I had a very, very long speech for the induction and it got cut down at the last minute, 
and it was a very emotional time for me with Tom Kite introducing me and then Lorena 
Ochoa coming out and she made me even more emotional speaking before me.  So I was 
glad to get through it.  I think I would like to release the transcript of my speech so 
everybody could see what I was trying to say, but it was an emotional night.   
 
Really, the last couple weeks I played the Champions Tour event at Pebble the week before 
and they introduced me on the first tee as World Golf Hall of Fame member and I wasn't 
quite in, but I guess I'm going to have to get used to that.  Last night had a great event with 
CIMB and they ran a video of me going in the Hall of Fame and gave me a cake.   
 
It's just settling in really that for the rest of my life I'm going to be in an exclusive club with 
Jack and Arnie and the greats of the game.  Amazing to me that I'm in.  Pat Perez said last 
nature, "Hey, it's no surprise," but it's still a surprise to me that I'm in that group. 
 
MODERATOR:  Later that week you were a captain's assistant for Captain Strick and the 
U.S. team in the Presidents Cup.  Some reflections on that week, obviously a successful one 
for you guys. 
 
DAVIS LOVE III:  Yeah, the guys were playing great coming in.  I hated -- I missed all of 
Tuesday practice, which was disappointing, but then once I jumped in on Wednesday they 
were just raring to go.  I've never seen a team -- I guess the excitement of winning in Korea 
in '15, winning the Ryder Cup in '16, they were really on it.  They knew what they were 
doing.  They were having fun on Tuesday, Wednesday.   
 
Jordan Spieth gave them a great message on Wednesday night.  He said, "Guys, this has 
been fun but let's get to work.  We've got a big day tomorrow."   
 
We got off to a great start.  In '16 the first session of the Ryder Cup and my message to 
them was in the Ryder Cup, let's win every session, let's be ready to go.  And Jordan 
reminded them, hey, we've had a fun couple days but tomorrow's going to be tough, it's 
alternate shot, it's going to be windy, let's get focused.  I think he really brought the team 
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together.  Hey, let's get off to a great start and they started right out of the gate Thursday 
afternoon matches, but they started right out of the gate ready to go and they never let up.   
 
They were disappointed they didn't win on Saturday night and that's a great way to be.  
Whether it's the baseball playoffs at home right now or NHL, the goal should be to sweep, 
should be to win every match, not just try to get by.  And I think that's our U.S. attitude right 
now is, let's get on them early and play hard and not depend on singles.  And they did a 
great job, it was fun to watch. 
 
MODERATOR:  And switching gears just a little bit, we're here early in the PGA Tour 
season.  Talk about kicking off your year on the PGA Tour. 
 
DAVIS LOVE III:  Yeah, after a busy couple weeks and with the Presidents Cup team, I 
didn't think it would be wise to go to Napa without practicing, so I got kind of back on my 
game a little bit last week working on it.  Excited to come here.  I played here two years ago 
and played well.  And it kicked off my season.  I ended up making the Playoffs, albeit at the 
last minute in 2015 but I made the Playoffs and it was a great year.   
 
Then due to some surgeries and some injuries, I didn't make it back here last year but I'm 
excited to kick off my season.  It's a great way to get going.  Obviously this is a great event.  
Look what it's done for Justin Thomas the last few years.  You know, he won here, came 
back the next year and won again, give him confidence in international competition and he 
just hasn't really looked back. 
 
So I'm looking for that kind of start that Justin Thomas had, win here and win a whole bunch 
more the rest of the year. 
 
Q.  Davis, you mentioned the Presidents Cup.  One of the big (inaudible) for Asia and 
particularly for people like (inaudible) was obviously Anirban.  He lost the first match 
and then any observations the way he fought back with Si Woo Kim, the first to get a 
full point and then he won the last two holes? 
 
DAVIS LOVE III:  Yeah, his passion was one of the highlights I think for their team.  
Unfortunately, we held them down the whole time where they really couldn't get going.  But 
he was -- when I watched him play -- I didn't watch a lot of his matches but when I watched 
him play, he was playing with passion and he was playing with confidence.  I think what we 
saw out of that team is they're young and they're ready to go and they're excited, they just 
needed some experience.  But yeah, he played very well and I could see it, that he could be 
a star for the team for a long time. 
 
Q.  Have you seen him play anywhere else on the Tour? 
 
DAVIS LOVE III:  Just a little bit.  I know him to say hello and to watch him play.  We haven't 
played together very much, but obviously a solid player.  That's what I'm saying.  When the 
world continues to expand, it's going to get harder and harder for the U.S. to win these 
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matches.  We've been lucky in the Presidents Cup, but when the rest of the world continues 
to grow in strength, who would have thought 20 years ago we would be talking about U.S. 
having a tough time to win the Presidents Cup or the Ryder Cup.  Now, it's going to be 
harder and harder.  I always go back to Jackie Burke say we should play one country at a 
time, not half the world at a time.  But Lahiri and others are going to make it tougher and 
tougher for us. 
 
Q.  A couple of questions.  Do you see -- I think the core of the U.S. team's going to be 
pretty much set for the next two or three editions of these international competitions.  
Do you see the U.S. team doing very well next year in France in the Ryder Cup?  And 
then my second question is, related to you personally, when you came out you were 
one of the longest hitters in the game.  Now when you play with these youngsters, 
you're just an average hitter off the tee or average, above average? 
 
DAVIS LOVE III:  When I played at home last week I was really long and then when I come 
out here I'm kind of short.  You know, I was, I was that guy for a long time.  Until Daly came 
along, I was the longest out there.  If it was firm and fast, Scott Verplank was long, but I was 
the longest to fly it out there.  You know, I had my run at being the long hitter.  Now I'm very, 
very average.  There's not very many guys out here that are short.  I say there's long on the 
Tour and then there's really long, and I'm in the average long.  Enough to get by, but I'm 
having to play a different game.   
 
My teacher, Jack Lumpkin, even four, five years ago said, you have to work on your wedge 
game because you're not going to beat up the par 5s anymore.  And even here with no roll 
playing yesterday, I was like, oh, boy, I'd better go work on my wedge game.  So I'm going to 
have to be the wily veteran and going to have to play smart to take advantage of my wedges 
and my putter a little bit more. 
 
But that's just part of it.  That's why at 53 I probably should be playing more on the other tour 
where they put the tees up, but over there Langer, Scotty McCarron, they're just making so 
many putts.  If I putt well enough to win over there, I can still kind of compete.  I had a couple 
top-10s this summer where I felt like I was playing well. 
 
But what was the first part of your question? 
 
Q.  Just about the core of the U.S. team. 
 
DAVIS LOVE III:  Yeah, you know, they said it a lot during the telecast, I went back and 
watched some because the highlights were so good, they kept talking about this team will be 
together for a long time.  Well, we've had some great teams that didn't stay together.  It's 
hard to keep 12 -- I'll bet a lot of money we don't have the exact same 12 in Paris. 
 
Q.  Five or six, though? 
 
DAVIS LOVE III:  The core of it -- yeah, we hope.  Like I watched Keegan Bradley in 2012 
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and I was like oh, I can't wait for Keegan Bradley to play on a bunch of these teams.  He's 
been on the bubble of making but he hasn't quite been on.  Webb Simpson, even Bubba 
Watson hasn't been consistently on the team every year.   
 
So it will change a little bit, but your Jordan Spieths you can pretty much count on Jordan 
and Justin and those guys as long as they don't have injuries.  It's hard to imagine we played 
some teams without Tiger Woods.   
 
So it will change a little bit, but what we have is a group of guys.  Like Daniel Berger didn't 
make the team in '16 but he was there practicing with us and he was thinking he was going 
to make the team and we included him in discussions.  When he got to Presidents Cup, he 
felt like he was part of the team.  So Daniel is going to pull along some other guys.  
Chappell, Hoffman, those guys felt like they were on the bubble.  Ryan Moore has been on 
the bubble a lot and then he made it to the Ryder Cup.  He didn't quite make the Presidents 
Cup team, but he feels like he's part of the team now.   
 
There's 30 guys maybe that feel like they're part of U.S. team golf and it's just a matter of 
who gets to play.  So I think that's the attitude we've got.  We've got to keep everybody in 
the loop and keep everybody excited about it and make it a goal.   
 
You know, when Justin Thomas said a few years ago, I want to make the Ryder Cup team, 
that's a big goal of mine.  Guys are saying at the start of the season they want to make the 
Presidents Cup.  We saw Phil fighting for it.  That just creates a group of guys that are 
focused on it.  And we have to be focused year round because we play it every year, not like 
Ryder Cup or Europe and rest of the world, they get it every other year.  We have to really 
be focused and stay on it and I think we are. 
 
Q.  Davis, with somebody with a career like yours, 21 PGA Tour victories, Hall of Fame 
career, successful captaincy in the Ryder Cup, how do you set goals for yourself and 
what are those goals? 
 
DAVIS LOVE III:  Pat Perez in our Q and A last night said, "What are you doing here?" 
 
I don't want to give up playing on the PGA Tour.  I said last year maybe this is my last 
go-round.  I unfortunately shattered my collarbone snowboarding and missed three months, 
and now I'm going to take a mulligan and try it again this year. 
 
I am exempt from most tournaments on my lifetime exemption but I don't want to use that, I 
want to play well enough to -- I would like to try to make the 125 again.  I'm not going to stay 
out here and take up a spot and miss a whole bunch of putts.  If I don't feel like I can play, I 
won't.   
 
But there's a couple times this summer even coming off of the injury in the winter that I felt 
like, hey, wait a minute, I can still compete.  It might not be on the long golf courses.  Erin 
Hills probably wouldn't suit me, it would probably suit Brooks Koepka, Justin Thomas, the 



5 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

guys that bomb it.  But a lot of the courses will suit me and I've got a lot of experience on 
them.  So I'm going to hang in there a little bit longer, but I'll be the first one to admit it when 
it's time to go and Pat Perez can chase me off when it's time. 
 
Q.  Davis, the PGA Tour has been coming to Malaysia eighth year now, for CJ Cup 
next week and back to China again.  How exciting, how big is it for the Tour and also 
players to be coming to Asia for the next three weeks? 
 
DAVIS LOVE III:  Yeah, this is my fifth term on the PGA Tour policy board.  I've watched the 
Tour grow really around the world.  With the Canada Tour, the Latin American Tour, playing 
two events now in Mexico, three over here, it's really growing.  It's an international game.  
CIMB with an even bigger commitment now to this event.   
 
We have to embrace that that we're going to play around the world.  Our tour is going to be 
kind of the world tour.  Guys are coming from all around the world to play our tour as the 
premier place to play, so we have to come over here and play.  It's a great streak.  My goal 
would be to get in all three of them next year, it would be a nice goal.   
 
But I know guys are excited about this three-week swing.  It's a great way to kick off the 
year.  Then we go back home and play a couple and then to Mexico, then to Sea Island to 
finish up kind of the fall part of our series.  Then we go right back to Hawaii and start up 
again, end up in Mexico in a World Golf Championship event.  So we really are, we're 
growing around the world and it's great to see that companies like CIMB have us over here 
for such a long time. 
 
Q.  Twenty years ago who would have thought that the U.S. would have a tough time 
in the Presidents Cup.  20:00 years ago who would have thought that the PGA Tour 
would be in Asia three weeks in a row.  Any thoughts of that, players like you 20 years 
ago coming here for three weeks in a row? 
 
DAVIS LOVE III:  I remember as a rookie on Tour thinking how far it was to go to play in 
Japan in the Dunlap Phoenix or the Chunichi Crowns.  They just seemed so far away and 
now it's just part of our Tour.  It seems -- I'm over for one week.  That's a long way to come 
for one week.  In 1985 when I started on the Tour, I never thought I would be playing in 
Malaysia in between playing at Pebble Beach and then New York, then Malaysia, then back 
to playing in Mississippi.  You know, it really is amazing.  It's a long way to go.  
 
And my son's playing Q-School this week in Georgia and we're on a completely different 
time schedule.  It is, but now it's the norm.  I remember Gary Player being the guy, and then 
the Ernie Elses or Sergio Garcias that travel all around the world and play in so many 
countries.  The U.S. players need to get used to that as well.  This is where our future is, is 
playing more of a world tour.  The Golf Channel goes everywhere.  Our events are in 
hundreds of countries around the world, so we need to play in them and embrace that. 
 
Q.  Sticking with Asian question, you spoke about Anirban earlier, but (inaudible)? 
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DAVIS LOVE III:  Yeah, it's really growing in so many different countries, it's not 
just -- Europe used to be where we were going to get our Bernhard Langer and Seve 
Ballesteros and Garcias.  Now they're coming from all around the world to our tour.  
Matsuyama is one of the best players in the world no matter where he came from and he's 
representing his country, going to inspire a whole 'nother generation of players.   
 
The competition for Dru Love, my son, the competition's getting tougher and tougher 
because it's not just coming from U.S. players or U.S. college golf.  I just saw Thomas 
Pieters' golf bag in the locker room said Illinois on it.  That's the way it is.  These players are 
coming from around the world to train in the U.S., to play in the U.S. and to play the U.S. 
tour, which it really isn't the U.S. tour, it's the PGA Tour and that's Malaysia, Korea, China 
and Mexico this fall, which is really amazing.  I think it's going to get tougher and tougher for 
U.S. kids.  We're on a roll right now, but as you said, the top-10 players in the world are from 
all around the world. 
 
MODERATOR:  Great, Davis, thank you for your time and best of luck this week. 
  


