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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
October 10, 2017 
 
HIDEKI MATSUYAMA   
 
 
(through interpreter) 
 
MODERATOR:  We would like to welcome Hideki Matsuyama into the interview room here 
at the CIMB Classic.   
 
Hideki, obviously coming off of a fantastic season.  This is a place you've played well at 
before, you were the runner-up last year.  So just talk about, you know, we're here beginning 
the PGA Tour season and your first start, just talk about getting your season off to a good 
start. 
 
HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  Thank you, Alex.  Yes, last year I was able to mark a runner-up 
finish here at the CIMB Classic.  Kickstarted really a fantastic year for me.  Hopefully I can 
play well again this year and have just as good a season. 
 
MODERATOR:  Hideki, played the Presidents Cup.  Talk maybe a little bit about that 
experience and maybe channeling it into this season here. 
 
HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  Yeah, it was a tough week at the Presidents Cup.  I did finally play 
well the final day, but I was under the weather during the week and really when I came back 
to Japan after the Presidents Cup, I really didn't feel well.  I just took the week off.  Today's 
round was really the first time I've picked up a club since the Presidents Cup, but hopefully I 
can find my game quickly and somehow make it interesting on Sunday. 
 
MODERATOR:  Hideki, you entered the FedExCup Playoffs last year ranked No. 1 in the 
standings.  We're early in the season.  Talk about how important it is to get off to a good 
start in the FedExCup. 
 
HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  Yeah, it is very important to play well in the opening events.  It 
makes the season a lot easier when you're able to get some FedEx points early.  Hopefully I 
can do the same and make the season enjoyable. 
 
MODERATOR:  We'll open it up for questions. 
 
Q.  Hideki, you're No. 3 in the world now, you were No. 2 a little while ago.  What are 
you going to have to do to become No. 1?  
 
HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  You know, to become No. 1 in the world, I'm going to have to play 
better and hopefully I can find my game here this week and play as well as I did last year.  
As long as I can keep doing that and keep having good results, hopefully that day will come.  
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But right now I'm really not playing well enough to become No. 1, but I'm trying my best to 
change that around and hopefully challenge the two guys in front of me. 
 
Q.  What do you think of the course? 
 
HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  Yeah, I played nine holes today.  The course is basically the same 
but it's changed a little bit.  There's some fairways that are a little bit narrower, some that are 
a little bit wider.  Hopefully I can find that fairway a lot this week and challenge for the 
victory. 
 
Q.  Hideki, what aspects of your game do you think you need to improve?  
 
HIDEKI MATSUYAMA:  To answer that fairly, we don't have enough time today to go over 
all of it, but basically my driving and my putting need to improve. 
 
MODERATOR:  We would like to thank Hideki for his time today.  Best of luck this week. 
 


