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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
October 10, 2017 
 
ANIRBAN LAHIRI   
 
 
MODERATOR:  Anirban, welcome back to TPC Kuala Lumpur.  A lot of memories here 
obviously with the win here at the Malaysian Open a couple years back.  What sticks out in 
your mind with coming back to this place here this week?  
 
ANIRBAN LAHIRI:  It feels nice, it feels like home, it feels familiar, it feels comfortable.  
Yeah, it's nice.  It's become like one of those tracks like Delhi Golf Club for me that I feel 
nice when I go back to.  I feel positive, I feel like I can play well.  And like you said, there's a 
lot of good memories so as a good bank to, you know, reach into once you tee off on 
Thursday.  So yeah, I'm looking forward to this week. 
 
MODERATOR:  You played the back nine this morning.  Has the course changed anything 
at all?  
 
ANIRBAN LAHIRI:  Yeah, I think it's a little different.  I think they've added -- some of the 
green complexes have been extended.  I think 14 and 18 they've added a little bit of space 
on the back right on both the greens.  17 I think they brought the green in a little bit, they've 
added a slope now.  You might actually hit it in the water hazard even if you clear it.  Earlier, 
if you just cleared it, it would be on the green.  It was like water hazard, green, but now 
there's a fringe, so I can see a little bit of change there.  I think they've added a lot of fringe 
around the green that probably has never been there.  So I can see some minor changes 
there, but the rest of it is pretty similar.  The course is playing soft, greens are playing a little 
firmer than they have in the past, which is probably good.  So yeah, it's nice. 
 
MODERATOR:  Sounds like a week for low scoring again, is it?  
 
ANIRBAN LAHIRI:  I would think so.  I mean, just depends if it gets very windy or not.  
Usually it's not very windy, so if it doesn't rain, which is obviously unlikely, it might be a little 
firmer, in which case it might get a little bit harder to score on.  But if you get the usual 
(inaudible) whether we get some rains for the week, then I think it will be pretty conducive for 
low scores. 
 
MODERATOR:  Let's take some questions for Anirban.  
 
Q.  How do you prepare yourself for the heat and how much sweat you're going to 
be -- that's going to be pouring out of your body? 
 
ANIRBAN LAHIRI:  Yeah, I think you have to come prepared this week, you need to load up 
on your electrolytes.  You need to hydrate all the time, not just when you're on the golf 
course but even when you go back to the hotel, you're just constantly drinking water.  It 
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doesn't matter how many times you have to go to the bathroom, but you want to be -- you 
should never have a deficit, let's put it that way.   
 
So when you're out on the golf course, you're always drinking, eating.  It's not just the 
liquids, electrolytes, but you also need a lot of food.  You burn through your energy really 
quickly here.  So this is one of those cheat weeks where you can pretty much eat anything 
you want because you can be sure that by 2:00 it's all gone.   
 
So yeah, you just make sure you keep eating, keep drinking, keep hydrating.  And you want 
to regulate your body temperature as well because it gets hot out there and then you come 
indoors and the AC's blowing, so you might have one of these handy just to make sure you 
don't cool down too quickly because that's also happened in the past and we've had 
lightning delays.  You come in straight into the AC and you go out and you come back in and 
you go out and that's bad for your body, too.  So yeah, I guess I've had a decade of 
experience playing in these conditions, so that helps. 
 
Q.  Congratulations on your captaincy of the Eurasia Cup in January.  Will you be 
using this tournament to see some of the players that you may feel be part of your 
team at that time or is it too far ahead? 
 
ANIRBAN LAHIRI:  Well, I think Arjun being the captain is also getting his strategy in place.  
I know I met him at the Wyndham Championships about a month and a half ago and we had 
a few discussions as to what he was thinking and he asked me what my ideas were.   
 
Personally, I'm looking forward to playing.  There's a good chance most likely that I will play.  
There is a slight chance that I might not play, but for me it's exciting always.  The Eurasia 
Cup is a very special event and hopefully I get that opportunity. 
 
Q.  Just a follow-up question, last year you had minus 19.  Have you got any ideas of 
the score this year? 
 
ANIRBAN LAHIRI:  I think when you get there on Thursday you just want to go ahead 
down, birdie every hole because it's going to be one of those weeks that you really need to 
make a lot of birdies.  No number is safe.  Justin shot 26 and 23, I think.  It's never enough.  
If you're 7, you want to be 10; if you're 15, you want to be 20; if you're 20, you want to be 25.  
Just got to keep pushing it. 
 
Q.  This is a question outside the ropes.  Maybe you can just share what it's like for 
you and your family now living in the U.S. and do you miss your life on the Asian 
Tour? 
 
ANIRBAN LAHIRI:  That's a long answer.  No, I'm enjoying myself.  It's been two years 
now.  I think we've well and truly settled there.  We bought a house that's probably going to 
finish end of this month.  It's been like a baby, it's been a year.  So looking forward to that.   
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Getting used to living in Palm Beach.  Made a lot of friends.  We've got a lot of international 
players there, all the South Africans at the Bear's Club.  So yeah, Palm Beach is beginning 
to feel like home, America's feeling -- the PGA Tour feels like the home tour now. 
 
Having said that, I went back to Bangalore after the Presidents Cup last week and four days 
at home felt like four hours.  I miss it.  I miss my friends and hanging out and doing all the 
things that I've done my whole life, so I miss that.  I miss playing with my friends out here on 
Tour.  I've got a few of them here and it's always nice to catch up with them.  Just coming 
back to Asia, it feels really nice to me.   
 
So I would say that I have moved on, but I do feel like it's very close to my heart, so 
whenever I do come back it feels great to be back.  It feels like home, like I said. 
 
Q.  Is this a good opportunity for the Asian Tour players to take the chance and make 
a mark? 
 
ANIRBAN LAHIRI:  Absolutely.  No, absolutely.  I think this is a great, great platform.  A lot 
of players -- of the 10 guys who qualified, I think there's a whole bunch of them who could 
contend this week.  They all have the ability, we all know that.  I was exactly in that position 
for three years in a row when I played this as an Asian Tour member, so it feels slightly 
different because I'm here as a PGA Tour member now.  But every year that I've played 
before this, even last year, even though I was on the Tour, I entered through the Asian Tour.   
 
So it's a great opportunity.  I learned so much from my first two or three times that I played 
this event.  From the players that I played with, I asked questions, I picked their brains.  Also 
got me a chance to kind of gauge what the level of golf is and where I need to take my golf 
and try and elevate to that level so that I could be full time.   
 
Yeah, it starts with the first step.  For a lot of the kids this week, a lot of the young players 
especially, it will be the first step.  But you never know where that path leads, so it's great. 
 
Q.  You played with Tim Clark, was that some sort of validation from him to say hey, 
you're good enough to play on the PGA Tour? 
 
ANIRBAN LAHIRI:  Yeah, it's funny, today I played the back nine, like you said, and D.A. 
Points got up with us on I think the 13th hole and we were walking down the fairway, and he 
said, Hey, Anirban, do you remember we played here four years ago?  And I'm like, yeah.  
Now we play on Tour together.   
 
So whether it's D.A. or Pat Perez or Tim Clark, you know, a bunch of other guys now that I 
play with week in and week out, I've learned from all of them.  I've kind of managed to raise 
my game and hopefully I can continue to raise it and take it to the next level.  So like I said, it 
starts with the first step so it's a fantastic background. 
 
Q.  Last question for me about Presidents Cup, not quite the result that you guys were 
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looking for, but from a personal point of view, how was it for you, especially on the 
Saturday evening match and getting that halve as well on Sunday? 
 
ANIRBAN LAHIRI:  Yeah, I mean, second go-round, it was a tough week.  The Americans 
played really, really well and I think we all underperformed and played well below our 
potential, which is a bad combination at most times, especially so when it's in New York.  So 
it was nice to actual actually come back on that Saturday and we had probably the worst day 
per se, worst Saturday sessions ever, I think.  We didn't win a match in the morning 
sessions, one halve and just our win between Si Woo and me.  So it was very important for 
me personally to get through that barrier mentally.   
 
Also, it was great to get that point for the team because the morale was probably rock 
bottom.  You know, the worst thing for us would have been if it got over on the Saturday.  So 
the fact that we took it to Sunday and we fought for our lives on Sunday and actually had a 
convincing win, 7 and a half to 4 and a half, you know, really helped kind of put balm on our 
wounds honestly.   
 
So personally, it was great.  I think the circumstances in which Saturday and Sunday 
finished for me was a great confidence booster.  A lot of appreciation from my teammates, 
so you cherish that more than anything else.  So yeah, for me it was a good high to finish but 
obviously it was a tough week. 
 
MODERATOR:  Anirban, thanks very much for joining us and good luck this week. 
  


