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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
October 10, 2017 
 
LI HAOTONG   
 
 
MODERATOR:  We have Li Haotong here this afternoon.  Haotong, welcome, first time 
playing in the CIMB Classic.  Just give us your initial thoughts about the golf course as I 
believe you've had a chance to look at it? 
 
LI HAOTONG:  Yeah, golf course looks fantastic, condition is great and hopefully enjoy this 
week. 
 
MODERATOR:  And how's the game feeling?  
 
LI HAOTONG:  Good.  I had a week off in China so mental just quite relaxed now. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay.  Obviously a lot of folks here remember the stuff that you did at The 
Open in July.  How did that help you in your career, how do you think it will move you in your 
career apart from pushing you up in the world ranking?  
 
LI HAOTONG:  Yeah, definitely after that week gave me a lot of confidence in big sport.  Let 
me also get in a lot of big events.  So quite good experience and hopefully play good the 
end of season and get in top 50. 
 
MODERATOR:  Let's take some questions for Haotong.  
 
Q.  I want to ask, when you come to Asia, do you feel more comfortable, more 
confident? 
 
LI HAOTONG:  Yeah, because I come Asian, yeah.  It's very comfortable and enjoy the 
weather and also the food, especially the food.  So everything's really good for me. 
 
Q.  So what do you think of the golf course and how it sets up for your game? 
 
LI HAOTONG:  It suits my game, I think.  Suit my eyes because it's a lot of driver hole, a lot 
of short par 4s.  Have to play smart, so I think I'm good on that. 
 
Q.  Do you prefer driver or iron?  
 
LI HAOTONG:  I hit a little bit short than Justin Thomas, so prefer iron.  
 
Q.  Is iron play crucial this week or more putting? 
 
LI HAOTONG:  I think more about tee shot and putting. 
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Q.  Now that you've had time to soak in the stuff that's happened since summer, how 
special was that final round at The Open and what do you recall the most sitting here 
right now from that wonderful day? 
 
LI HAOTONG:  It's quite special for me, the Sunday.  Just when I played before, before I 
teed off, I thought just like a normal day.  So very enjoyed the front nine, and as soon as I 
make a couple birdies later, I realized, oh, probably today going to make something, but 
didn't realize last four holes make four in a row, so was quite happy.  And also play with 
Ernie Else.  A little bit disappointed didn't get in a Presidents Cup. 
 
Q.  Did you watch any of the Presidents Cup and would that be a goal for you trying to 
play in two years down the road? 
 
LI HAOTONG:  Right, definitely, it's my next goal.  
 
MODERATOR:  Haotong, thanks very much.  Good luck this week. 
 
LI HAOTONG:  Thank you. 
  


