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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW  
October 8, 2017 
 
BRENDAN STEELE  ( - 15) 
 
 
DOUG MILNE:  Like to welcome Brendan Steele, winner of the 2016 and 2017 Safeway 
Open.  Brendan, congratulations on your third career PGA Tour title.  I know this is obviously 
a place that is now very near and dear to your heart.  So with that, can we just get a few 
comments from you, starting the season strong, 500 FedExCup points to get the year going.  
 
BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, yeah, I'm getting pretty spoiled winning the first event of the 
year.  Feels pretty good, first on the FedExCup cup at least for a week.  This place is so 
great for me, I feel so comfortable here and it's been a great run.  This will definitely set up 
my season and hopefully springboard me into another really good year.  Super excited and it 
happened totally differently than last year with the weather and everything.  Course played 
as opposite as it could, but still able to have enough knowledge of the course to know where 
to miss and know where to be aggressive and seemed like it worked out pretty good. 
 
DOUG MILNE:  Yes, it did.  And with that we'll jump in and take a few questions. 
 
Q.  Brendan, can you talk about the conditions today?  It seemed awfully tough.  
 
BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, yeah, the greens, you could tell they were going to get firm all 
week.  They were firming up in the afternoon, and then I had seen the weather forecast for 
the whole week that Sunday was going to be windy and it seems like Sunday's always the 
hardest day on the PGA Tour for whatever reason, the weather comes in.  That was about 
as hard as it can play out there.  It was blowing really hard, balls were bouncing all over the 
place down the fairway.  I was hitting some drives that I couldn't believe how far they were 
going.   
 
So it made it really tough to play.  The downwind holes were probably tougher than the 
into-the-wind holes.  Changed everything from the last few days, but that was probably 
about as good a round of golf as I've ever played. 
 
Q.  Obviously any Sunday in a crowded leaderboard is going to be difficult, but when 
you see Phil Mickelson's name on the board, given his track record and his history, 
how much different is that when there's a player of his caliber among those chasing 
you? 
 
BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, absolutely.  I play a lot with Phil, obviously know everything 
that Phil's done and I've seen it firsthand.  He just does special things.  Coming to the 
scoring holes to finish, I was thinking, God, Phil might go 3-3-3 or something, something 
crazy and just blow everybody out of the water.  So it definitely has that sort of aura to it 
when a player of his caliber hits that leaderboard and you see him creeping up a little bit and 
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you hear him just in the group in front of us, so you hear all the cheers, you.  Know they're 
Mickelson cheers, it's pretty obvious.  But yeah, he's a fantastic player.  We have a lot of the 
fun playing together and it's good to see him playing so well. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, I mean, a lot of it was experience, a lot of it is a guess.  You've 
got to try and time it just right because the wind's up and down and it's shifting.  If it's straight 
in your face versus in and off the left a little bit, it changes the whole dynamic of the shot.  So 
you have to constantly be on guard against what's happening, and you can't just figure out 
your shot a minute before you play it while somebody else is hitting because it changes by 
the time that comes up.  So you have to have a sense as you're getting into it whether 
you've got the right club or not.  We made a few really good changes today where I was over 
the ball and just didn't feel right, felt like it was playing long or short or whatever.  Sometimes 
that works out, sometimes it doesn't, but today it did. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, I mean it's really hard.  I've had success here obviously, but 
I've also have failure here.  I made a bunch of bogeys on the back nine in 2015 and I had 
the lead through I think 66 holes or something and then bogeyed five of the last six or 
something and totally blew up, so I know I can do both.  I know I can birdie the last three to 
win and I know I can totally blow up to lose it, so that's really tough.   
 
I had Chris Mason, who's one of my coaches, on the bag this week and he helps me a lot 
with my pre-shot routine and my mental game so he was giving me little reminders as I was 
getting into shots.  We're big on just putting positive energy in your routine and getting up for 
the shot rather being worried about what's going to happen and what could happen and 
going into it with kind of a flat energy. 
 
Q.  Brendan, last year when you won you got a bounce off it for almost the rest of the 
season and I think you stayed inside the FedExCup Top-20 until the Playoffs.  What 
did you learn from last year that you might be able to maybe carry over through the 
Playoffs eight months from now? 
 
BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, I mean, I really felt like looking back on it, it was just a couple 
weeks ago but I really felt like at the end of the season through the summer I definitely 
limited myself as to what I was trying to achieve.  I just wanted to make TOUR 
Championship so bad, I was just trying to scratch and claw for every point I could.  I had no 
like -- there was never going to be a week where I had a chance to win playing like that 
because you play to the level that you're -- of your thinking basically is what I figure.   
 
So you play -- if you're trying to make the cut, you'll be right around the cut line.  If you're 
trying to win, you may finish 10th but it's still a good week.  But I wasn't trying to win, I wasn't 
trying to play my best, I was just trying to get whatever points I could and I played right to 
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that level where you could just barely miss.  I'm definitely going to try not to do that this year 
and just really move forward and try to win as many tournaments as I can and get myself 
into contention in majors and do all the things that everybody wants to do out here. 
 
Q.  I recall last year when you were up here you talked about playing more fearlessly 
and more boldly, that was one of the lessons you kind of learned from playing with 
Phil a lot.  It sounds like maybe you didn't apply that all year.  Is that kind of a 
renewed vow going forward? 
 
BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, definitely.  I did a pretty good job kind of through the U.S. 
Open, I played really well.  I think at one point I made 20 cuts in a row and I had my best 
U.S. Open ever and my best Masters ever, I had my best PLAYERS.  I was playing better in 
the bigger events.  And then kind of around the British Open I just started playing a little bit 
more cautiously and a little bit more afraid.  I don't know if I got a little bit more tired or what 
happened, but I just was worried about the outcome and not the process of actually hitting 
good shots and playing good tournaments. 
 
Q.  Unrelated but you referred to being comfortable here winning two times in a row.  
What do you think it is about this course, this place that suits you so well? 
 
BRENDAN STEELE:  I think being a west coast guy, the greens are really good for me.  I 
feel comfortable.  I usually hole a lot of putts here.  That's huge for any good week on Tour.  
And I think they're tougher for guys that are used to putting bermuda and so I think I have a 
big advantage there.   
 
And then I think I'm able to take advantage of my driving here a lot of the time.  There's a lot 
of holes that I lay up on, but there's a lot of holes that I can really hit drivers.  I normally drive 
it pretty long and pretty straight, so the combination works on this course.  You can take 
advantage of the par 5s and be aggressive on some of the par 4S and I think I just 
understand where to be aggressive and where to play it a little safer. 
 
Q.  You join a great list of champions here.  You're a two-time champion.  Johnny 
Miller won here twice, Jack Nicklaus, Ben Crenshaw, Billy Casper.  What does it mean 
to now be a two-time champion on one of the greatest golf courses on the west 
coast? 
 
BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, that is an unbelievable list.  So I know I'm obviously not to the 
caliber of those players, but any time you're mentioned in the same breath as any of those 
guys, that's a nice accomplishment.  So I will definitely cherish that and I'm excited to get 
back here next year. 
 
Q.  Brendan, is it easier to get a reservation at the French Laundry when you win this 
event? 
 
BRENDAN STEELE:  I think yeah, I think it probably is.  Thomas seems to really like golf so 
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I think he's probably partial to a past champion. 
 
Q.  You are there earlier this week, right? 
 
BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah.  I told him just now when he saw him on the putting green 
during the ceremony, the problem two years ago was I didn't have dinner there on Friday 
night.  The last two years I had dinner there on Friday night and we got two wins out of it, so 
that's definitely a tradition that's not going to end.  
 
Q.  Did you make your reservation for next year already? 
 
BRENDAN STEELE:  I hope so.  I hope I didn't do anything to get myself kicked out. 
 
Q.  To go back to Phil for a sec, (inaudible) but it seems like he keeps flirting with this 
and this being the most closest example.  You know his game.  It's obviously hard to 
win in his late 40s, but how close is he and what do you think is the last step for him?  
 
BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, he's very close.  He's been playing really well.  I think the only 
thing that ever holds him back is just missing a few fairways here and there.  If he hits a few 
more fairways, then he's probably not far off at all.  But I think he played really well when I've 
been home with him.  He's had good results.  I mean, I know he played well in Boston, got 
himself onto the Presidents Cup team, had a great Presidents Cup, played well here.  So 
he's obviously trending in the right direction.  I think the work he's doing with Andrew 
Getson's really good.  I think they have a really good understanding of where they want to 
go and what they're doing, so I don't see any reason why he can't be competitive for a really 
long time.  I've always said I think Phil can win at Augusta well into his mid to late 50s, he 
just knows the course so well, he has such and excitement for getting there and has just the 
right game for it, so I don't see him slowing down anytime soon. 
 
DOUG MILNE:  Well, Brendan, congratulations. 
 
BRENDAN STEELE:  Thanks, Doug. 
  


