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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW  
October 8, 2017 
 
BRENDAN STEELE  ( -15)   
 
 
Q.  Brendan, what a round it was.  What type of adjustments did you have to make 
starting today knowing the wind was going to be up and no wind the first three days? 
 
BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, this was a brutal wind today.  It was actually blowing the 
opposite way, too.  We had very little the first three days but what we had was blowing the 
other way.  So all the holes were playing totally different.  Lots of holes into the wind, lots of 
uncomfortable shots.  The downwind holes, it was blowing so hard, they were even harder 
than the into-the-wind holes.  
 
Q.  When you look back at this win right now, you go back to hole 14.  How big and 
how crucial was that putt you made there? 
 
BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, that was huge.  I put myself in a really bad spot.  I didn't want 
to get to that bunker in the fairway and I was able to bounce it right in there into a spot I 
didn't like.  And then that's probably the weakest part of my game.  Chunked it out of there, 
chunked it into the bunker.  Just making a complete mess out of it and that putt felt as good 
as any. 
 
Q.  Well, you get off to this start right now.  How does that change your goals 
throughout the year now? 
 
BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, it really was a good springboard for me last year.  It propelled 
me to my best season yet and I think I held myself back a little bit at the end of the year 
really trying to get to the TOUR Championship and really put a lot of pressure on myself.  So 
it was nice to get restarted here and feel a little bit more free and everything back to zero.  
So I think I learned a lot from last year and I'll try to keep moving forward. 
 
Q.  Brendan, drink it in buddy, second time in a row.   
 
BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, I like standing here with you late on Sunday. 
 
Q.  Well, it starts with the beginning of the round.  Different conditions but you didn't 
put a foot wrong for the first stretch of holes really.  
 
BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, yeah, I played really solid.  I was able to make some good par 
saves.  I had a big par putt on the first hole and then was able to clip a couple birdies on the 
front nine.  And then to get into some really tough holes on the back with the way the wind 
was blowing and was able to kind of duct tape it around and get in to the finish. 
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Q.  There were a couple big saves there on 13 and 14? 
 
BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, 13 and 14.  13 I hit it way down there and still couldn't hold the 
green and ended up making probably a 12-footer for par.  Then 14, a good putt for bogey 
which really could have sent me spinning the wrong way. 
 
Q.  You were the goal standard ball-striking wise this week, but that long iron into 16, 
that thing was out of the --   
 
BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, that was a really good swing.  It's nice when you make those 
swings when you really need them and I felt really comfortable with the shot and hit it really 
flush and right on my line and fortunately that one held the green. 
 
Q.  Last year you win here, you nearly make it to the TOUR Championship.  How does 
that change things for you? 
 
BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, yeah, my main goal last year was to make it to the TOUR 
Championship and unfortunately I came up a little bit short.  Kind of ran out of steam at the 
end of the season.  Feel like I learned a lot from it.  I want to be free kind of going into the 
Playoffs.  I was doing the math every week trying to figure out what I needed to do and was 
able to miss it by I think two shots at Chicago.  Anytime you kind of hold yourself like that if 
you're just trying to make the cut, you're going to end up right around that number.  So I'm 
going to definitely learn from that and try to keep moving forward. 
 
Q.  California kid makes it back-to-back here in Napa.  Brendan, what would you say 
was the most crucial point in your final round in order for you to defend your Safeway 
Open title? 
 
BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, there were a lot today, a lot of big putts, especially on the back 
nine.  One of them for par, one of them for bogey on 13 and 14, those were huge.  And then 
some really good swings when I needed them as well. 
 
Q.  Brendan, what did you find out about yourself this week?  You've won before on 
the PGA Tour but to do it in this fashion? 
 
BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, I mean it is so hard to win out here and you really have to be 
on your game, you really have to stay focused.  I really have been working hard on not 
letting myself get down when things don't go right, and it can be something small that puts 
me kind of emotionally down.  I'm kind of an emotional guy and if I three-putt a hole or if I 
make some kind of mistake I didn't think I should make, then I really have to refocus.  I was 
able to do that well this week and put a lot of good energy into the next routine. 
 
Q.  Speaking of emotion, at the end of the month you and your wife are welcoming a 
very nice addition to the family, a daughter.  What does this win mean to you given 
the amazing changes your family is going to have? 
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BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, it's just the cherry on top.  It's so nice to be able to come out 
here and pick up a win right before she comes.  It's going to be so fun to be home for a few 
weeks.  Actually going to get quite a few weeks off right after she comes.  Just really excited 
about that. 
  


