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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW  
October 7, 2017 
 
PHIL MICKELSON  ( - 10) 
 
 
Q.  Phil, it was not a bad day out there, it could have been a little better.  You got it 
going early, you really did.  It was a little fun out there and you were playing from the 
rough and having some fun and hitting some good shots? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Yeah, I had a good front nine and I had a chance on the back to make 
up some ground.  Fortunately I didn't let anything slide away, I got back to even par.  I let a 
few shots slide on the back, but within striking distance and that's what I'm excited about 
because even though I was fractionally off today, I feel like I'm really close.  If I put it 
together tomorrow, I feel like I can a really good low round and it will be nice to go a few 
groups in front of the leaders and try to put some pressure on them. 
 
Q.  You were telling me yesterday that there was a low one out there and there was 
yesterday, you proved me wrong.  I thought it was playing pretty hard.  Talk about the 
shot you hit at 13, man.  He's got a low hook but he really doesn't have much. 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Well, that was one of my better ones, for sure.  It was one where I 
didn't have a great lie and I had to keep it under a tree and hook it.  I just smother-hooked a 
7-iron and was able to chase it up there, and then I made the putt, which was awesome, too.  
So I would have taken a 4 there in a heartbeat, but that was a good 3 there.  Again, though, 
I let a few go coming down the stretch but I'm within striking distance. 
 
Q.  Looking toward tomorrow not where the lead is but how many are between you 
and the lead right now? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I'm looking more at a number.  The greens are baking out, they're 
much firmer, faster and very glossy.  I think it's going to be difficult to follow birdies.  So if I 
have a chance to play a few groups in front and make some birdies, force them to have to 
make birdies, I think it's going to be a lot harder.  So I like the position I'm in, I just have to 
get off to a good start. 
 
Q.  Phil, a nice birdie on the last.  What was the positives from today? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Well, the positives are that I'm very close.  I was a little bit off today but 
my speed was back.  I started hitting the ball with a little bit more authority even though it 
wasn't quite finding the fairway.  I made some good birdies on the front nine.  I had a good 
round on the back side, I let a few shots go.  So the positives are that I'm close, tells me that 
if I just put it a little bit together tomorrow I have a chance to make a run at it, and I think if I 
get off to a good start, make some birdies, I think it's a lot harder to follow birdies when you 
have to make them than when you go out front. 
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Q.  Speaking of making birdies, you made a ridiculous number of shots.  The one you 
did on 13 was just absurd, how did you pull that off? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Well, if I knew I would tell you.  It was one of my better ones.  I just 
smother-hooked a 7-iron trying to keep it under the tree, chase it down on the green and it 
turned out 12, 15 feet from the hole and I made the putt.  That was a real bonus.  But I think 
you hit enough of those shots, you kind of figure them out over time. 
 
Q.  You said you wanted to get off to a good start this season.  How nice is it to be in 
this spot going in tomorrow? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  It is nice.  It's a good position where I'm in front of the leaders 
tomorrow.  If I put some heat on them with some birdies early, I think it will be more difficult 
to make birdies to follow.  But if not, then I think they're going to pull away.  So I need to get 
off to a good start tomorrow and then I need to finish the round.  I haven't finished the round 
the last three days and I've got to finish it off. 
 
Q.  What have you done better or differently on the front nine? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I've just taken advantage of opportunities, and then we get down to the 
last few holes and there's some birdie holes on both nines.  16, 17 and 18 can be birdied 
and I played them even par today.  So I just need to finish it off.  I had a chance to shoot 6, 
7, 8 under par today and I shot 4.  But if I get off to a good start tomorrow, play the way I did 
the front nine, I'm going to have a good chance tomorrow. 
 
Q.  How happy are you that you maintained contact with the top of the leaderboard? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Yeah, it's a good position to be in.  I get to go out in front of them, and 
if I get a hot round I don't have to worry about what they do, I can just go out and play a 
good round because if I go shoot the 7-, 8-under par round that I think is out there, it's going 
to put a lot of pressure on them to make birdies to follow. 
 
Q.  When you were standing over that second shot on 13, what were you seeing, what 
were you envisioning? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Well, the green, I could have gone either way, left or right of the tree 
that was in front of me.  But I felt if I went left of the tree, the ball would be working towards 
the hole.  I felt it would be working up the green and the false front and the hill just short of 
the green was going to take some of the steam off.  I felt like it could get on the green and 
just have a nice 30-, 40-, 50-foot look at it.  I didn't think that was out of the realm of 
possibility, but it ended up 15 feet, which was a nice bonus, and to make the putt was really 
good. 
 
Q.  What would it mean to you to win again, give yourself a chance? 
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PHIL MICKELSON:  Well, I'm going to, I'm going to win.  It's a matter of time.  I don't know if 
it's tomorrow, I don't know if it's in China, but it's going to happen.  It's going to happen soon 
because I'm starting to play well enough to do it. 
 
Q.  Is there anything that triggered that feeling that you know it? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Performance, yeah, when you start hitting shots.  You know, when my 
plane was off before, now the ball's starting down my line, it's falling left, falling right at will.  
Just the shot making is back.  The putter's solid inside 10 feet again and my short game's 
pretty easy to figure out.  So I'm playing well enough to score.  Like I said, I don't know if it's 
tomorrow but it's going to be soon. 
  


