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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW  
October 6, 2017 
 
PHIL MICKELSON  ( - 6) 
 
 
Q.  Got two rounds under your belt, it's in the morning.  I know you've had a long kind 
of last couple weeks.  Will you get a little rest before tomorrow afternoon?    
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I did, I felt ready to go today.  I expected actually a little bit better 
round, but I drove it a lot better, I hit a lot of good shots and shot the same score.  For 
whatever reason, everybody's having trouble going really low, but it's out there, those low 
rounds are out there.  I've got to go get one tomorrow. 
 
Q.  That's the thing, I think this is a golf course where you could chip away every day 
or have that one good one and then try to hang in there, but this golf course is 
difficult if you get out of position like you were at 9? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  It is challenging, but there's a lot of birdie holes there.  If you play well, 
there's a lot of par 4s that you can hit short irons into.  There's a lot of good birdie 
opportunities.  There's some tough pars, sure, but it can be had if you play well. 
 
Q.  Same result for Phil Mickelson.  Phil, how would you assess your round? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  It was okay.  I expected to score a little bit better, but I had some good 
chances today.  I drove it a lot better, I hit quite a few more fairways and gave myself some 
good birdie chances, but I let a few opportunities slide unfortunately and shot the same 
score.  It's out there, a low round is out there and I feel like I'm close to getting it.  Hopefully 
that day will be tomorrow. 
 
Q.  What would you say was the turning point in your round? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Well, got off to a good start so there wasn't really a turning point, I just 
never really kept it going.  I never took advantage of some good chances.  At the turn I had 
two good birdie opportunities and could have gotten the round to 4 under and missed them.  
But I made some good birdies and just let some slide.  It was just an okay day. 
 
Q.  A stretch where you had a great bounce-back from that double.  Can you just go 
through the stretch there, three birdies? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I ended up making a double and it was unfortunate because I hit 
it -- even though I hit a bad shot, I had a three-footer for bogey.  Bogeys don't hurt you.  
Unfortunately I missed it and made double.  But came back on the par 3 and knocked it 
close and made birdie.  And then the last three holes, 16, 17, 18, are three birdie holes that I 
was able to get 16 and 17 so I was able to get the round back.  You know, I made a few 
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mistakes today.  Certainly I hit a lot better but yet I shot the same score. 
 
Q.  Did you find something on the range yesterday? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I went afterwards and thought I worked it out.  I hit a lot more drives 
that were good and gave myself a lot more opportunities today, but unfortunately I shot the 
same score. 
 
Q.  Phil, obviously you've committed yourself here to 2020, which is rare for someone 
to do.  Is it important for you to be in contention going into the weekend because you 
think so highly of this tournament? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  It is.  I love it up here.  I think it's a very well-run tournament and I love 
what Bob Miller and everybody at Safeway has done to get all of their customers and clients 
and partners involved in the tournament.  And it's a fun place to come.  Napa's a special 
place.  I come here once or twice a year outside of the tournament.  I love it here and it's a 
fun golf course to play.  So I enjoy the event and also it gives me an opportunity to get a little 
bit of a head start on the year and go into the season with a little momentum. 
 
Q.  Can you compare this to any other tournament because of the wine, the food, 
Thomas Keller here?  It's kind of unlike anything else? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  It is.  It's done a great job of separating itself from other events, 
creating a unique atmosphere.  It's very well run. 
  


