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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
October 5, 2017 
 
PHIL MICKELSON  (-3)   
 
 
Q.  Opening the season with a 3-under par round, Phil, how would you break down the 
18 holes we saw? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  It was okay.  It wasn't exactly how I wanted to play starting out, but I 
didn't hurt myself too much in the first round but I didn't -- I didn't drive it the way I've been 
driving it.  This golf course, if I drive it well, my iron play's going to give me a lot of good 
opportunities. 
 
Q.  After a week like the Presidents Cup, does that help or hurt keeping your energy 
levels up? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Well, because I played well I want to carry that momentum over into 
this week and get off to a good start in the new year, but I feel pretty good.  I'm just anxious 
to get back out on the course, get this fixed and go shoot a low round. 
 
Q.  Saw you having a quick chat with Andrew Getson --  
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Yeah, I just tried to figure out why I wasn't feeling comfortable with the 
driver.  The rhythm was a little bit out of whack, a little quick at the top because I've actually 
been driving the ball pretty well but it was a little bit off today. 
 
Q.  Given the fact that 2 of 14 on Shotlink but 3 under still speaks of something you 
were able to accomplish? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Yeah, I didn't miss them too big, but I didn't drive the ball the way I 
wanted to and it hurt me because there were a lot of birdie holes out there that I wasn't able 
to take advantage of because I put myself in bad spots off the tee.  But I played well after 
that.  After the drive I played well.  So I'll go out tomorrow and I'll -- actually I'll go tonight and 
get it fixed because I've been driving the ball well.  You're not going to hit a lot of fairways 
here because the fairways are pinched in so much that the numbers are going to be skewed 
for the entire field, but I've got to drive it better than I did. 
 
Q.  What was different about it? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I've been driving it great.  I got a little jumpy, a little quick from the top 
and it got my body out in front and so my timing was off and I missed most of them to the 
left.  But the iron play was fine, the rhythm with that was fine.  I'll just slow it down, be a little 
more patient and it will be fine because the path and everything is where I want to. 
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Q.  How much more confident or comfortable are you here having played last year 
here?  
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I do think it helps, especially knowing the greens.  The greens are -- I 
think they're pretty cool but they're very peculiar, and if you understand them and know them 
it's much easier when you're hitting your approach shot knowing how the ball's going to react 
on the greens.  That made my approach shots a lot easier and it allowed me to pull the 
correct shot.  Like on No. 10, I made birdie there.  Rather than bump it into the hill, I tried to 
fly it up top because I knew it went away just past the hole and so it was easier to stop it.  So 
hitting the right shot into those sections of the greens has helped. 
 
Q.  When you said peculiar, subtle? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Just a lot of different little movements that it's tough to pick up from the 
fairway.  You can see them when you're on the green, but it's hard to see from the fairway.  
So when you've played it and you know how the ball reacts and what pins you can get to 
and what pins you can't, it just makes it easier. 
  


