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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
October 4, 2017 
 
MAVERICK McNEALY 
 
 
 
DOUG MILNE:  We'll go ahead and get started, like to welcome Maverick to the interview 
room here at the Safeway Open.  Making your career professional start on the PGA Tour, 
ninth overall, just a few thoughts on being here obviously in an area that's near and dear to 
you and making your professional debut this week. 
 
MAVERICK McNEALY:  Yeah, well, first of all, I'm really thankful to get the start.  There's 
always a lot of great players that can play in this event and I'm lucky that they're taking a 
chance on a kid right out of college, so that's pretty cool for me. 
 
But yeah, I grew up right down the road, went to Stanford and played here in a college 
event, the Gifford Collegiate last fall.  Our team actually lost in a tiebreaker to USC in the 
finals there.  It's so great for me to be in just a place that I'm really comfortable in, a place 
that I've played before.  Kind of the Bay area, climate, conditions, course, everything I'm 
pretty familiar with so it's a great place for me to get started.   
 
DOUG MILNE:  How much experience have you had out here at Silverado?  
 
MAVERICK McNEALY:  So we played five competitive rounds plus a practice round over 
four days.  It was a match play event, so two stroke play rounds and three match play 
rounds and a practice round, and then I'm playing the pro-am with my dad today.  It's one of 
his majors, so plenty of prep in for that. 
 
DOUG MILNE:  With that, we'll open it up and take a few questions. 
 
Q.  Good morning, Maverick.  What have you been able to learn about this golf course 
in the time that you've played it, what are the tests and the challenges that will 
confront you? 
 
MAVERICK McNEALY:  I think it's a great test.  It's very fair, it's very much in front of you, 
and I think hitting the ball in the fairway's going to be very important as it is every week on 
the PGA Tour but especially here, the fairways are pretty tight.  And knowing where to miss 
the ball off the tee.   
 
Then I think there's always a couple tricky hole locations that you have to be aware of and 
be smart which ones you can be aggressive to, which ones you have to be a little more 
conservative towards.  But I think it's very fair, great golf course and it will be a good test for 
sure. 
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Q.  What do you think of the greens, Maverick?  That seems to be the real challenge 
that maybe this golf course presents.  Are they firm, fast?  Have you been able to get 
some insights into how you want to approach that? 
 
MAVERICK McNEALY:  I'm sure it will play very differently this year with the weather 
condition we have.  I'm sure it will get firm and fast.  Poa annua greens, it always seems like 
the guys who hit the putts the most solid and have the best pace control tend to do the best.  
I've grown up playing poa annua and it's a grass that's pretty unique to the west coast so I 
think it's a bit of an advantage for me. 
 
Q.  Maverick, because you've had starts on the PGA TOUR, will you not be as nervous 
as if this would be your first start on the Tour then? 
 
MAVERICK McNEALY:  I'm sure.  So I had quite the internship as an amateur in the 
professional golf ranks and I'm pretty fortunate to have had that.  It's awesome experience.  I 
do remember my first round in a professional event at the Greenbrier.  I was not comfortable 
over a single shot and actually played really well.  I said, at this point I probably have the 
lowest career scoring average of anyone on the PGA Tour at 67, but that didn't last 
unfortunately.   
 
Yeah, I do think there's a certainly level of comfort just knowing how these events go and 
how they operate and just what to expect.  But then again, I'm nine tournaments in and I 
don't even know what the average number of events that the guys in this field have played, 
so I'm still very far behind on the learning curve and I'm excited.  Every week's a learning 
opportunity for me and, like you said, it's a great thing to have played that many but I still 
have a lot to learn and hoping to get better this week. 
 
Q.  Beyond those previous starts, how much more ready do you feel for this step now 
than you would have a year ago?  I mean, we've talked, you've talked to lots of people 
obviously about this decision and a lot of players of your caliber have turned pro 
earlier.  How much more ready are you now than you would have been a year, year 
and a half ago?  
 
MAVERICK McNEALY:  Just so much better.  I think the best thing I ever did for a 
professional career was stay amateur and finish out my degree.  My freshman year I never 
thought I would be good enough to play professional golf.  It wasn't until sometime in 2017 
that I decided this is what I wanted to do for my living and started preparing for that.  But 
what was ... 
 
Q.  Beyond having played PGA Tour events, in what ways is your game or your 
demeanor better prepared now?  
 
MAVERICK McNEALY:  Yeah, I did notice that Saturdays are kind of a tough day for me.  I 
had made all five cuts that I played on the PGA Tour, but Saturday's been kind of a tough 
day.  So specifically preparing for weekends has been different for me.  It's twosomes, it's a 
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different pace, sometimes different tee times.  Those 10:00 or 10:30 tee times are something 
you almost never encounter in college, and for me playing through a meal is something I've 
had to balance better.  So just little things like that that are different.   
 
Even little things like long rough that lays down in a certain way because everybody walks 
off the green or because the gallery walks in one direction, that's something you don't 
encounter in college golf.  Even just practicing those, stepping on the rough next to the 
chipping green and then playing shots with the grass growing sideways or into you or 
down-grain and learning how those work because that's something we just don't see.  It was 
another great thing about playing those events as I encountered those sayings situations 
that I wasn't really prepared for. 
 
Q.  You came out on Twitter earlier this week and announced all your brands.  What 
has this process been like turning pro and what are your expectations for this week? 
 
MAVERICK McNEALY:  I've loved it.  I think sports marketing went from in my mind being a 
major that a lot of athletes took to just a real business and something that was really 
interesting and intriguing, basically how I can go out playing golf for a living and try and sell 
more shirts or be a great brand representative or sell golf clubs.  That was a process that I 
found really interesting and exciting.  I love process and I'm really, really happy with where I 
came with the brands and companies that I'm representing.   
 
For me, the most important thing was authenticity.  I wanted to align with companies that I 
felt really good about, that I felt connected to whose message resonated with me.  Under 
Armour, I've always loved being the underdog, I've loved having a little bit of a chip on my 
shoulder and playing from behind.  KPMG, I really admire the way they go about their 
business.  I would say over 50 percent of people in my major at Stanford went into 
consulting, which is one of the services they provide so it's kind of a business interest for me 
as well.  And then Callaway, I'm an engineer by training and I love the way they nitpick and 
try and make the best possible golf clubs.  So everyone I've partnered with, I'm really excited 
to be a part of the team. 
 
Q.  You've seen what Justin and Jordan have done at a young age.  I'm just 
wondering how much that impacts your expectation level of yourself, if you feel like 
you don't have to wait until your 30s to kind of peak, that you can peak early.  How 
does that affect your expectation level? 
 
MAVERICK McNEALY:  It's funny, I almost feel like I'm starting college all over again 
because I just -- obviously these next six months are crucial for where I start, but looking 
forward to a long career.  I'm going to have a lot of opportunities and a lot of chances.  But 
it's hard to have any expectations because I really don't know.  I feel like it's every bit as 
likely that I don't have status that I could win in the next couple months, I just don't know.  It 
really depends on -- golf's a funny game.  You can miss four cuts in a row and win the next 
week.  So I think it really comes down to being patient and sticking to my process and doing 
what I know works.  Who knows how it's going to go, but I'm really excited to see. 
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Q.  What's the story behind your first name? 
 
MAVERICK McNEALY:  My dad jokes that my mom had a crush on Tom Cruise, if you've 
ever seen Top Gun.  She does.  But my three younger brothers and I are actually all named 
after American cars.  My dad grew up in Detroit and my grandpa worked for American 
Motors.  It's me, and then Dakota is a sophomore at Stanford, Colt is a freshman at Stanford 
and then Scout's a junior in high school. 
 
Q.  What accounts for this tremendous success that Stanford University has had, and 
what about the young guns on the Tour that keep on showing up and winning? 
 
MAVERICK McNEALY:  I mean, I think confidence is everything.  It's amazing how 
confident the young players.  Even amateur golfers.  Braden Thornberry finished top-5 in a 
PGA TOUR event as an amateur.  You saw what Jon Rahm did as an amateur in Mexico.  
Robby Shelton finishing T-3, Lee McCoy finishing top-5.   
 
I just think players are getting so much great experience, which I have been fortunate 
enough to have, and they're showing that if an amateur golfer has a great week, he can 
compete with the best in the world.  I think the level of the game is so high right now that 
anybody has a chance to win when they tee it up, it's just who has the best week.  The best 
players have the ability to play better more often than everyone else.  That's what I'm 
working on figuring out, but it's hard to hold yourself to that.  It requires such a high standard 
of excellence to win any one given week or finish in the top-5 or top-10.  You just have to 
stick with what you know what to do and hope things fall the right way. 
 
Q.  How would you sum up your senior year to the first two years at Stanford and how 
much did the 4-0 record of the Walker Cup kind of right the ship to a certain degree? 
 
MAVERICK McNEALY:  So I think 2015 was kind of a magical year for me.  I won seven out 
of 12 PGA TOUR events.  Not PGA TOUR events.  I wish, that would be really good.  Seven 
out of the 12 college events.  Like I said, I think I had very low expectations.  When I started 
my freshman year, I thought it would be a very successful year if I qualified for two 
tournaments to play on the team.  I said the only thing I'm expecting of myself is to be the 
hardest worker on the team.  I want to be the first guy at practice and the last guy to leave 
and I don't want to let anyone in the room outwork me.  I learned so much.  I was a sponge, I 
soaked up everything.  I learned from everyone on the team and the coaches.   
 
But I do think that learning how to play with those expectations having a No. 1 world amateur 
ranking, trying to win Player of the Year in college and trying to be the number -- playing as 
the No. 1 guy on the team was something that was very new to me and having to try and 
lead the team in some ways.  So I thought that was a great learning experience.  I would 
have much rather have learned from those two years as an amateur than I would trying to 
pay my bills out here.  Thanks, Mom and Dad.  
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But I learned so much more about my game and about myself and how I handle those 
expectations and those pressures and what I can do.  I think like you said, there's earning 
years and there's learning years, and I had a great two learning years and hopefully I can 
play well from those experiences. 
 
But the Walker Cup was definitely a huge confidence boost and it was great to play well in 
an uncomfortable but extremely high pressure and really fun situation. 
 
Q.  You talked about learning from your teammates and coaches at Stanford.  How 
much have you learned from conversations with Patrick Rodgers or Tiger or that 
Stanford network as you take this next step? 
 
MAVERICK McNEALY:  It's been so great.  I think a great example of how fantastic those 
guys have been, after Pasatiempo my freshman year I was paired with Patrick and it's a 
unique tournament in that it's foursomes, it's always a shotgun start and it's two players from 
the same team and two players from a different team.  So I got to watch 36 holes of Patrick 
playing as the best player in college golf and I just offhandedly on the bus ride on the way 
home I asked him, "Patrick, what did you think, what do you think I could do better," and he 
said, "I'll think about it."  I woke up the next morning and had a two-and-a-half page long 
email in my in-box basically saying you've shown you're good enough to compete, you've 
shown you're good enough to win, and now you just need to believe you're good enough to 
win.  And that just went right over my head.  I was like, I can' -- that's your job, you and 
Cameron are going to win.   
 
But I read it back part way through my sophomore year and I said, wow, he's right, I was 
able to, it was just a flip in the mindset.  So seeing a guy like Andrew Yun have an incredible 
year on the Web.com Tour and earn his PGA Tour card there, it's just been so fantastic.   
 
Even practicing with Joe Bramlett, who's had a really tough go with injuries the last couple 
years, practicing with him out at Stanford and just his unbelievable attitude and dedication 
and commitment to the game in spite of what might be the most frustrating run of injuries 
you could ever encounter.   
 
So there's just so many great role models.  Even more than advice, just the role models I 
have from guys that have gone through Stanford.   
 
Q.  Have you specifically talked with Patrick in recent months as you make the step to 
pro, any guidance he's given you about what it's going to be like now?  
 
MAVERICK McNEALY:  Yeah, and really what everyone -- what it boils down to is everyone 
says stick to the process, stick to what you know makes you play well and do that.  And if 
you're searching, just try and do it a little bit better.   
 
Tiger came to campus my sophomore year and this is right after his first back surgery, he 
was just back hitting balls.  He was in the gym on the doorstep waiting for them to open it at 
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5:30 in the morning and was out at our facility by 8:30 ripping balls and one of us would 
timidly go up to Tiger and ask him, "Tiger, I have a question, what do you think about when 
you hit the stinger?"  Eventually all 10 of us would be standing around him in a semicircle, 
he'd be showing us shots, answering anything, telling stories.  But what I took away from 
that weekend is that Tiger didn't do anything crazy different in terms of his golf preparation 
that I had never heard of before, it was just that he did everything really well and more 
disciplined and better than anybody else I had ever seen.  So I took a lot of confidence in 
that, that if I just do what I know I need to do and do it better that I'll probably be in a good 
spot. 
 
DOUG MILNE:  All right.  Well, thank you for your time, we appreciate it and wish you the 
best of luck this week. 
 
MAVERICK McNEALY:  Thank you. 
  


