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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
October 3, 2017 
 
ZACH JOHNSON 
 
 
DOUG MILNE:  Zach Johnson, thanks for joining us for a few minutes here at the Safeway 
Open.  Coming off another good season last season.  A few thoughts on being here for the 
first time and of how you assess your game as you're heading into the week. 
 
ZACH JOHNSON:  Yeah, it is good to be here.  If there's a negative of being here it's my 
wife's not here with me.  Seems like it's one of those destinations you want to have family, 
specifically your spouse with you.  But that's okay, I'm here to work, so what a cool place.  I 
played nine holes here so far, like the golf course.  I'll play the other side today.  Game feels 
good and that's part of the reason I'm here.  I would say the main reason is I'm with my team 
and if I don't play here, based on what I have in front of me the next month and a half or so, I 
probably would have had a minimum of seven weeks off, probably even eight weeks off and 
that's a bit too much, I think, just to stay competitive.  So I thought it was a really good way 
to stay fresh and get some work done and assess, so I'm excited for the week. 
 
DOUG MILNE:  Okay.  Well, with that, we'll open it up and take a few questions. 
 
Q.  Welcome to Napa, Zach.  Do you feel like when you've been off for this long that 
you need to get that edge back, that excitement that comes with competing and 
playing the golf course and having that -- I can't think of the word, just that comes 
with playing professional golf? 
 
ZACH JOHNSON:  Yeah, well, I haven't had a whole lot of time off.  I had two weeks off and 
in those two weeks I had a corporate event and kind of a charity event, so it's not like I've 
been away from the game.  I played in Chicago.  I didn't make the TOUR Championship and 
I obviously didn't make the Presidents Cup team, so I've had two weeks off.  I take a lot of 
two-week breaks during the year so this is nothing uncommon.  I think the last two years I've 
never played more than two events in a row so I'm used to kind of a one or two on, one or 
two off and that's only because of the seasonal life with my kids, so this feels very 
comfortable.  The time change is not comfortable, but I went to Phoenix for about two or 
three days to kind of get acclimated, do some work down there so obviously my body's more 
prepared.  So it it's good.  I mean, again, I'm excited.  I've heard nothing but great things 
about certainly Safeway and this area and this golf course. 
 
Q.  So if you hadn't played here, when would you have played again? 
 
ZACH JOHNSON:  Probably, yeah, RSM is for sure.  It is my backyard, so to speak.  
Sounds like the hurricane -- I mean, it damaged but it's going to be okay, so that's good.  
Mayakoba has a chance in my schedule but there's still some floating things going around 
that we're trying to iron out.  I don't need to make a decision right now on that.  Like I said, 
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I'm going to assess after this week, too.  There's some things that my team and I have 
highlighted that we want to accomplish, one and two kind of survey.  It's all good.  I'm not 
going to go overseas.  This is the time of year my kids are in school and I just don't have the 
desire to do that, nor should I. 
 
Q.  I know you said you only played nine holes, but do you see this as a course that 
suits your game?   
 
ZACH JOHNSON:  Yeah, I think so.  I played the front nine yesterday.  You know, this is 
maybe a poor comparison but I see some parallels to Sherwood where we played the Hero I 
guess was there for so many years or whatever, Chevron, whatever it was called.  Maybe 
not quite as hilly as Sherwood, there's some flat areas, too, there.  So I see some parallels 
there.  The trees look very similar, the fairways are probably a little more narrow here but I 
see Sherwood, I see Riviera, I see a little bit of -- you could say some of the shot making is 
that of a Hilton Head, Colonial where you've got to be in the right side of the fairway versus 
the left side of the fairway, that kind of thing.  All in all, so far I've enjoyed what I've 
witnessed.  How many years has it been here, three or four? 
 
DOUG MILNE:  Third year, I think. 
 
ZACH JOHNSON:  Okay.  I remember seeing a few holes on television, too.  I was like, 
man, that place looks pretty cool. 
 
Q.  Zach, Johnny Miller has mentioned great putters at some point struggle with their 
stroke later in their career.  You've yet to have any of those difficulties up to this 
point.  Do you foresee having to make any adjustments as you go throughout your 
40s on the Tour? 
 
ZACH JOHNSON:  Well, that's a jinx of a question, wow.  I hope not.  I mean, no, I don't 
foresee that happening.  I'm not going to sit here and say that my putting's phenomenal 
because it's not or I'm the best putter because I'm not, but it's the one aspect of the game 
that my team and I are certainly going to discuss and have the most dialogue in and 
probably arguments but healthy things, just quality discussion because it's probably the 
most -- still is the most important part of the game.  I mean, when you look at the Presidents 
Cup, I'm not suggesting that our guys didn't hit it better than them, but they made more 
putts.  Putting is the equalizer and certainly the thing that can further your career or further 
your year or whatever you want to call it.  It seems like the one thing that everybody -- at the 
beginning of the year is like what's been the difference?  Well, I'm chipping and putting 
better.  Well, yeah, exactly.  So I don't foresee many changes there because I know what I 
have works, it's just a matter of execution and work and practice. 
 
Q.  Zach, what's your magic number this time of year for weeks off?  Obviously 
there's an Asian trip going on. 
 
ZACH JOHNSON:  Right. 
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Q.  And as a follow up, do you prefer that John Bush doesn't ask you any more 
questions? 
 
ZACH JOHNSON:  I prefer that whoever talked to John Bush to ask me that question ask 
that question because that was not a John Bush question.  I think I'm wise enough to 
understand that.  No, it wasn't that -- that was well played. 
 
I'll tell you this, in a calendar year I have a magic number -- well, magic number.  I have a 
ballpark.  I don't want to play less than probably 21 or 22 events but I don't want to play any 
more than 25 or 26.  I feel like January through the FedExCup I get enough starts and I'm 
saying that with two weeks on, one week off, two weeks on, two weeks off I get plenty of 
starts.   
 
You know, my schedule is inherently dependent upon my kids and my wife's schedule.  My 
off weeks are just as strategic as my on weeks.  In the summer we try to travel as much as 
we can so in the fall, if I can be with my kids as much as possible I'm going to do so.  As she 
said, hey, if you're gone for a week, a little over a week, that's fine.  But if I'm gone for three 
weeks, they're with me for one of those weeks.   
 
So I don't know the fall magic number.  Typically -- I would have to go back and look at it.  
I've been fortunate to play in a number of cups so once I do that, there's been many years 
where I just play the RSM, you know what I mean, and that's fine, too, because it's in my 
backyard and one of my sponsors and golf family.  I'm going to play the Shark Shootout as 
of right now.  The Hero would be a bonus, but if that happens, it happens. 
 
Q.  Is that more or less to stay sharp? 
 
ZACH JOHNSON:  Yeah, I know my body, I'm close to 42.  24, 25 weeks, that's a lot of golf.  
That's 24, 25 weeks on the road but I'm on the road probably -- I can tell you based on tax 
purposes, it's probably 28 to 31 weeks, you know what I mean, just because of what I'm 
doing foundation-wise, my own foundation, charity events, corporate events.  That's what it 
demands, so that's fine.  I mean, again, this is my job and I'll give it that, but I'm also a dad 
and a husband.  That requires its due diligence. 
 
Q.  This may be a tough question but do you want to share your thoughts and feeling 
on Las Vegas incident?  
 
ZACH JOHNSON:  I'm sorry, forgive me, can you say that one more time? 
 
Q.  You want to share with your thought and feeding with the Las Vegas incident? 
 
ZACH JOHNSON:  My feelings about the Las Vegas incident, is that what you're asking 
me? 
 



4 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

Q.  Yeah. 
 
ZACH JOHNSON:  My heart certainly first and foremost goes to the families, the friends, the 
individuals that were affected.  More than that, I think of certainly all the courageous 
individuals that saved and/or helped many of those victims or potential victims.  I guess 
they're all victims.  Even if you didn't get shot, you're a victim of that because it's mass hate.   
 
I mean, I can't wrap my brain around it.  I can't really fathom that.  I've never experienced 
that thankfully, but what I do know is that the evil and the hate in this world is obviously 
apparent and it's awful.  We live in a sinful world and as a result these kind of things can and 
do happen.  It's very, very, very, very unfortunate.   
 
But as the ever-optimist and the faithful person that I am, there's a lot of good in this world 
that sometimes is overshadowed by the bad.  I think there's a lot of stories that are going to 
come of that that are good.  That's easy for me to say from this seat.  I didn't experience it.  
Again, my prayers and thoughts go to those families.  I just cannot wrap my brain around 
that evil, but it did happen so it's unfortunate.  I feel for those people. 
 
Q.  Before you decided to play here, did you talk to any guys about the course or 
about the area? 
 
ZACH JOHNSON:  Absolutely, yeah.  Yes, it wasn't just leading up to it but over the years 
the conversation pops up, right?  Yeah, what's the golf course like and everybody's like, 
"Well, it's perfect for you," jokingly, like oh, so it's really wide open and big?  
 
That's probably the first and foremost, and then the area, too.  Everybody's like oh, you're 
going to Napa.  A lot of my friends back home that aren't in the golf world know I'm here and 
they're like, Your wife's not going with you?  But we've got a couple things planned.  We're 
traveling next weekend together as a family.  (Inaudible) turns 90 so you go see your 
grandmother, and then we've got a vacation after that scheduled, she's like I've got to be 
home for the kids.  It's unfortunate, I'll get her something fun.  The food, certainly the wine 
obviously is part of that.  Yeah, I mean, it seems pretty awesome.  One of the best if not the 
best restaurant in the world's located around here.  I actually got to play with Chef Keller 
once, that was fun. 
 
DOUG MILNE:  With that, Zach, thanks for your time as always. 
  


