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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
October 3, 2017 
 
CHRIS STROUD 
BOBBY GATES 
 
 
DOUG MILNE:  Like to welcome Chris Stroud and Bobby Gates here to the interview room 
at the Safeway Open.  Thank you guys for joining us.  We know you guys have something 
you want to talk about.  Just a quick comment, Chris, on being here this week and teeing it 
up and just your thoughts on being ready to tee it up on Thursday, the first event of the new 
year.  
 
CHRIS STROUD:  Yeah.  First of all, it's such a blessing to be here at the Safeway Open at 
the beginning of the year to have a chance to play on the PGA Tour again with full status.  I 
didn't have that last year.  It's one of my favorite events in the world just because I'm a big 
wine guy and great golf course and I'm just happy to be here.  So I'm very fortunate to have 
a chance and a spot to play here to get this year going.   
 
It was a quick turnaround.  I feel like I was barely home.  The last five weeks I've been 
working really hard with Bobby and the HGA and Brian Naugle with Pro Links Sports.  We're 
getting together a big pro-am fundraiser for Hurricane Harvey and it's going to be a big, huge 
fundraiser for all the victims that lost (inaudible.) most of them didn't have flood insurance 
and they had three, four, five feet of water in their home.  So we're going to launch a huge 
pro-am this December 11th and 12th and we're here to tell you all the information.  
 
DOUG MILNE:  Bobby, if you want to follow up on that, if you want to start off with your golf.  
You mentioned you had two hip surgeries.  Bring us up to speed on your health and just kind 
of pick up where Chris left off on the hurricane.   
 
BOBBY GATES:  So had hip surgery in 2014 and a revision in 2015, so kind of working my 
way back from that up-and-down year.  Some up, some down but we're getting there.  Kind 
of a blessing in disguise.  I played so poorly, I was home most of the fall and had a chance 
to be there and firsthand witness the rain and the flooding and to be able to just kind of go 
jump right back out and start helping people.   
 
So it was a humbling experience to see the material things that we take for granted every 
day be stripped away from a lot of people.  The first few days we were ripping sheetrock and 
helping anybody and everybody.  As soon as we got done with one house, there would be 
five or six more people coming out saying would you help us with this and help us with that.  
So I traded the driver for a sledge hammer a few days and it was good but it's very 
humbling. 
 
DOUG MILNE:  I want to get right to you, just one last question.  Obviously with all the 
weather-related issues we've had whether it's been Harvey, Irma, Maria, it seems to me that 
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the giving spirit of people whether you're living in Houston or Florida or Puerto Rico, 
everybody really seems to come together and I would imagine that's got to make you guys 
feel good as you go about what you all are doing. 
 
CHRIS STROUD:  It's amazing.  The sense of community, I keep saying over and over 
again, the sense of community that I felt in my hometown of Houston and all over the 
country, seeing my friends, everybody's asking how are you doing, how are you.  And then 
obviously Irma came through Florida and really did a lot of damage, and then Maria in 
Puerto Rico, one of our tournaments down there.   
 
So there's going to be a lot of help needed in a lot of ways; financial, physical help like 
Bobby was talking about, all the rebuilding and reconstructing of homes that we're going to 
be doing in Houston.  Not just Houston, but in Florida and Puerto Rico.  Hopefully we're one 
of many of these pro-ams that we're going to get together and try to raise as much money as 
we can to help people that just don't have anything left.   
 
My wife, we have a personal story.  My wife's grandma had nine feet of water in her home.  
It was only a 1,200 square foot home but it was her retirement home and she had everything 
there.  Fifty, 60 years of photographs and everything was in there.  So they lost everything.  
We get over there, took some pictures.  Everything up to the ceiling is gone.  They have just 
nothing but beams left and they've got to dry out the wood.  The wood's got to get to a 
certain moisture level before they can reapply the sheetrock and it's just layers and layers 
and hours and hours of work and that's going to take a lot of money.   
 
Dawie van der Walt that Bobby actually helped himself with his own hands.  At his house 
had three-and-a-half feet of water and he's already spent $38,000 just to get the house 
ready to remodel.  That's just one of thousands of thousands across the country that we're 
trying to raise awareness for.   
 
We're going to do a big fundraiser and hopefully do a really good job.  We're going to bring 
in 25 pros from LPGA, PGA TOUR and PGA TOUR Champions.  We're going to have a lot 
of celebrities there and we're going to do our best we can.  Usually takes a year to do one of 
these functions, a big tournament like this.  We've only had three months when it comes to 
it, so Amanda Hansen and Brian Naugle of Insperity who I just got to meet through this 
process.  Bobby and his whole family, and he's got a young one at home so he's been busy.  
So we've got a big team of people.  And then also Jane, who's (inaudible) secretary, they've 
all been doing all this back work.   
 
Not to exclude Bluejack National, Casey and Josh at Bluejack National are doing a great job.  
Since Bobby and I had to go on the road, we've been feeding them all the information we've 
gotten from the contacts out here on Tour that want to participate, so we're doing the best 
we can.  We're trying to hurry up and get this thing ready to go.  At the end of the day I think 
everybody, everybody has such a huge sense of community, they want to help in some way.  
So we're going to do our best to bring every dollar we can straight to those victims. 
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DOUG MILNE:  Bobby, anything you want to add to that?   
 
BOBBY GATES:  Just the time of year we're heading into, all the disasters, hurricane 
season and everything right now, it happens and then a lot of new stories kind of gravitate 
toward other things.   
 
We're getting ready to go into the holiday season.  There's a lot of families that will be 
displaced either permanently or months to a year or more.  You know, it's going to be nice 
for us to be able to give back since our pro-am's the 11th and 12th of December.   
 
It will be good to kind of help later in the year when people have just finished with 
Thanksgiving, getting ready for the Christmas and holiday season.  Hopefully we can put 
some smiles on their faces, like Chris' family and people that lost pictures and their whole 
life was in these homes.  Anything the flood waters touched, they had to be thrown away.   
 
So we're working hard and Bluejack's been phenomenal.  They called right away and said, 
How can we help?  Chris and I are golfers, this is what we do, we play golf.  So it's nice to 
have people like him and Casey at Bluejack and Steve at the HGA have partnered with us, a 
huge help. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
CHRIS STROUD:  Yeah, the first few days it was -- I grew up in Florida so to me I was like, 
great, another hurricane, been through it.  We had everything prepared.  But this one was 
totally different.  There was no wind, thank goodness.  I saw on the news we had 9 trillion 
gallons of water.  It's enough to cover the entire lower 48 in .17 inches of water.  We had 
that in I believe it was about a five-day period. 
 
So the water came up so fast and water that creeped a few hundred yards from our house, 
and immediately we started getting phone calls from our neighbors behind us saying, hey, 
we can't stay here, we need help.  We had an 85-year-old woman walk through chest-high 
water to get to the boat so she could get to our house.   
 
It was everywhere.  We were very lucky that our house is elevated a little bit on a hill and I 
wasn't personally affected, but if I took a left out of my neighborhood, it was just chaos.  It 
took about two days for the floodwaters to recede where we could leave our neighborhood.  
From there, there was just an immediate need for people to go with manual labor and start 
moving furniture, lifting out sheetrock.   
 
At one point I had about 25 people working with me that I was kind of directing around doing.  
I think we did three homes in about four hours the first day, and then the next day I had 
several friends call me.  I was over at Dawie van der Walt's house.  They had four feet of 
water and hundreds of homes in the Deerwoods subdivision over in Kingwood.  Just driving 
through those streets, it was a miracle that more lives weren't lost.  The amount of water that 
was in those homes, it was just crazy. 
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A lot of flooding in Houston was caused by the reservoirs being filled so much that the Corps 
of Engineers had to release the water and it was almost instant flooding at that point.  There 
was no warning, there was no time to evacuate.  Most of the streets were already flooded 
and this added to it.  So they kept trying to tell everyone to pile the debris close to the street 
so they could pick it up, but as at Dawie's house, there was no way to get it close to the 
street.  I mean, we're 30 and 40 feet back and probably 25 feet high of everything.   
 
So it was scary and it was tough to watch a lot of people go through losing so much of their 
lives, but at the same time it was also inspirational to see the amount of people that came to 
help.  I mean, neighbors, you couldn't navigate through the streets because there were so 
many cars parked along both sides just helping.  People were offering free food, free drinks.  
Everybody was just volunteering.  I think in our neighborhood behind us the fire marshal had 
to ask people to move their vehicles because if there was an emergency, they couldn't get 
ambulances and fire trucks down the street, there was just so many cars of people helping.  
That was pretty scary, but it was nice to see that.   
 
Now we have people that are still not in their homes, there's still floodwaters in Houston and 
we're coming to the realization that it's going to take years to rebuild.  I think best estimate's 
probably going to be 10 to 15 years before things return to normal in parts of the city. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
CHRIS STROUD:  It was a very tough time for me.  It was very strange, surreal for me going 
from one of the highlights of my career winning my first tournament at the Barracuda 
Championship, flying cross-country to the PGA Championship, one of my favorite golf 
courses at Quail Hollow and being in the last pairing on Sunday to win a major 
championship, and now I'm in the FedEx.  So I played Greensboro and the next two events 
and the FedEx.   
 
But while that's going on, we see this hurricane developing.  We know it's coming in.  At the 
very first we thought, okay, it's going south of us, Corpus Christi.  We're going to get a lot of 
rain, everything's going to be fine.   
 
Then it starts bouncing around the coast towards Houston and towards Beaumont, so my 
wife and I are talking 10 times a day trying to figure out what they should do, what should 
she do.  Then it got to a point where I'm either going to fly home and not play these two 
tournaments.  I think at the end of the day August 26th I think is when it landed, I think it was 
a Friday.  I had to figure out if I'm going home for a couple days after Greensboro, I may not 
be able to get back out.  So I decided to stay up there.  My wife said just stay up there just in 
case.   
 
While I go to New York, I'm up there in New York and seeing this thing come in.  Now I'm 
starting to panic a little bit.  Okay, I'm not there to save my little baby girls.  What do they 
need?  They need me to be there.   
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So basically my house became this shelter for a lot of people down south that were an 
hour -- friends of ours that live south of Houston, some people that live about 30 minutes 
east, northeast came to our house because my house is sort of built for this sort of thing.  It's 
a pretty nice sized house, but I put a generator in just in case we ever lost electricity.  The 
funny thing is I put it in years ago because there was so much construction around the 
house, the electricity was getting knocked out so many times, I said let's just put a generator 
in, it's a good investment anyway.  So the generator came in handy.   
 
At one point I think we had seven dogs, 11 kids and eight or nine adults in the house and 
that was sleeping and everything.  I mean everybody that came up brought food and water.  
I think they took a picture of all the bottled water they had just in case something happened 
for a week or two with no power, they couldn't get to the grocery stores.   
 
So it became a shelter and I just happened to have one of the highest lots in my 
neighborhood on one of the highest streets in my neighborhood so we were very fortunate.   
 
And again, like Bobby said, for the most part the rain was fine.  Even in my neighborhood, 
very, very few homes got any flood, but it's when the reservoirs up North started releasing 
water, they had to.  It was getting dangerously high and then the levy could break, so they 
had to release water.   
 
What's really scarry is Dawie van der Walt's house, all that water started coming in the 
middle of the night.  So a lot of people woke up in their beds at 2:00 in the morning and 
there's three feet of water in the house.  So you can just imagine the fear they had.   
 
Luckily that didn't happen at our house, but my house became a shelter and then they 
used -- I have a really big lifted truck and they used my truck to go save people and get them 
out of different spots.  Some streets there's only one way in and out and there's four, five, six 
feet of water they had to go through.  Eventually it got so high my truck couldn't go through, 
they had to get boats over and that was just one neighborhood of hundreds on the North 
side of Houston.   
 
So we were very fortunate none of my home was damaged.  My mom and dad in Port Arthur 
and Beaumont area, none of my sister's homes were damaged.   
 
So the first thing I thought was let's team up together.  We're going to need a lot of help, 
energy, time, money, supplies, everything.  So the first thing I did -- I don't know how Bobby 
and I, we got together.  He called me right after I guess he saw me talking about it and he 
said, hey, I've got an idea.  Bluejack National wants to come forward and do a pro-am.  I 
said, well, this is perfect.  So literally we were all thinking the same thing within a few 
minutes of each other and we got this thing organized and we're excited to try to help as 
much as we can. 
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
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CHRIS STROUD:  Our goal right now is $1 million.  Obviously with JJ Watt raising 
$37 million.  That's a very small goal compared to what he did, but I think his first goal was 
$200,000 or $500,000.  Right now the goal is to get $1 million the first year, and if we do it 
right and everything goes smooth and everybody continues to help because we're going to 
need a team of people to help, we'll probably do a bi-annual or annual event just for the 
Houston and surrounding areas for disaster relief because, like I said, it's going to take 
years, millions and millions and millions of dollars.   
 
JJ Watt has been a huge help.  I actually saw this Sunday.  They put -- the Tennessee 
Titans and the Titans organization gave $1 million dollars to JJ Watts' fund.  Before the 
game started, he went over and hugged the owner of the Tennessee Titans before the 
game.  It was awesome, brought people to tears.  
 
So pretty special to see people from all over the country are coming together and helping.  
Now we've got this Vegas incident, a lot of people are going to be -- a lot of families are 
devastated.  Again, we're in a tough time right now so America's got to come together and 
we've got to do things like this together, get some functions and people together and raise 
funds and supplies and whatever we can do.  
 
BOBBY GATES:  The golfing world is pretty unique.  The PGA Tour is such a charitable 
organization to begin with and the fact that we play in 40-something cities across the country 
and in the world, there's not a player out here that hasn't been to Houston and played the 
Houston Open.   
 
So whether they knew it or not, miles from Kingwood and Humble where the tournament is.  
So they've had a chance, a lot of guys have made friends in Houston.  They've rented 
houses, they've created a relationship with people there, and pretty much everybody in one 
way or another has been affected.  I think it's really cool to see the amount of phone calls, 
texts, everybody's volunteered, how can we help, what can we do, what can we send.  It 
was immediate.  A lot of the wives were calling each other saying what can we send to help 
out, what do people need.  It's been really nice to see everyone's support for us. 
 
DOUG MILNE:  Well, guys, thank you all both for coming in.  We sure appreciate it and wish 
you all the best and we'll certainly help to get the word out. 
 
CHRIS STROUD:  Thank you, guys.  Appreciate it.  Thanks for your time. 
  


