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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
October 3, 2017 
 
BRENDAN STEELE 
 
 
DOUG MILNE:  Brendan Steele, thanks for joining us as you're back set to defend your title 
here at Safeway Open.  We appreciate your time.  Just a few thoughts on being back here.  I 
know in 2015 it was a struggle in the final round so you come back the following year and 
overcome a four-shot deficit in the final round and get the job done, so that had to be a very 
nice way to finish it off last year. 
 
BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, yeah.  Kind of a lot of reasons why it was sweet.  I think all 
wins are sweet but winning in your home state, kick off the demons from the year before, 
first one with a short putter for me.  I was a belly putter guy for a long time, for about 10 
years.  And then to win in the rain as well, I've never been a good rain player.  Growing up in 
southern California, if it rains you just kind of stay inside.  It was nice to do that as well, so 
sweet for a lot of reasons.  Obviously set up a really good year for me, my best year on 
Tour, and nice to come back and get some of the good vibes and hopefully get off to another 
good start here. 
 
DOUG MILNE:  One of the things I looked at, just a few of your stats is your putting.  You've 
improved so much, especially from outside of 10 feet (inaudible) and you were second in the 
field in that category last year.  Is that something that stands out as something you 
remember having -- 
 
BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, yeah, I mean I had a really good putting week.  Obviously 
usually when you win you have a really good putting week, but a really good putting week 
that week and I spent a lot of time working from about eight to 16 feet.  We tried to focus on 
seeing that as a place where I had a big chance to improve and still kind of in a makeable 
range.  You're not going to make a ton of putts from 30 feet no matter how well you're 
putting, but eight to 16 you feel like if you spend a little more time on them, get your reads 
right, get your speed right and then you can make a little higher percentage.  So we focused 
on that and it definitely paid off there.  
 
DOUG MILNE:  How are you feeling coming in?  Kind of assess the game as you come into 
the week. 
 
BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, game’s pretty good.  I got really tired towards the end of the 
season this year.  I probably played a little bit too much, should have taken a little bit more 
time off.  I was home for two weeks and it was really nice, but still a little bit worn out.  As 
long as I keep kind of the energy up, I think it will be a good week. 
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Q. What is it about this golf course that seems to suit you so well? 
 
BRENDAN STEELE:  I think being a west coast guy I'm comfortable on the greens, this is 
the first thing.  And then sometimes you just step on a golf course and the shots make sense 
to you.  You just understand where to hit it, and out here there are some tricky shots, 
especially some tee shots where you really have to get your line figured out and the wind 
changes things.  There's holes where you can hit it way further left if the wind's going down 
or you have to hit it way further right if it's into the wind.  So I think I have the strategy pretty 
well mapped out for this course depending on how it's playing and where the pins are and all 
that kind of stuff and I know kind of where to be aggressive and where to be careful, but 
overall it just kind of makes sense to me. 
 
Q.  You’re buddies with Linkin Park bassist Dave Farrell.  Is it true that he pointed out 
that stat on putting? 
 
BRENDAN STEELE:  He did, yeah, indeed.  He is a math guy, a stats nerd, if you will.  We 
were actually doing some statistics stuff last week.  He came down and charted out all my 
putting.  We were working on 5-, 10-, 15- and 20-footers with three different putters to see 
what tendencies we could find.  He's actually over at the Dunhill Links right now playing over 
there.  But just a big golfer, a great friend and a really smart guy.  So he pointed that out to 
me and then I took that down to Chris Mason, who's one of my coaches, and he came up 
with some drills for me to do.  Dave's theory was just that this is something that's practicable 
and it's something if you just focus on and spend more time on, you could really make an 
improvement.  The last year I really improved on it, probably no better example than here, 
but my numbers got way better from that range last year. 
 
Q.   Do you attribute that to your win, and did that carry over into the rest of your play 
last season?  Was it more of a confidence thing or was it physical? 
 
BRENDAN STEELE:  I think a little bit of both.  It was really cool to have that pointed out to 
me in a way that it was like, look, here's something you can work on.  You're not going to be 
able to go out and make every 60-footer you look at, and from six feet and in most Tour 
players are pretty good, but here's a range where the top players in the world are 
35 percent, 40 percent on a really good week and you're at 20.  If you get that closer to 30, 
it's going to make a huge difference throughout the year.   
 
So spending the time on it and trying to see why I was missing those putts, was it speed, 
was it read, was it stroke, and finding more that it was speed.  So I was seeing that I wasn't 
hitting uphill putts hard enough and I wasn't hitting downhill putts soft enough.  So then you 
can match up your break and know your tendencies and that gave me a lot more confidence 
moving forward. 
 
Q. When you got your first win of the season, how much did that help your standings 
in like the FedExCup race for the rest of the year? 
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BRENDAN STEELE:  Yeah, I mean, I was really high the whole season kind of until the 
Playoffs.  I just started slipping towards the end unfortunately.  But yeah, I mean, after the 
first event, you're first and kind of stay in the top-10.  I think I was in the top-10 kind of 
through the U.S. Open probably, kind of something like that.  It was nice to be up there all 
year.  That got me into the WGC in Mexico and I got a chance to play all the majors and all 
the WGCs last year based off of this win really, so that was really nice.  That's the first time 
I've been able to do that. 
 
DOUG MILNE:  Well, Brendan, we always appreciate your time.  Best of luck this week. 


