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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW  
October 2, 2017 
 
STEVE WHEATCROFT  ( -14) 
 
 
Q.  Did you have a game plan and how close did you come to executing it? 
 
STEVE WHEATCROFT:  My only game plan was just to completely focus on every golf shot 
out there; not let my mind wander, don't get too far ahead of myself and think too much.  I 
just literally wanted to stand over every shot, focus on that shot and let whatever happened 
happened.  I really struggled with my game Saturday, I couldn't hit an iron shot to save my 
life, nothing was solid.   
 
Believe it or not, when they called the round yesterday I went up to the range.  I got on to the 
range, it was probably blowing 35 left to right and pouring and I just threw all the rain gear on 
and started hitting some sand wedges, more or less just to get loose but I found a little 
something just with my setup and kind of the transition of the swing and I started to hit it 
solid and I just hoped it was going to work again this morning.   
 
I went to the range and I had a great warmup session, I hit the ball exactly like I had been 
last week and the beginning of this year.  To be honest, that was one of the most solid 
rounds of golf I've played in a long time.  I missed a lot of birdie putts that I should have 
made.  That easily could have been 9 or 10 under today and I turned it to 4 under, but with 
the nerves and everything, I'll take whatever.  Hopefully it's good enough to get my card but I 
was very pleased with today. 
 
Q.  Just the fact no bogeys, does that illustrate the fact that you did follow that game 
plan? 
 
STEVE WHEATCROFT:  Yes.  I had very little stress today.  I ran a couple putts by or left a 
couple short.  I ran a birdie putt by on 16 a good seven feet or so and it just dribbled over the 
front edge.  Other than that, I really did not have a whole lot of stress, which is the way I 
wanted it today.  I didn't want many four- and five-footers for par with this many nerves on 
the line and with the wind blowing like it is.  It's a gusty wind.  So I tried to just get the ball 
around the hole and that's probably why I missed some of those birdie putts because I was 
just trying to lag them up around the hole where I didn't have five feet coming back, but it 
was a good solid day. 
 
Q.  Some of the close calls, I know you want to get to the Tour and stay there, but it's 
a pretty good feeling every time you do? 
 
STEVE WHEATCROFT:  I've been waiting to kind of break through on the Tour and either 
have that win, a good run where I get a bunch of Top-5s and I haven't quite done it yet.  I 
had a couple second-place finishes, I had a chance to win in Canada last year and didn't get 
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it done.  But I also know that it's really hard to have good finishes on the PGA Tour if you're 
not playing on the PGA Tour.  So I needed to get that card back and now I've got 25 more 
cracks at it next year and could not be more excited to get out there. 
 
Q.  Are you in Napa? 
 
STEVE WHEATCROFT:  Yeah, I will be in Napa. 
 
Q.  Okay.  How many fall tournaments do you know you're going to be in at this point? 
 
STEVE WHEATCROFT:  It depends on my number today.  If I can stay around 17 or 18, I 
think I'll probably get all of them.  Otherwise, maybe four of them.  I'm not sure, four out of 
the five.  I know I won't play any of the overseas stuff, but I'm hoping to get Vegas, I think 
that will be close.  I know I'll get Sea Island, I know I'll get Mississippi.  Vegas is kind of up in 
the air and Mayakoba might be up in the air.  I think I should get five but it just depends on 
how deep the fields go this year.  
 
Q.  What all did you battle this year?  I know you said on Golf Channel that you battled 
a lot of injuries, a virus or something?   
 
STEVE WHEATCROFT:  Yeah, I broke my finger the first tournament of the year.  I played 
through it.  They just recently they found a chipped bone and some torn cartilage in the back 
of my hand and I had to withdraw from Greensboro, I didn't even get to go try to start there.  
So I've got all kinds of cortisone in my hand right now.   
 
I've got some weird hand, foot mouth disease from my son that I didn't even know you could 
get and I had to withdraw midway through Pebble Beach from that.  It's been a rough year.   
 
My family and I bought a new home, that was a big process.  We had to do a lot of work to it 
so there's just been a lot the outside distractions where I haven't been able to focus on the 
golf the way I've wanted to.  I'm 39 years old, I know I'm not one of these 23-year-old kids 
coming up.  So I'm in the back nine of my career, but man, I don't want it to stop yet and I'm 
glad I get at least one more year out there. 
 
Q.  Was it tough, too, you kind of earn that status zone where you play some Web, 
you play some Tour events but you're not getting consistent? 
 
STEVE WHEATCROFT:  Yeah, it's nice to kind of create a schedule and know that you're 
going to get into a lot of these events.  Now you start to look at okay, am I going to get in 
here, am I not going to get in here, where am I going to fall to.  This year I'm still going to 
have some of that, but at least I have a better idea of what I'm going to get in.  I should get a 
few more starts now that they've moved some of the categories around, moved some of the 
medical guys around, I think it will really help me.  Yeah, any status is good status out there. 
 
Q.  How important is it to play well those first five events to go anywhere you want in 
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the spring? 
 
STEVE WHEATCROFT:  With my number, I saw I just fell from 17 to 121 now so I'm 
definitely not in the clear yet, so I get to go sweat this out a little bit longer.  But yeah, being 
at the bottom of that category, you need to go play as well as you can early.  Hopefully I can 
get out there and get some great starts, try to move back up right to the top of that category 
and that will get me even more starts on the west coast.  But yeah, hopefully I'll do well in 
the fall and get out there and play some good golf.   
 
Q.  Chris Baker told me a couple weeks ago that you, quote, make everything out 
here.  Was there some reassurance coming back here even though you haven't got it 
done yet that you were coming back to your home course?  
 
STEVE WHEATCROFT:  Yeah, there's definitely some reassurance.  I felt a lot better after 
that 62 than I did after that 73.  And I definitely did not make everything today.  I'm known to 
make quite a few putts on these greens, I love these greens, but I definitely struggled the 
last three rounds trying to get the ball in the hole and speeds were just a little bit off.  Yeah, 
I'm glad it's over.  I tried as hard as I can, that's all I can do. 
 
Q.  How big was the support that you had not only from everyone in the club but your 
family, friends all coming out to support you here on this final day at the home 
course? 
 
STEVE WHEATCROFT:  It was wonderful.  I mean the club members here are great.  I love 
it here, I'm proud to be an Atlantic Beach Country Club member.  They were out there 
following me for four days screaming, yelling, hooting, hollering, through rain delays.  
They're the best.  It's a great club here and having that support out there, having people 
cheering you on, it's great, it's an awesome feeling.  
  


