
1 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW  
October 2, 2017 
 
JONATHAN BYRD  ( -24) 
 
 
Q.  We're here at the Web.Com Tour Championship in Atlantic Beach Country Club 
with Jonathan Byrd, who emerged with the victory here this week and his surfboard 
trophy.  Congratulations on the win.  First of all, how would you describe the feeling 
of getting this win and knowing that you've got the better status on the PGA Tour? 
 
JONATHAN BYRD:  It's so satisfying.  Like the last three years have just felt really long.  
They've been good for me, I wouldn't change it a bit.  I've built some great friendships out 
here and it's been good for my family.  A little bit of trial and tribulation.  Just golf hasn't 
come real easy the last three years and I've struggled with my confidence.   
 
So, I mean, to come all the way to this week and just not feel like I had it and just kind of 
muster something up this week.  I did play a course that I felt suited my game beautifully and 
the conditions suited my game, so that was fortunate.  But just kind of you got it rolling.  You 
never know when it's going to be your week and this week was my week.  I played great, I 
got great breaks to go along with it, I made putts and it just kind of came easy this week.  My 
caddie Matt Olsen is from here in Neptune Beach so this is a hometown week for him and 
he helped me stay loose out there this week and that was a big part of it and we made a 
great team out there this week. 
 
Q.  Was there any one part of your game that was clicking, do you think, above all 
else that propelled you? 
 
JONATHAN BYRD:  I think my wedge game and putting was probably the best this week.  I 
hit a lot of good iron shots so that kind of went with it, but my wedges were just right on.  I hit 
them the right distance, I almost holed out a few of them this week, I converted a lot of 
birdies with wedges.  I think the thing that helped me was I don't spin my wedges quite as 
much as some other guys or I can control my spin and take some spin off and flight them 
down and I think that really helped me on some of these wedge shots because the grain in 
the greens and the greens got soft this weekend and that helped me make a lot of birdies. 
 
Q.  Now getting into the Safeway Open, how does that affect your travel plans?  Do 
you have to scramble to figure it out? 
 
JONATHAN BYRD:  We'll figure something out.  I don't know, I haven't quite decided 
whether I'm going yet.  I feel like I've kind of earned a little bit of a break maybe.  I want to 
celebrate with my family.  I think it's always a team decision, family decision, so we'll figure it 
out this afternoon.  I've got plenty of time to get out there and get ready to compete. 
 
Q.  How does this feeling compare to, you've won five times on the PGA Tour, this is 
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kind of a different circumstance with having to reearn your card, your back against 
the wall.  How would you describe the emotions? 
 
JONATHAN BYRD:  I think every win's special, they all stand alone, but this one is 
just -- this one's very gratifying.  There was I think a lot more hard work went into getting this 
win and I got tired of telling my kids and my kids kept praying, "I want to pray for daddy to 
get a win."  It's been a while.  My youngest, the five-year-old's never got to see me win a 
tournament and she got to be here today.  So it's just very gratifying, very satisfying to just 
kind of keep laboring, keep laboring and it finally come to pass. 
 
Q.  Was there a point first round, second round that you thought you were headed 
towards a special week?  Did something click when you actually teed it up or after 
that? 
 
JONATHAN BYRD:  The first round, you know, I got -- I mean I made -- obviously Sam shot 
59.  I called it on Saturday.  I played a practice round with my son on Saturday and I said if 
the wind doesn't blow, somebody's going to shoot 59 this week.  Sam played an amazing 
round the first round but I felt like me going out there and shooting 7 under, you know, I was 
I guess five back, after missing two cuts to come out and make I think eight birdies that day, 
that was just a great start.  That just kind of gave me a little boost kind of going into the next 
day.  Probably the best round I played was yesterday.  I shot 7 under yesterday, or I guess 
Saturday with a little bit more difficult conditions, the wind, and I walked in a few putts from 
30 feet.  It was just a very -- the most satisfying day I had this week was on Saturday. 
 
Q.  How crazy this game is, like a week ago you were not even playing and now you're 
sitting with the trophy and a PGA Tour card? 
 
JONATHAN BYRD:  Yeah, you can beat your head against a wall with this game, but 
there's stuff to learn, there's lots to learn from this.  You never know when you're going to 
have good weeks, you can't ever give up, you've got to keep learning and I think that's been 
the biggest thing these last two, three years is in the difficulty.  You keep learning if you're 
paying attention.  It's easy to kind of get in self pity mode, which is about where I was on 
Saturday and Sunday when my wife kind of gave me a good talk and feeling sorry for 
myself, which I have no reason to be.  She kind of motivated me to kind of pick my lip up and 
fight it out this last week. 
  


