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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW  
September 30, 2017 
 
JONATHAN BYRD  ( -20) 
 
 
Q.  First off, just talk about being in contention.  I mean it's been a long season but -- 
 
JONATHAN BYRD:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  -- where did this come from?  Did you expect this this week? 
 
JONATHAN BYRD:  Not totally.  I've been in the mix a couple times this year, but not -- I 
haven't had any leads or anything like that.  So I was telling Phil Blackmar that actually on 
Monday or Sunday I was debating on whether even to come down here because I just 
was -- just in a funk.  Missed the last two cuts and played pretty horrible.   
 
But coming in this week I really like this golf course.  It gives you a little extra room off the 
tee.  I love the bermuda greens, I love the fact there's no rough.  I think being a southern 
boy, you like bermuda anytime you can get it.  I've putted good all week and I kind of had a 
nice attitude adjustment on Monday and just came down here trying to play like I've got 
nothing to lose and I've done a good job of that this week.  But you've still got to make the 
putts, still got to be committed out there and it's been a little bit of a battle but I've stayed 
focused. 
 
Q.  And then I think we just heard a moan from the crowd that Sam just missed that 
putt.  Your thoughts on being the leader after 54 holes here? 
 
JONATHAN BYRD:  Well, obviously I think I'm at 20 under.  I told myself at the beginning of 
the week I had to get to 20 under to do what I need to do this week for next year, which is 
probably the top-5 or 6 and I'm already at that point so I've got to kind of reevaluate.  We're 
going to have tough conditions tomorrow, it's going to be a little more windy.  But I like this 
golf course, I think I can kind of work myself around it.  I don't know what it's going to take 
tomorrow, but I'm going to just shoot the best score I can and see what happens. 
 
Q.  Were you in a groove today?  Dave said he saw you out there, you walked one in? 
 
JONATHAN BYRD:  Yeah, Keith was laughing at me.  He's like, "Hey, baby, you're walking 
them in from 30 feet." 
 
But when you feel good on the greens, I was telling myself I'm a clutch putter and I've made 
a lot of clutch putts over the years and I just felt good out there.  I felt at ease.  When you 
feel that way, you're just kind of letting it come to you, you're not working to hard to make 
putts.  You're just kind of letting it happen and that's kind of the way I felt. 
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Q.  Can you talk a little bit about maybe how tough this year has been mentally like 
with so much golf to play and obviously your decision before you came here, you 
were considering not coming? 
 
JONATHAN BYRD:  Well, yeah, it's been a tough year but it's been a good year.  It's been a 
good year for my family off the golf course.  I took a little break from the Web Tour this 
summer and went and played five Tour events and my family came to four events and that 
was good for me, just kind of energized me.  I played well, I finished tied for fifth at John 
Deere and had a good week there and that gave me a little confidence.   
 
But it's hard being on the Web Tour all summer and your family's not out with you.  I'm used 
to having my family on the road with me.  My kids are getting older, so that makes it harder.  
But you just never know when you're going to play good.  I mean, this is a testament to that.  
I missed the last two cuts.  It's a crazy game. 
 
Q.  Are you feeling any pressure knowing what's on the line this week? 
 
JONATHAN BYRD:  Yeah, I am, but I'm playing good, so I mean I'm just trying to keep my 
mindset, stay aggressive and just keep reacting out there, and just if I keep doing that, I'll put 
myself in good position.  But I'm not in control ultimately, so I've just got to go play and 
compete and see what happens.  
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  Did she say that sternly? 
 
JONATHAN BYRD:  Yeah, she's gotten more -- she speaks her mind more than she used 
to over our marriage and I think that's been a good thing in our marriage in that we're honest 
with each other.  I was just kind of having a little pity party over the weekend after I came 
home after missing the cut.  She just said, "Maybe we just don't need to play, maybe we 
should just shut it down, hang out as a family and not let golf kind of rule our lives."   
 
Monday I kind of had a heart check and a mind check and just, you know, and I've had some 
good preparation this week, too.  But mainly it's just a different mindset this week of trying to 
just not get so caught up in it, the result of how I'm playing.  I've got a lot of people praying 
for me, I think that's part of it, too.  So here I am. 
 
Q.  You look at the leaderboard, a lot of guys, most of the guys up there have a lot of 
PGA Tour experience.  You, Sam, Cameron Tringale Rob Oppenheim have been there.  
On a day like today, do you think that mattered, that kind of experience? 
 
JONATHAN BYRD:  Maybe a little bit.  We've got so many good players out here on the 
Web Tour.  I used to think my experience meant a lot, more than probably it does, but after 
playing with all these young guys who just get up and rip it and kind of play without any fear, 
I started to doubt how much that experience helps.  You know, you've got to play 
aggressive, you've got to get up there and just, you know, believe you can play great and 
these guys do and they're good.   
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But I think experience helps on a windy day like today, not necessarily the first two rounds or 
the fact that this is the last event.  When you get wind like this, you've got to be able to kind 
of control your trajectory and the more you've competed in weather like this, it helps. 
 
Q.  Is it blowing a little bit like it is in Sea Island? 
 
JONATHAN BYRD:  Yeah, I mean I'm only an hour and a half up the road so this is kind of 
how it plays at home. 
 
Q.  Front nine on the birdies, any long ones, like 3 and 4, the long par 3? 
 
JONATHAN BYRD:  Oh, 3 I hit it about, I don't know, about six feet there, hit a great shot. 
 
Q.  The next hole? 
 
JONATHAN BYRD:  I can't remember these holes.  I hit it about 10 feet there. 
 
Q.  And the long -- 
 
JONATHAN BYRD:  The par 5 I hit a bad layup into the hazard, the bunker and hit it about 
25 feet, made that, 30 feet.  
 
Q.  Then 8 and 9?  
 
JONATHAN BYRD:  No. 8 I hit it about two feet, 9 I hit it about three feet, and then 10 I hit it 
about two feet.  No. 14, I made that 25-footer and then 18 wedged it in there. 
  


