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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW  
September 29, 2017 
 
SAM SAUNDERS  ( -17) 
 
 
Q.  36-hole lead at your home course, what's that feel like? 
 
SAM SAUNDERS:  It's great.  I'm really pleased that I followed up yesterday with a good 
solid round today.  You know, unfortunate finish there but that's not that big a deal.  I'm 
proud of the round of golf.  If you would have told me at the beginning of the day I was going 
to go shoot a solid 5-under 66 out there, I would have, you know, I would have been pleased 
with that.  So I feel like I did my work for what I needed to do today because it is tough.  It's 
tough to follow up a round like that.  You just have a different feeling out there and it was 
nice to play well. 
 
Q.  I was going to say, what are the challenges of following up a round like that, how 
does it feel different? 
 
SAM SAUNDERS:  Well, it's the fact that you start feeling disappointed with pars.  You 
make good pars on holes that you know are pars but you have to tell yourself, hey, that's 
fine.  It feels like you're playing so bad compared to yesterday.  I parred the first three holes 
today and I felt like, okay, I'm still playing good golf.  This is not time to panic or anything, 
just keep doing what you're doing.  Fortunate to make some birdies and get it going and try 
to do the same thing this weekend. 
 
Q.  Looks like this will probably lock you up back for the PGA Tour.  How's that feel? 
 
SAM SAUNDERS:  It's good, yeah.  It's nice to know that I'm going to have a full card next 
year as they say, and hopefully if I can pull off the win here and win the Web Finals money 
deal, I can get the full exempt card and be able to play at THE PLAYERS here this year, 
which I've always wanted to do, especially now that you just live down the road from it.  So I 
certainly have a lot to play for this weekend and I'm excited at the challenge. 
 
Q.  You said putting yesterday was your strong suit.  What would you say today was 
your strong suit? 
 
SAM SAUNDERS:  The putting was still really good.  I putted quite well today.  I would just 
say my attitude and the way I felt out there, not getting mad about that right there.  I'm not 
going to let making a bogey out there or a couple of loose shots that got away, it happens, 
you know?  Golf's hard.  You can't expect to keep shooting -- you shoot a 59, you can't 
expect to go blitz it and shoot 62 tomorrow.  So like I said, it was nice to play a solid round.  
Obviously hit a lot of good shots but I'm going to hit more bad shots this weekend and that's 
the thing, it's more about how you handle it mentally and that's what I did well today and 
what I've got to keep doing this weekend. 
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Q.  Real quick, getting ready for this tournament this week, sleeping in your own bed, 
getting ready at home, how's that been? 
 
SAM SAUNDERS:  It's been wonderful.  You kind of have to check yourself every now and 
then and remember, hey, I'm playing in a tournament and this is important, because it's hard 
to not just fall into the regular routine of being home.  But I've got a great support in my wife 
Kelly and she's been letting me do the practice I need to do and prepare as I need to. 
 
Q.  I know this may be kind of a dumb question, but 59's obviously ridiculously hard.  
Is it just as hard or almost as hard to follow up with a great round right after that? 
 
SAM SAUNDERS:  I think it's -- I don't know, I wouldn't say it's harder but it's harder in the 
beginning.  A 59 gets hard when -- yesterday, I didn't really feel nerves or worried about it 
until those last couple holes because it wasn't really a thought earlier in the round.  You're 
just trying to make birdies and hit good shots.   
 
Following up today was a little bit tougher just early in the round because you want to keep 
going and show that you're playing good golf and that this wasn't just some fluke, not to 
mention you're still trying to win a golf tournament.  Just because I shot 59 yesterday didn't 
mean that I was guaranteed to go out and be leading after two rounds today.  I could have 
easily gone out there and shot a couple over par and be, you know, three or four shots back.  
So it was important for me to get out and try to, worst case scenario, maintain that 36-hole 
lead. 
 
Q.  And the coolest text message or message you may have got last night? 
 
SAM SAUNDERS:  Oh, I got a pretty cool one from my sister.  My sister Katie that lives in 
Ashville.  I hope I don't get in trouble for saying this, but she just said, "Bad ass, that is all."  
So it was pretty funny to come from my sister, mother of three little girls, that was funny.  But 
I got a lot of really nice messages and a lot of great support out there. 
 
Q.  Just what happened there on 18?  Obviously had a big birdie at 17.  
 
SAM SAUNDERS:  Yeah, I hit a great drive on 18.  Had kind of an in-between number for 
the second shot.  This pin here, wind being off the left, you can't do anything stupid and try 
to hit it close there, you just dump it in the water.   
 
So I didn't hit that bad of a second shot over the bunker there in the rough but I had a great 
lie.  But that's the fun, cool thing about this golf course.  It appeared to be this perfect lie 
sitting up on a tee but it's fluffy and grainy and it's a little bit of a guessing game on some of 
those lies.   
 
To be honest, if I had made a big enough swing, it can come out really fast out of that lie and 
I could have hit that pitch shot right over the green and into the water.  So I had to be slow 
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enough with it to not have one shoot on me and I caught one little piece of grass, and that's 
all it took and it just buried right under the lip of the bunker.  I almost took an unplayable but 
was able to hit it down in the bunker.   
 
It was a perfect storm of everything that could have gone wrong in about 30 seconds.  You 
know, that happens, but what you can't let happen is let that fester for the next two days.  
That's not a big deal.  What's important is the final score after two days and I would have 
taken that my whole life. 
 
Q.  Sam, whether you had taken an unplayable or gone sideways, you were out of that 
position pretty quick.  Once you saw what that lie actually was -- 
 
SAM SAUNDERS:  Yeah, there's no reason to sit there and pout about it and make a big 
scene. 
 
Q.  Yeah, but you didn't appear to debate on whether to try to hit that or not? 
 
SAM SAUNDERS:  The one out of the lip? 
 
Q.  Yeah. 
 
SAM SAUNDERS:  Well, because I thought about am I going to try to go out and get on the 
green and I realized there's no physical possibility unless the ball went backwards and then 
forwards, which just doesn't happen.  So just hit it out and try to get the next one up and 
down, which I didn't do but that's okay.  I never let my emotions get the best of me there.  I 
hit seven shots and moved on to the next, finished it up. 
 
Q.  Regardless of how you arrived at it, 125 is something you would gladly have taken 
on Thursday morning and say, okay, I'll just kick back by the pool? 
 
SAM SAUNDERS:  If you told me 17 under after two days, I would have laughed.  I didn't 
think anybody would shoot that, let alone me.  There's a lot of good players out here so 
obviously the conditions like they are, guys are going low.   
 
But this weekend's going to be fun so I'm really pleased that I could put myself up on top 
because pars are going to be good this weekend.  Heck, you shoot even par over the 
weekend, you may move up, you may move forward.  So if I can just hit the ball solid and 
play well, I've got a good chance. 
 
Q.  If the wind blows like everybody says, where are the guys going to struggle for the 
most?  Is it off the tee, is it going to be -- 
 
SAM SAUNDERS:  Yeah, there's going to be some tough tee shots, controlling it from the 
fairway can be tough, but it's going to be more about can you chip and putt well this 
weekend, can you miss it in the right spots and make some good saves because in no way 
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are you going to hit all these greens when it's blowing 20 to 30 miles per hour.  You're going 
to hit it in some tough spots so you're going to need to be able to scramble and try to make 
some good saves. 
 
Q.  Talked about you'd take 125.  Would you take 142 on the weekend right now given 
what is expected? 
 
SAM SAUNDERS:  No, I think I can shoot under par this weekend.  I know it's going to be 
blowing, but I would never take anything, I just want to go out there and try to beat everyone 
and add it all up at the end. 
  


