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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW  
September 24, 2017 
 
XANDER SCHAUFFELE  ( -12) 
 

 

 

ALEX URBAN:  We would like to welcome the winner of the 2017 TOUR Championship to 

the interview room.  Xander, you're the first rookie to win this event.  How good did it feel 

when you saw that putt drop at the last?  

 

XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Well, I thought I missed it, for starters, so to watch it do a little 

ring around the rosy and it ended up going to the bottom of the cup, I feel very fortunate 

because I thought I missed it initially. 

 

ALEX URBAN:  Great, and maybe just some overall comments on what it means to you to 

win the TOUR Championship. 

 

XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Yeah, it's a tremendous honor.  You know, five months ago, two 

months ago, three hours ago I wasn't really expecting a whole lot and to be sitting here with 

this bad boy right here is very special and I can't thank my team enough and everyone that's 

helped me to get here. 

 

ALEX URBAN:  We'll open it up for questions. 

 

Q.  Mate, you've developed already a reputation for being clutch.  You got through 

Q-School first time, Web Finals first time, you've won in your rookie season twice 

now, you did it both times coming down the stretch.  What is it about it that enables 

you to be that guy? 

 

XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  I don't know, you know.  It's an interesting question.  It's tough to 

answer.  I feel when I'm in that situation I always feel like I'm chasing and I guess I've never 

had like a huge lead.  You have to be clutch to close a huge lead, so I've always been on the 

other side of it chasing so I feel like that's easier.  In that situation I feel like I just focus that 

much more. 

 

Q.  At Greenbrier you said that your dad said that this was expected, that you were 

just trending.  Is this still part of what you expected this soon? 

 

XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Like I said there, you're going to have to ask him on that.  No, 

this is above and beyond for me. 

 

Q.  Xander, yesterday you were asked about winning $149,000 I believe it was on the 

Web.com Tour last year.  Now that you've won I believe it's three and a half million or 

more today, how does it feel and can you put that into words? 

https://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour


2 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

 

XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Yeah, it's funny, I didn't even know until I think Jay or Mr. Hicks 

told me up on the other stand. 

 

Yeah, it's an incredible feeling.  I really have no idea what I'm going to do with it to be 

completely honest.  Going to have to go to the drawing boards on that one as well. 

 

Q.  You said five months ago, two months ago, et cetera, you wouldn't imagine being 

in this position.  Did you imagine being in this position even at the start of this week, 

and secondly, at what point today did it feel like it was there for you? 

 

XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Yeah, I didn't look -- I didn't feel the need to look at any 

leaderboards for a while.  I saw the first one on I think 14 or 16.  I knew 15 is kind of a huge 

hole to get past, so after 15 I took a deep breath and I looked at the board on 16 and I saw 

that I had a one-shot lead.   

 

So yeah, I mean, like I said, five months, two months, every great player expects a lot out of 

themselves but to actually pull it off in this kind of style and this quickly in my mind, it's hard 

to explain.  It feels great. 

 

Q.  Xander, can you talk about the three of you, Justin, Jordan, yourself in terms of 

being similar ages and how well you folks are doing now, and just tell us about what 

you felt over that last putt on 18?  

 

XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Yeah, I mean it's not just the three of us really.  I think I've 

always been on the outside looking in.  You've got Justin, you've got Jordan, you've got 

Daniel Berger, you've got Emiliano Grillo, and Hideki's also young.  Jon Rahm's even 

younger than us.  It's not just the two of us or three of us.  Like I said, it's kind of weird being 

in their company.  I said I got annoyed of talking about them so much before, but yeah, they 

push me and I can't thank them enough. 

 

Q.  Two things, Xander.  What did Justin say to you when you came out of scoring?  

 

XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Just congrats.  He kind of caught me by surprise, I was doing my 

little ghost walk that I do, but just a congrats. 

 

Q.  Secondly, you got into the U.S. Open in a playoff, like a five-for-two playoff I think 

out of Tennessee.  You were 6 under over the last six holes in Chicago to even get 

here.  What does that tell you about yourself to have moments like this and then to 

kind of come through on the stage that you get to?  

 

XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Yeah, it would make any player feel good knowing that they can 

perform when there's a gun to their head.  You know, I would rather not be in that situation 

moving forward, but if I ever am in that situation, then I can fall back on some experience to 

pull through it. 
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Q.  Have you always been that way? 

 

XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  A little bit.  I always kind of treat myself as an underdog, and with 

that said, it kind of allows me to play a little bit freer. 

 

Q.  Do you think this win will make it easier for people to know how to pronounce 

your name now? 

 

XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  No chance. 

 

Q.  Xander, talk about what the win here at East Lake.  Of course, what great history, 

the home of Bobby Jones, you taking home a Calamity Jane there.  Talk about what 

that means to you.  

 

XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  It's a tremendous honor.  Just going back, I just feel very 

fortunate to even be here really starting off the week.  I was just happy to walk around the 

property, like you said, with all the history, everything going on, the TOUR Championship, 

last 30 guys in the field.  It was a very eerie vibe walking around and I just felt very lucky and 

here I am talking to you so I feel even luckier.    

 

Q.  You talk about the strength of your game is your driving but you knocked down 

some really big par putts and some big par saves.  Was there any one that seemed 

bigger than any other? 

 

XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  No.  I mean, the putter was pretty quiet the first two days and 

yesterday it kind of woke up a little bit, but I left myself a lot of kind of sketchy I would call 

them par putts today and I pretty much knocked all of them in but one, I think. 

 

Q.  Xander, you said at the start you weren't expecting a lot and you treat yourself as 

the underdog.  Will that change going forward?    

 

JUSTIN THOMAS:  I mean, it seems to be working for now so I'm going to try and let that 

ride as long as possible. 

 

Q.  Will you expect more out of yourself in the next season? 

 

XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Yeah, I mean you always expect a lot of yourself, but we're 

definitely going to have to go back to the drawing boards because we hit pretty much every 

goal we could have imagined. 

 

Q.  Xander, a couple questions.  First of all, I guess first time since 2009 to have 

two -- a winner of the tournament and a winner of the Cup.  Was that at all a strange 

kind of a double awards ceremony there at the end of the tournament? 
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XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  I'm just happy to be holding this thing.  I wouldn't know, I have no 

experience to fall back on to answer that question. 

 

Q.  Also, too, there was a lot of talk earlier in the week as there is every year, would 

you like to do it a little differently the way the season ends?  Obviously it worked out 

pretty well for you today, but have you had any thoughts or suggestions on that? 

 

XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  No, not at all.  I'm a rookie in every category and my 

opinion -- I'm a rookie so I'm just going through the process and what the Tour puts us 

through.  I might have a stronger opinion next year on how things go, but as of now I'm not 

complaining about anything. 

 

Q.  Just wondering, you said you didn't look at a leaderboard until two, three holes 

left, is that just normal for you?  What was the mindset, you didn't want to know? 

 

XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  I knew.  Usually -- I think I'm the second or I was the second 

worst ranked player in the field, so when you have all the Golf Channel guys and NBC 

Sports guys on you the entire round, I had a feeling that I was right up there.  That's why I 

didn't really feel like I needed to go look at leaderboard to look exactly where I was at.  It 

was kind of an up-and-down day for me, I was so worried about what was in front of me 

instead of kind of watching leaderboards but I knew for the most part where I stood. 

 

ALEX URBAN:  Any further questions?  Xander, congratulations on winning the 2017 TOUR 

Championship. 

 

XANDER SCHAUFFELE:  Thank you so much.   
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