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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW  
September 24, 2017 
 
ROB OPPENHEIM  ( -8) 
 

 

Q.  Well, you're not only heading back to the PGA TOUR but you might win the golf 

tournament? 

 

ROB OPPENHEIM:  Yeah, kind of surprising, but I wanted to get to double digits, that was 

kind of my goal to start the day.  It's just playing so tough out there, the greens are firm, fast 

and they're getting a little crusty.  The weather, a little wind's picking up so it's playing so 

difficult and I was happy to get in the house at 3 under. 

 

Q.  It seems like you've been on the bubble every year.  How's it feel to know you're 

heading back to the PGA TOUR?  

 

ROB OPPENHEIM:  Yeah, you know, playing, losing my card last year, I really wanted to 

get back and give it another chance.  Not knowing the golf courses and to play the Playoffs 

and to come up just short, it was disappointing.  I really wanted to get back there and work 

hard this year and get out there, and to come up just short again on the regular season and 

to now lock it up before the last event, I've never played an event out here on this tour a little 

bit stress-free, I guess you could say. 

 

Q.  What does the T7 at Pebble do for you when you head back out there?  I would 

think that would be some good confidence? 

 

ROB OPPENHEIM:  Yeah, no question.  That's one of my favorite golf courses in the world.  

Yeah, that's one I'll definitely be excited to get back to. 

 

Q.  Anything you'll change or you'll wish you've done different last time that you'll try 

to correct this time? 

 

ROB OPPENHEIM:  That's why I really was excited to get back there, not knowing the golf 

courses and just learning the ropes out there.  I come out here on the Web, I've been out 

here for so long, I know all the courses, I know where to go, I know where to eat, I know 

everything about the Web.com Tour.  I felt like I got a pretty good taste of that last year and 

I'm excited to have another crack at it. 

 

Q.  Being on the bubble so much, (inaudible) maybe a negative mentality.  How do 

you keep that positive mindset? 

 

ROB OPPENHEIM:  It's hard to be negative.  I'm close so I never really took that as a 

negative, I always took that as a positive saying I'm very close and if I could just clean up a 

few things I'm right there.  So yeah, never looked at it negatively.  I've always looked at it, 
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hey, I'm right there and I've just got to do a few more things differently.  Luckily, like I said, 

this will be exciting to go to Jacksonville.  I live in Orlando so my family and friends will be up 

there.  To be able to play there and not be, as you guys put it so often, on the bubble. 

 

Q.  Clubhouse lead right now.  Do you think it will be enough to get you in a playoff or 

get you a victory here? 

 

ROB OPPENHEIM:  You know, I didn't really look at the leaderboard all day until the last 

hole and I realized -- I talked to my caddie and I realized I was a shot back.  I was shocked 

but I wasn't shocked at the same time because it's playing so hard.  I don't know.  Like you 

said, 17's playing difficult, 18th is tough.  Even though 16's reachable, the way it's playing 

downwind it's a reachable par 5, so I'll have to dodge that hole a little.  But I'm just happy to 

have a good event and lock up a card for next year. 

 

Q.  What do you credit for playing so well the last couple months?  I know you said 

you had a good start, slow middle and then it seems like you've really come around 

the last couple months? 

 

ROB OPPENHEIM:  I've been working hard.  A couple coaches, Tom Gardner (sp) and 

Sean Hester have helped me out a lot.  Some equipment, the new Ping driver.  Dave Bray, 

he's the Ping rep, and Tom Vail, he does the shaft out there, they dialed me.  That was the 

biggest difference, my driver.  I started hitting fairways and that's always been kind of my 

weakness.  A course like this you have to hit fairways and I was able to do that.  A hole like 

16, when I played here last year I was never even thinking about getting there in two, I was 

playing from the rough.  I was able to get there in two every day, so it's just a huge 

advantage. 

 

Q.  What call are you most looking forward to after this to tell them you're heading 

back to the PGA TOUR? 

 

ROB OPPENHEIM:  Yeah, I'll call my wife, exactly. 

 

Q.  What about your kids, what do you think they're thinking right now?   

 

ROB OPPENHEIM:  Yeah, they don't know whether I'm playing the TOUR or the Web, they 

have no idea.  They do realize the PGA TOUR daycare is an upgrade, so some of the 

places we'll go that's one of the bigger perks of playing the PGA TOUR is my family will be 

able to travel with me quite a bit more next year.  This year it's tough some of the places we 

go, sometimes there's not much daycare so that's one of the best perks about playing out 

there for me now is having two kids, that they'll come with me quite a bit. 

 

Q.  Rob, they say the journey is even better than the destination.  Do you appreciate 

the journey it's been for you spending a little more time than you wanted out here on 

the Web?  
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ROB OPPENHEIM:  Yeah, I think maybe you appreciate it a little more, you realize the hard 

work I've put in and all the effort that people put through to help me.  You don't do this alone, 

there's always -- even though you're kind of out there alone you've got your caddie and so 

much goes into it with friends and family support.  Like I said, I've been so close sometimes 

it's easy said to get down, but the friends, the family, that's the ones that kind of keep you up 

and keep telling you how close you are and stick with it. 

 

Q.  Don't want to ruin your day but the Pats are not looking good right now, they're 

down two last I checked.  

 

ROB OPPENHEIM:  How much time left?  Just like you, ruin a good day. 

 

Q.  You had a stress-free round probably because you weren't expecting to be in the 

title hunt, but now if you have to go in a playoff -- 

 

ROB OPPENHEIM:  Well, stress-fee, I meant stress-free for next week. 
  

https://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour

