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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW  
September 24, 2017 
 
KEITH MITCHELL  ( -5) 
 

 

Q.  We are here at Canterbury with Keith Mitchell, who's just secured his PGA TOUR 

card for the first time, 5 under total here at the DAP Championship.   

 

Keith, first of all, a question that might be hard to answer right now but how would 

you describe the emotion of knowing that you're going to the PGA TOUR? 

 

KEITH MITCHELL:  It's one we've been battling the last three weeks, so it hasn't really sunk 

in yet at all.  It was business as usual out there just trying to get it done.  If we started 

thinking about it, then you never know what's going to happen.  So we stayed as focused as 

we could, played good the last six, seven holes, so it really feels good to be done.  I know 

we've got one more tournament but it's such a weight off my shoulders going into that week 

and the rest of the year. 

 

Q.  Was it at all on your mind the back nine as you were going down the stretch? 

 

KEITH MITCHELL:  Absolutely, especially when we were 2 over through 13.  I was walking 

up 14, I said, man, we feel like we're doing everything we need to do today, we're playing 

well, hitting good shots and really only hit one bad club.  Then we ended up birdieing the 

next few holes.  It was all about being patient out there today.  I know that sounds what 

we're supposed to do every day but today especially.  It could have gotten away from me 

quick.  And playing well the last five, six holes is really just icing on the cake. 

 

Q.  You had the near miss in Portland to get your card and the near miss in Columbus 

to get your card.  Was that I guess hard at all to like rebound and commit to a full 

week of practice after that knowing how close -- was there any like lag or kind of 

anything you had to recover from? 

 

KEITH MITCHELL:  It was tough at the beginning in Columbus.  Monday was hard with 

traveling.  It was all I thought about all day long.  Everybody wants that putt to go to the 

Tour.  But I knew that I had four more chances to have that putt and fortunately today or next 

week it didn't rely coming down to the last shot.  We went ahead and took care of business 

early, which is kind of what we were hoping to do in the regular season.  But feeling really 

good.  I'm so happy that we just continue to play well after Portland, we didn't let it affect us.  

It probably helped us in the long run, especially in the career we want to last as long as 

possible, that's just something you just put in the memory banks to remember.  So really it 

might be a blessing that that happened.  Just the focus and the determination we've had the 

last three weeks is something I haven't felt in my career so it's pretty awesome. 

 

Q.  Kind of looking at your life, is it kind of like a graduation type of feel, kind of like a 
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lot of hard work coming together, obviously realizing a goal you've probably had for a 

long time? 

 

KEITH MITCHELL:  It is, it's something that we've -- all of us out here have worked forever 

for.  Unfortunately, it's only kind of a one-year card so I don't want to look at it like it's the 

end and we did it and we're done.  Hopefully, if we stay healthy, we can play on the PGA 

TOUR or Web.com Tour as long as possible.  Yes, it's a huge hurdle to get over to get there, 

that's the first step.  So hopefully we can keep playing and using this as motivation for years 

to come because it's great to have one year on the tour but I would like to have more. 

 

Q.  How much fun is it going to be to be out there with your high school teammates, 

Jaeger and Harris that you played with in college as well? 

 

KEITH MITCHELL:  That's going to be a lot of fun.  That might be a first all on the same 

team.  We've helped each other from Baylor all the way to now and their help has -- I mean 

Jaeger's help the last month has been something that's priceless to me on the course, off 

the course, everything, so I owe him a lot.  And Harris as well being kind of like the big 

brother to Jaeger and I growing up, it's huge.  It's going to be a lot of fun next year traveling 

with those guys. 

 

Q.  What's that walk like up 18 especially after the second shot where you kind of 

know?  What's that walk, were you able to think about things? 

 

KEITH MITCHELL:  Yeah, it was sweet.  It was definitely a lot more stress free than the 

walk up Portland, that was pretty intense.  So it was a lot of fun.  I wanted to make birdie.  It 

moves my number even higher, hopefully get into some more tournaments.  It was a putt, I 

had like a six-footer for par and I knew even if I mis-hit that, I probably still get my card.  But I 

didn't care, I wanted to make it, I wanted to keep my number well.  That was the best putt I 

hit all week and that probably made me feel a lot better about the week and finish strong and 

just do what we needed to do. 

 

Q.  Does it say a lot about your game with Portland and then Columbus but the fact 

that now you're here and you're in contention, this is three out of four events where 

you've been atop the leaderboard? 

 

KEITH MITCHELL:  That's really tiring physically, mentally.  Hopefully one day we can come 

through and finish at the top of the leaderboard.  I'm not sitting here upset, it's absolutely 

incredible to be in the position I am, but we've still got a lot of work to do to close the door to 

get a win.  I didn't get a win on the Web Tour this year or last year and it's going to be even 

harder to get one on Tour, so we still have a lot of work to do. 

 

Q.  How much confidence does that T-11 at Valspar give you when you head out there 

in a couple weeks? 

 

KEITH MITCHELL:  That's huge because it just means that I can compete out there.  
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There's no unknown, there's no difference.  Having that under my belt's going to help a lot 

because we know what it's like to play in a Tour event, we know what it's like to play well in 

Tour events, so that's going to take a lot of weight off my shoulders instead of being afraid or 

scared or whatever the new emotions as a rookie would be.  So that's going to be huge. 

 

Q.  If I remember, that week you said you didn't hit driver particularly well, as good as 

normal either? 

 

KEITH MITCHELL:  Yeah, bermuda greens are kind of my (inaudible) and I putted great that 

week.  Next week bermuda greens at Jacksonville, so hopefully we can keep rolling and 

keep the pedal down. 

 

Q.  No. 1 in strokes gained putting that week, too.  You kind of like that Florida stretch 

next year?  

 

KEITH MITCHELL:  Exactly. 

 

Q.  You'll get to end the year with the RSM Classic at Sea Island where you live.  Is 

that going to be a cool icing on the cake? 

 

KEITH MITCHELL:  Yeah.  Actually, the Sea Island boys haven't had a very good run last 

year so hopefully we can all play well this year.  It's going to be fun to stay in my own bed 

and play in a Tour event.  I never thought that would happen but it's going to be fun. 

 

Q.  Another Georgia Bulldog out there, what does that say about that program, how 

many guys you've got out there next year? 

 

KEITH MITCHELL:  You know, it's incredible what Coach Haack and Coach Douglas have 

done at Georgia.  They've really bred guys to play professionally.  That's really the kind of 

attitude they took, whether it was -- it might not have been best for the team at the time, but 

it was always best for you and your career long term.  That's what I think separates Coach 

Haack and Coach Douglas at Georgia.  They're not necessarily looking for that week and 

that one 36-hole tournament, they're looking long-term qualifying and everything for the guys 

to play well on the PGA TOUR in a long career.  Hopefully the guys now can follow in our 

footsteps.  I know I've still got some big shoes to fill compared to a lot of guys winning 

majors, but that's just kind of the culture of Georgia and hopefully we can get that team back 

rolling where it needs to be. 
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