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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW  
September 22, 2017 
 
PATRICK REED  ( -6) 
 

 

Q.  Patrick Reed, all of a sudden you're T2 now.  How did your round feel? 

 

PATRICK REED:  It felt good.  There's a lot of things my coach and I worked on early this 

week to get ready because last week there was some scrappy stuff I needed to take care of.  

I wasn't as good as it could have been but I was a lot better and it allowed me to get the 

putter working, and with how pure the greens are and only having 30 guys walking on them, 

anyone can make putts out there. 

 

Q.  Yeah, I mean you rolled almost 120 feet of putts, first in strokes gained putting 

today.  The flat stick, is that what carried you through your round? 

 

PATRICK REED:  I would say flat stick and really hitting fairways.  I hit 10 fairways today 

and I think I only missed maybe one or two that were just in the first cuts.  So you have to be 

able to play this golf course from the fairway in the first cut you have such a big advantage 

because the rough here is gnarly.  And the good thing is when I have put it in the rough this 

week, I've been able to put it around the greens in the right spots to make an easy 

up-and-down.  I just feel like the whole year from last year to this year I've just been a lot 

smarter on this golf course. 

 

Q.  You told me coming into the week that you were really looking forward to 

Presidents Cup because you felt like you were so far out of being able to win the 

FedExCup, but now has your mindset changed where you're on the leaderboard? 

 

PATRICK REED:  Well, of course.  My mindset was always to come in this week and win 

the golf tournament.  I know with where I am in FedEx, not only do I have to win the golf 

tournament but I need some help.  All I can do is control me, go out and play the best golf I 

can and get ready for next week.  The best way to get ready for next week is to win the week 

before.  

 

Q.  How would you assess your round? 

 

PATRICK REED:  It was a solid day.  I think the biggest difference was yesterday was just 

aiming too far right, wasn't hitting too many fairways so you have to scramble out of the 

rough.  Yesterday also seemed like every time I had a wedge in my hand I hit it 30 feet right.  

We did some maintenance work last night on the range with my coach, seemed to get my 

alignments a little better.  Started to hit the ball a little more solid, hit 10 fairways today, only 

missed one or two into the first cut.  Hit 12 greens where three of the greens I missed I was 

still putting.  So yeah, it's one of those days that felt pretty solid but it could have been any 

better.  But at the same time anytime you can be middle of the pack and work yourself up to 
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being in the hunt, it's always great. 

 

Q.  Do you feel comfortable around this golf course, feel like it suits your game pretty 

well? 

 

PATRICK REED:  Yeah, in previous years I felt like I haven't played very well here, but I feel 

comfortable around the golf course.  It's not that I haven't felt comfortable, I've ran out of gas 

coming into this place other years.  I feel a lot more energized this year, kind of ready to go.  

It's definitely showing because I'm playing a little smarter around the golf course, playing 

aggressive off the tees, and with hitting fairways you're able to attack.  Basically in the case 

of today I was able to attack this golf course by playing from the short grass and making a lot 

of birdies. 

 

Q.  Is there a reason why you feel more energetic coming in this year than last year? 

 

PATRICK REED:  Just probably a little better shape and just, yeah, I don't know.  It's not 

that I'm playing less, I'm playing more, but it just has to be a little better shape, a little bit 

more energized and ready to go. 

 

Q.  It's a smaller field but it's a pretty congested leaderboard.  How does it feel to put 

yourself back up there headed into the weekend? 

 

PATRICK REED:  It feels great.  The goal was to go out and win this golf tournament and try 

to hope all the numbers work out, but being at 1 under and 16th place or 17th place going 

into today, I knew I had to go out and shoot a low number, I had to get myself closer to the 

lead.  If you're 8 or 9 back going into the weekend with the caliber of players that are here, 

it's the top 30 guys from all year's FedEx.  So you have to be in good form because they're 

not going to go backyards, and if they are maybe one or two shots.  I had to go out and post 

a number and get myself in good position going into the weekend. 

 

Q.  Do you know the scenarios it will take for you to win the FedExCup, are you 

paying attention to those? 

 

PATRICK REED:  Not too much.  I know I think Jordan needs to finish like 10th or tied for 

10th or maybe worse than that, something like that.  But really the main thing is just go out 

and try to win a golf tournament because that's the first thing.  You have to go out and win 

because even if you're worried too much about all that other stuff, if you don't win the golf 

tournament, it doesn't matter. 

 

Q.  What was the guy with you yesterday on the putting green because I know Kirk, 

Kevin Kirk, but is he a coach? 

 

PATRICK REED:  Josh Gregory, I work with him as well.  I have two coaches, Josh Gregory 

and Kevin Kirk.  Kirk was here earlier this week but Josh and I have been working all week 

as well.  It's always nice to have two guys out here to be able -- if one thing's not working, 
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maybe switch the mojo, might work with the other guy and vice versa.  So they're both my 

coaches, I work really well with both of them and I thought it would be good to have him here 

this week.  
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