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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW  
September 22, 2017 
 
JON RAHM  ( -6) 
 

 

Q.  67 at East Lake, take that every time, every tournament?  

 

JON RAHM:  Definitely.  I mean I can't help to be a little frustrated just because I hit so 

many greens both days and I made so many close calls that the frustration just piles up.  It's 

hard to let it go when it's hole after hole after hole.  But after thinking about it, 3-under par 

and 3-under par both days are obviously two scores I would have taken, for sure. 

 

Q.  You know, you're not the only one.  I've seen so many putts burn edges from 

everybody this week.  Is it not figuring out the speed totally yet, is it just how pure 

these greens are with a lot of grass on them?  It seems to be a common theme with 

everybody out there, they're just not falling in the side door.  

 

JON RAHM:  I can't tell you.  Honestly, I really can't tell you.  Gary Woodland today, he 

made plenty, I can tell you that much. 

 

It could be a combination of many things.  The slope of greens with bermudagrass, it's just 

hard to judge them, but I'm glad to hear I'm not the only one. 

 

Q.  You're top-10 so far in the first three playoff events, you're in a good position here.  

What has been working for you so well in this marathon stretch of golf the last 

month? 

 

JON RAHM:  Each tournament has been different but I think my iron play has been 

consistent throughout.  I've hit my irons really good.  Even if I miss the fairways, I've been 

able to either put it on the green or put it in the right spot off the green to be able to make 

either an up-and-down or two-putt or even a chance for birdie putt. 

 

My driving has been on enough.  Today it felt okay but it's hard to hit fairways here.  Last 

week it was outstanding, but I think the one thing that's been consistent all through is my 

iron play.  I've never been too far off.  I haven't short-sided myself that much and that leads 

to not many bogeys, and when you don't make bogeys, you're going to be up there every 

time. 

 

Q.  You're a shot off the lead here, 3-under par for the day.  You didn't make your 

birdies until the back nine.  So what took you a little while to get going? 

 

JON RAHM:  Really, can't tell you.  I mean I feel like I hit a lot of good shots on the front 

nine, a lot of good putts, they just didn't want to drop.  I feel like that shot on 10 from the pine 

straw kind of got me going.  It was the closest birdie putt I had all day and I feel like I just 
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assumed it was going to be a day where I was going to miss the putts and as soon as I did 

that I made the putt, I made the next one. 

 

Q.  At No. 5 in the FedExCup standings heading into the week.  Is, that something that 

you have in the back of your mind while you're playing or what kind of mindset do 

you bring to the golf course this week? 

 

JON RAHM:  It's not on my mind.  I feel like everybody here, I feel like winning is the one 

thing that guarantees you win the FedExCup, right?  I feel like we all have the same thing, 

we all don't want to leave anything to chances, possible bogeys or birdies towards the end, 

so winning is the one thing that's on everybody's mind. 

 

Q.  How are you feeling, give us a sense of how you're feeling, let us inside you, let's 

hear it. 

 

JON RAHM:  Well, that was something else, okay.    

 

I feel like it's two different me's in today's round.  Obviously on that front nine extremely 

frustrated.  Hitting eight greens out of nine and not making a single birdie, having chances, 

burning edges again.  Seemed like nothing was going to go in today.   

 

Then the back nine where I didn't strike the ball as good as I did on the front nine but I was 

able to make a few putts, and to be honest, a couple of really key up-and-downs towards the 

end.  So I feel like I took about two or three strokes from the rest of the guys in the last three 

holes.  Obviously based on that I'm really pleased.  If you tell me at the beginning of the 

week I would be at 6 under par, one off the lead going into the third day, I would have taken 

it for sure.  But seeing how good I've played, still stings a little bit that I wasn't able to make a 

few putts, but from what I hear everybody's struggling.  Hopefully I can keep playing tee to 

green as good as I have and make a few more putts. 

 

Q.  The season ends this week obviously.  Do you play any differently then because 

there's no next week to worry about? 

 

JON RAHM:  Not really.  I don't think any of us out there think about next week when we 

play.  It is true there is more at stake out here, winning is more important than ever, but I 

mean I don't think when we're on the course, as soon as we step up on the tee I don't think 

anything's different in our minds.  It would be a little hard to play if it was different. 

 

Q.  What's the mindset going into the weekend?  How aggressive can you be? 

 

JON RAHM:  I don't think I can be any more aggressive than I already have been already.  

You guys know already I'm a pretty aggressive player all throughout.  So hopefully the same 

thing, I can just keep hitting good shots into the greens, giving myself opportunities and hope 

to make a few more before hole No. 6 and 8 like I have this first two days.  I don't think 

anything in the mindset needs to change.  I'm one off the lead and I'm playing good.  Again, 
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if I can make a few putts, that's the difference. 

 

Q.  What's the secret to playing well without memory?  Like other guys have been 

here multiple times, you've had all year playing well places you haven't been.  What's 

the secret? 

 

JON RAHM:  I've gotten this question a lot and to be honest I've got to say college golf was 

a lot of help.  Four years in college where you go, most of the times you're playing new 

courses and you have one practice round and good luck after that.   

 

Basically when I come to a tournament I have a pro-am and practice round and maybe a 

Monday practice round as well.  I feel like I have so much time to learn about it that I'm kind 

of used to doing it in a shorter period of time. 

 

Q.  You mentioned a lot being at stake this week, more than usual.  Everyone talks 

about the $10 million.  How is that a factor, how does that change things? 

 

JON RAHM:  I mean, I don't know to be honest.  Honestly, in my case when I'm out there 

I'm not thinking on what it comes when we win.  Like I'm not thinking on the prize, I'm not 

thinking on the money.  I'm thinking on the pride I would take and the glory to be actually 

named FedExCup champion.  I believe everybody's thinking on the same thing, or at least I'll 

say most of us.   

 

To be honest, I'm not thinking of the money.  I don't play for the money.  I'm not playing 

because I want to be a millionaire.  I'm playing because I want to be the best golfer I can be.  

That's why I've always played and that's why I compete with so much heart, and I think in my 

case being able to say I'm the FedExCup champion weighs a lot more than any money 

prize, that's for sure. 

 

Q.  So you haven't secretly spent that in your mind? 

 

JON RAHM:  No.  Like I don't know, to be honest, I have anything I can ask for.  I've never 

asked for much ever.  So if I feel like before I turned pro I had everything I could have, right 

now I have more than I ever thought I could have.  So I haven't thought any possible way to 

spend it.  I mean hopefully in a few weeks I can tell you what I spent it on, but to be honest, I 

don't think -- 

 

Q.  How important is it for you to take advantage of the par 5s, you're a real long 

hitter?   

 

JON RAHM:  To be honest there's only two of them so it's not like it's that much of an 

advantage, and one of them everybody can get to one of them, which is No. 6.  I'm pretty 

sure everybody can get there.  So I don't think it's that much of an advantage.   

 

Anytime you can make birdies, I mean 4 under on the par 5s out of six, it helps out a lot.  In 
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this course I really believe it's more about not making mistakes than making birdies just 

because it's so demanding tee to green.  You have to be in the right spot in the fairway, you 

have to be in the right spot above, underneath, left to right of the hole.  It's just so 

demanding in that aspect, the par 5s can make a difference if you make eagles but I feel like 

the other 16 holes are much more important than the par 5s. 
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