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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW  
September 22, 2017 
 
PAUL CASEY  ( -7) 
 

 

Q.  Paul, great solid day, good start.  What is it about this time of year? 

 

PAUL CASEY:  It takes me a while to get warmed up, about eight and a half months, nine 

months to get warmed up.  Well, I play well in hot weather.  It is Hotlanta here as well even 

though it's just -- I just got told it turned into fall, is that right, officially fall today as of 4:00 this 

afternoon.  I like the hot weather.  I like this golf course, it's a great golf course.  Georgia's 

got some great golf fans.  There's a lot of positives and a lot of reasons and millions of 

reasons to play well this time of year.  So yeah, everything's sort of in my favor. 

 

Q.  Is it fair to say -- I followed you for the last 11 holes, I thought you showed some 

real fight coming out of the middle part of that back nine coming out on the other 

side, you gutted it out and really started playing well again coming down the stretch? 

 

PAUL CASEY:  Yeah, and it's a tricky one, thank you, because dropping a couple of shots 

on the holes I did, it just shows you don't need to do a lot wrong around here to make 

bogeys.  What was I, 12 and 13 where I dropped shots?  And then you go 14 and 15 and it 

doesn't get any easier.   

 

That 14's basically a par 5 for some of the members.  It's a par 5 for some of the pros as 

well.  So to right the ship and to hit a wonderful drive down there, great looking second shot, 

almost chip it in.  You move to the treacherous 15th hole with the water, the tee is all the 

way back today, 210ish yards, I guess.  To make pars there, it was what I needed because 

then I kicked on and made birdie on 16.  Couldn't get as close as Pat Perez, tough to do 

that, but yeah, it was what I needed.  It was very easy -- it's a very bunched leaderboard, it 

would have been very easy to just kind of slip back in the middle of the pack and that's not 

what I wanted to do. 

 

Q.  Before we let you go, putting beautifully.  More of the same for the weekend or will 

you think about or work on anything between now and tomorrow because everything 

looks fairly solid? 

 

PAUL CASEY:  Fairly solid is right.  Eliminate any mistakes I made, which was really just 

two tee shots today, but that's something I don't really need to work on because I actually hit 

a lot of fairways considering.  So no, Johnny's already put the clubs away.  If I wanted to 

work I couldn't because my caddie's left me, so we're going to go back to the hotel, get 

some rest, save the energy because it's going to be an exhausting weekend but a fun one. 

 

Q.  Can you talk about rebounding there on the back.  You kind of hit a rough stretch 

there on the back.  Rebounding? 
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PAUL CASEY:  Yeah, I had two bad tee shots on 12 and 13.  Real struggle to get it back, 

recover into the right position.  I didn't have much chance and I certainly didn't do it, so two 

bogeys on 12 and 13.  And stepping onto 14, one of the tougher holes on the golf course, I 

hit a great tee shot down there and a quality 6-iron to set up an easy par.   

 

So it would have been very easy to slip back into the middle of the pack if I hadn't hit that 

good tee shot and then another good tee shot on 15, the par 3.  Disappointing because I 

wanted to kind of try and kind of maybe stretch out a bit of a lead with Webb, like we could 

kind of get to 8 or 9 or something better than that.  So disappointed but happy with the way I 

rebounded. 

 

Q.  What would it mean to you to win this? 

 

PAUL CASEY:  It would cap off a very good season to make a very good season a great 

season.  It would be, yeah, it would be a lot of satisfaction in that.  Hopefully, ask me again 

on Sunday and I can give you the full explanation.  Right now I'm too busy just trying to 

focus on trying to string together four great rounds of golf.  It's amazing how this golf course 

just bunches and you can't seem to get away, guys are right there sort of biting at your 

heels, so it's going to be a tough one. 

 

Q.  You've been in this position before here at East Lake.  Do you kind of like playing 

that role of spoiler, being able to come from behind and dig in?   

 

PAUL CASEY:  But I haven't.  You've noticed the positions, I think I've got a -- what are my 

results?  I've got two fourths and a fifth or something like that and yet I've not really moved a 

whole lot in the FedEx list.  One year I jumped up to about 13th but I was quite a ways down.  

Both occasions when I was top-5 entering it, I never moved.  If anything, I actually went 

backwards even after a top-5.   

 

So yeah, I like to play spoiler but it's really difficult this week after -- with the points being 

reset, and quite rightly.  The guys, it should be difficult for a guy in my position and easier for 

a guy in the top-5, but it's fun. 

 

Q.  Based on that, are you okay and granted you would be the guy, but are you okay 

only winning one tournament during the year and having that be the FedExCup 

champion? 

 

PAUL CASEY:  I have no issue. 

 

Q.  I thought you might say that. 

 

PAUL CASEY:  Back in 2010 when Furyk won, I could have -- I finished fourth that year.  If I 

finished second, I would have won the FedExCup.  And that would have been very wrong to 

win the FedExCup not winning an event, but I would have had no issue with it. 
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Q.  Money spends the same? 

 

PAUL CASEY:  Yes.  I don't think it's right.  And if moving ahead if the format's changed, to 

me it looks like it's coming down to one guy for Player of the Year but there's four guys 

always in my mind that have had -- it would be wrong to steal something away from Justin, 

Jordan, Hideki and Dustin for the way they've played this year.  Those four guys have 

played amazing golf. 

 

Q.  If you had to choose between trophy of this event and the FedExCup, which would 

you choose? 

 

PAUL CASEY:  I think right now I would rather take the TOUR Championship victory, I really 

would.  Yeah, as much as I like to play spoiler, I think that would -- the honor of winning 

around here at East Lake and the history here, I think that would be the coolest thing rather 

than right now snagging -- you know, I love the fact, I love the FedExCup, it's great.  We're 

very fortunate to be able to play for what we play for, don't get me wrong, but I would love to 

have that title.  In fact, I would take the title and not the money tomorrow or Sunday. 

 

Q.  Do you like the fact that the final is always at the same course? 

 

PAUL CASEY:  I do.  If we played on Conway Farms, no. 

 

Q.  You're in a good place right now, your golf is good.  Just how good is life right 

now? 

 

PAUL CASEY:  It's pretty good.  It would be nicer if I was at home with my daughter and my 

son and my wife, but I love doing what I do so yeah, it's great.  You know, third oldest guy in 

the field but I'm probably one of the most excited when it comes to enjoying what I do.  I love 

what I do and enjoying being here and relish the opportunity to continue to play good golf.  

So yeah, very happy.  Kevin Kisner's probably the other if not -- well, we're probably the 

equal happiest guys out here.  Both missing our families, but all around, yeah, life's great, it 

really is. 
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