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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
September 21, 2017 
 
GARY WOODLAND   ( -3) 
 
 
Q.  Gary Woodland, 3-under par today, a clean scorecard.  What was working for you?  
 
GARY WOODLAND:  My iron play.  I drove the ball pretty poorly today, I only hit four or five 
fairways so I was kind of scrambling all day grinding.  But luckily I missed the drives in good 
spots and I was able to at least get it on the green.  It was a solid day, I'll take this score and 
hopefully drive it better the rest of the week. 
 
Q.  What did you see about the course while you were out there in round one? 
 
GARY WOODLAND:  The golf course is perfect, it really is.  The greens are unbelievable.  
Maybe a little slower than we've seen here the last couple years here but near perfect.  
There's going to be some low scores if you drive the ball in the fairway. 
 
Q.  Russell Henley also playing with you, 3 under.  Did that help you guys out kind of 
feeding off of each other? 
 
GARY WOODLAND:  It did.  Russ got off to a little tough start and then played unbelievable 
the last 14 holes, 5 or 6 under from there.  It was pretty impressive to watch. 
 
Q.  Gary, a clean card there.  
 
GARY WOODLAND:  Yeah, it's obviously always nice bogey free.  I drove the ball as poorly 
as I've driven it really all year, only hit four fairways I think.  I was kind of scrambling all day 
but I did miss it in the right spots off the tee so I was at least able to advance it on the 
greens.  Outside of that, I wasn't scrambling too much.  I wasn't in too much trouble outside 
of that and I'll take 3 under.   
 
Q.  If you look at your record on this course, you've played well.  Is this a place you 
have to figure out how to play it though?  
 
GARY WOODLAND:  Now I think on the golf course I'm more comfortable with my game.  
The golf course is awesome, it really is.  The greens are perfect.  If you drive the golf ball in 
play I think you can make a lot of birdies out here.  Russell Henley showed that.  After the 
last 13, 14 holes I think he made six or seven birdies coming in.  So if you drive the golf ball 
in the fairway you can definitely attack from there, the greens are perfect.  This is my fifth 
time here so obviously been around here a couple times.  I should know it a little bit better. 
 
Q.  Second year of switching the nines.    
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GARY WOODLAND:  Yeah, I like finishing on the par 5 but you definitely feel like you've got 
some tests.  10 is No. 1 now, I still call it the wrong way.  No. 1's a very good starting hole, 
obviously then you go into a long par 3 and you feel like you've got a couple birdie chances.  
Finishing there on 8 and 9 on the front nine are obviously tough and then you feel like you 
can make a run on the front side, but it's definitely key to get off to a good start. 
 
Q.  How do you feel physically? 
 
GARY WOODLAND:  Obviously I'll enjoy two weeks off after this so I'm looking forward to 
that, knowing that I'm going to have some time off.  Body feels good.  It's obviously hot, 
you've got to get a lot of fluids in, but body pretty good. 
 
Q.  Two weeks is your offseason?   
 
GARY WOODLAND:  Two weeks and then I go to Malaysia so it's going to be hotter than 
this.   
 
Q.  What was most challenging about being out there?   
 
GARY WOODLAND:  Out here I think you've just got to drive the golf ball in play.  The 
rough is really tough.  It's tough to judge it, it's tough to advance it.  So driving the golf ball in 
the fairway, the greens are receptive and I don't think they're as fast as they've been maybe 
the last couple years here.  So you can definitely attack, but the key is you've got to drive the 
golf ball in the fairway.  If you don't, you'll be scrambling all day. 
  


