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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
September 21, 2017 
 
WEBB SIMPSON  ( -4) 
 
 
 
WEBB SIMPSON:  I mean, that's all done Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday before the 
tournament starts.  Once the tournament starts, you know, this morning all my concentration 
was on today's round.  Tomorrow will be on Friday.  But I know that it's crazy, the reset of 
the points and what has to happen and the guys at the top are playing good golf, so it's not 
really a thought.  I hadn't really thought about it in a couple days, but it feels nice to get off to 
a good start. 
 
Q.  You said you walked around with a ball, walked around here yesterday.  You 
haven't been here for a couple years.  What's it mean to be back?  Do people kind of 
underrate just getting here? 
 
WEBB SIMPSON:  Yeah, I told somebody yesterday that I'm definitely way more thankful to 
be here than I was the four years in a row I came here, and it's because of what you said.  
It's hard to get here.   
 
I feel like the competition on the PGA Tour's better every year.  Purses are bigger, there's 
FedExCup points, guys are hungrier than ever.  And next season starts my 10th season so 
I'm not that young anymore.  So yeah, it felt a lot more special this year after missing two in 
a row and knowing that I had a tough mountain to climb.  I just started playing well the last 
few months and so it feels great to be back. 
 
Q.  All the little things that come with this tournament, does that all maybe free you up 
a little bit, does it help knowing you can pick your schedule next year? 
 
WEBB SIMPSON:  Yeah, for sure.  I had the blessing of being in the majors for five years 
and this was my last year.  Charlotte PGA was my last one being exempt and that's when I 
realized as I looked at the schedule this coming year how difficult it is to plan your year out 
not knowing what you're in.  So that's one of the biggest perks I think, for sure.  You get to 
plan your schedule out knowing that you're in all the majors and you're in the WGC Mexico 
and that's the type of tournaments I want to be in. 
 
Q.  You play well at classic courses like Sedgefield and Greenbrier.  Does that have a 
lot of those common threads and what is it about those kinds of courses that you play 
well at? 
 
WEBB SIMPSON:  Yeah, I mean, I love tree-lined golf courses.  I grew up in the Pinehurst 
area.  I also love bermudagrass.  I typically play better in the south, but if I can see a hole 
shaped by trees, I tend to drive it better.  I don't necessarily like courses that are completely 
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open with no trees.  So yeah, it's a comfort thing, I think. 
 
Q.  What came around for you the last few months, what kind of sparked you? 
 
WEBB SIMPSON:  Two things, I think.  One, I've been putting a lot better, and second, I 
think I've been thinking a lot better.  Add those two things up, I haven't hit it great this year 
but I've hit it good enough, I guess, and the ball striking's coming.  I think the reason I 
haven't won is because I haven't been able to put together four days of good ball striking.  
But I have seen improvements the last couple months and hopefully I can get a tournament 
here soon where I do have four rounds in a row. 
 
Q.  Golf's a tortuous game as we know.  How are you able to fight through the 
frustrations, is it difficult?   
 
WEBB SIMPSON:  Yeah, I mean, it's very difficult, especially when guys are playing good 
every week.  And like any job, you put in the work, you want to see fruit from it.  When you 
go quite a few weeks, quite a few months without seeing fruit, it can be tough. 
 
But, you know, my dad taught me from day one that I'm going to hit stretches like I've hit, 
maybe not as long as I wanted, a couple years it seems like of poor golf, but you've just got 
to hang in there.  You guys see stories all the time of guys struggling for five, six missed cuts 
in a row and then they win.  I think if you get too down you'll miss those opportunities to 
capitalize when you play well. 
 
Q.  Did you get down at all? 
 
WEBB SIMPSON:  Oh, yeah, very down.  You know, once Paul came into the picture I 
made four teams in a row and won a major championship.  I won a total of four PGA Tour 
tournaments and all of a sudden two years goes by and nothing happens.  Missed both team 
events, the Presidents Cup in '15 and Ryder Cup.   
 
I never questioned what type of player I was, it was more just trying to figure out, trying to 
put the puzzle back together, how do I get back to being in these great tournaments like this 
tournament and in the majors and on those team events, and I haven't figured it out but I 
definitely am in a better direction than I was. 
  


