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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
September 20, 2017 
 
JON RAHM 
 
 
ALEX URBAN:  We would like to welcome Jon Rahm to the interview room here at the 
TOUR Championship.  Jon, you're fifth in the FedExCup, an important position.  Obviously 
winning this week will win you the FedExCup.  Talk about your play throughout this season.  
Obviously it's been a great one with your first victory at the Farmers Insurance Open and 
then your preparations to play starting tomorrow. 
 
JON RAHM:  My preparations?  Oh, playing last week there was not much to prepare, just 
get to know the golf course and rest as much as possible.   
 
But, I mean, to reflect on my year, what can I say that you guys don't know or that I haven't 
said already, right?  Getting the win at Farmers was obviously huge.  Got me to get into 
tournaments I really wanted to get in and honestly gave me a lot of stability to be able to 
decide and pick and choose what I played, and once I got it we were able to choose a 
schedule, kind of played it to my strengths and kept it to really high quality golf going up to, I 
think, Colonial was the last week I played good.   
 
And then Memorial through U.S. Open I kind of had a little bit of a rough patch.  I was 
expecting it, to be honest.  I thought at some point the batteries were going to run out.  Once 
that happened I headed over to Europe and it's like nothing happened.  I finished 10th in 
France, win in Ireland by six, something not expected.   
 
Then come back and keep playing the way I've been playing right now.  To so far finish the 
first three events in the FedExCup top-5 in all of them, tied for third, fourth and fifth, it's really 
pretty impressive.  It shows how consistent I've been all year, ten top-10s, some of them 
being top-5s.  Really consistency is probably the word I can put to describe the year.  
Hopefully have a good week to finish the year, too. 
 
Q.  Jon, along those same lines, do you remember what you were maybe doing this 
week a year ago and was the TOUR Championship on your radar at that point?  What 
were you thinking about? 
 
JON RAHM:  I was watching it on TV I remember, yeah.  I remember watching the whole 
final round and see how everything happened.  But I mean once I got my Tour membership, 
one of the goals for the whole year that I set up was making it to the TOUR Championship.  I 
knew there weren't many rookies up until this year that had made it.  To this year, I mean 
there were like nine, and there's what, two, three, four of us that have made it this year as 
rookies, so that's really impressive honestly. 
 
You know, whatever I've been able to accomplish on the way to add up to what I've done, 
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and just making it here obviously for anybody I think it's a good accomplishment.  It shows 
you've played really good golf all year long and you have the prize to play one more week.  
And if you play good, hopefully end with a pretty sweet trophy or two trophies if you're lucky 
enough. 
 
Q.  Consistency's kind of a boring word but I'm not so sure it's not your greatest 
achievement this year.  What do you think?  I mean two wins are good, we celebrate 
those.  
 
JON RAHM:  Oh, yeah. 
 
Q.  But it's rare to see someone's top-5s and even top-10s from early part of the year, 
middle part of the year and even now.  How proud are you of it and can you answer it 
better than I asked the question? 
 
JON RAHM:  I'll try, I'll try.  Well, if I start not only this year, starting when I turned pro in 
June, you can add I think two more top-5s to that list.  And if any of you actually count 
Europe as well, I have a top-10 and a win, so that's two more top-10s which would add to 14 
so far.   
 
I would say consistency.  How consistent I've been compared to the rest of the rookies or 
the first-year members, it's probably the most important feat out of all.   
 
To be honest, I never expected anything like this.  If I get a top-10 and Justin Thomas 
doesn't, I'll be tied for most amount of top-10s all year.  That was not on my mind.  That was 
not even close to being a goal all year.  I was consistent in college, I finished my last year 
never finishing outside the top-10 in 14 events, but it's nothing comparable to all the 
tournaments we play here.  To have almost as many top-10s as I did last year in college or 
two years ago, it really is impressive because the quality of play here is so much higher.  
Each shot counts so much more.  Sometimes the difference of being a top-10 or not top-10 
is one shot or two.  From first to seventh it might be a two-shot difference.   
 
It really is to me, it amazes me every day when I think about it.  Even before I had those 
three in a row, how many how many I had it was impressive already.  I mean not only to do it 
here but to go to Europe and just keep it going, it was not something I was expecting, to be 
honest.  It's probably the biggest feat I've had all year, the biggest accomplishment.  Not 
only to win but to stay consistent and play high quality golf after that, not only regular events 
but World Golf Championships.  It's probably the most impressive.  To my eyes it's probably 
the most impressive thing I've done all year. 
 
Q.  Jon, you had a chance to play in some big events this year, majors, WGCs.  How 
would you describe the atmosphere walking around the grounds here? 
 
JON RAHM:  Well, I think it's a little different mainly because it's a lot less players on the 
course so there's a lot less going on.  We have a little more time and space to do the things 
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but I feel like not only us but everybody outside the ropes is aware how important this week 
can be, especially for five of us knowing we control our own destiny, right?  If we win we end 
up winning it all so you can feel that different vibe.   
 
But it's really, pressure wise and atmosphere wise it's very similar to a major with that small 
difference because obviously we play for more than just one tournament.  Like I say, you 
play for basically two of them.  What you've done all year leading to this and now is the time 
to play good.  You can tell everybody senses that something's pressure.  It's important.  We 
all want it, it's just about who can handle it better. 
 
Q.  Jon, you talked about the difference between playing college golf and playing on 
the PGA Tour as being so much better out here.  What was it you did to improve your 
game to allow yourself to make that jump and to make that jump kind of 
exponentially.  You're very successful out here in your first year.  
 
JON RAHM:  You mean the change from amateur golf to pro?  
 
Q.  Yes.  In your game, what did you improve?  
 
JON RAHM:  Well, I stayed one more year in college not only because I wanted to graduate 
but I took that year as a transition year, getting mentally ready to when I turned pro.   
 
To be honest, I probably got a start a little different than from what others do because I 
turned professional right after the U.S. Open finishing 23rd.  I go to Congressional and in my 
very first event on Sunday coming down the stretch I'm competing for the golf tournament.  
So right out of the gates I was competing to win, which is a little different to maybe others 
when you go through Q-School or Web.com.  I didn't win but I ended up finishing third 
making most of the money I needed to get my Tour card, right?   
 
And then a couple weeks later I finished again second having a putt to tie the leader to go 
into a playoff in Canada and got my Tour card.  So it was different in that sense just because 
right out of the gates I was up there.   
 
But when it comes to this year, the part I would say I've improved the most is probably my 
wedge game.  My caddie Adam keeps telling me repetitively how much better it's gotten 
from the beginning of this year to now.  It really has been a lot better.  If it was this good in 
college I probably would have won a lot more.  I was not nearly as good as I am with the 
wedges right now and I still have a lot to learn.  If you compare me to Rickie Fowler, Jordan 
Spieth, Phil, even Dustin Johnson, how good he is with the wedges right now, I still have a 
lot to do, but it's good to see my progress so far in that part of my game. 
 
Q.  It's been a fascinating golf year and as the year draws to a close, you may or may 
not have already touched upon this, but what for you is your stand-out moment, the 
moment that means the most to you?  Paint a picture for us and tell us why.  
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JON RAHM:  Moment?  I'm assuming you mean on the golf course, right? 
 
Q.  You can go wherever you like but I'm thinking golf. 
 
JON RAHM:  It really is hard to decide one particular moment because there's a lot of them I 
could be really proud of and I could argue why I'm the proudest of all of those.   
 
Just by my reaction I have to say when that putt drops at Torrey Pines at literally the last roll, 
gravity just pushes the ball in the hole, it's probably the one.  Really I can't tell you what 
happened from when the ball goes in until 30 seconds after because I blacked out, I don't 
remember.  You can tell by my reaction I don't know what happened.  I can't explain what 
went through my mind, but to see my caddie, my girlfriend, my dad was there luckily to 
experience the first win with me and to accomplish a goal, something I had been thinking of 
for so long.   
 
Every time I was in college and I saw someone win, I wanted it so bad.  Anytime like 
when Jordan Spieth won when he was 19, a year older than me, I was in college.  I'm 
like man, if he's done it now, I want it.  And I'm not the most patient guy when it 
comes to things like that so I really got anxious and wanted it really, really bad.   
 
To win the way I did at Torrey Pines, a city that I really like a lot, San Diego, I spent a lot of 
time there.  And having the back nine that I did, when you combine all those things, it's really 
hard to top that.  Not even winning in Ireland by six, it can't compare.  I was going to say 
when I holed out that shot in Ireland, getting a two-shot lead after that, that could be 
comparable because it was a little different.  But when you add all the things of the 
magnitude of making that putt on 18 with two eagles on the back nine shooting 6-under 
75 -- 65, sorry, it really even now is hard to describe and that's got to be the top moment of 
my year. 
 
Q.  You describe your wedge game improved as a key to your game right now.  Can 
you add more ingredients that contributed to your success for this year? 
 
JON RAHM:  I think that was a key component on my game just based on how good I've 
been driving the ball all year, being able to hit it off the tee with the confidence I have and 
how often I had less than 140 yards in and how bad I was compared to the rest of the guys 
in the world, just improving that was going to make everything a lot easier.   
 
But if I had to add something else, I think my ball striking from over 150 yards has been 
better simply just because I've been able to think around the golf course a little better.  
Obviously hitting fairways down the fairway and far is going to help out a lot but I think my 
game with the 7-, 6- and 5-irons has been a lot better than what it's been in the past simply 
because I might not be as greedy as I was in the past.  I might not go for every pin.  
Sometimes the center of the pin is okay so that's probably something that's helped out, 
being able to hit more greens and just having more birdie putts instead of just having to save 
par. 
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Q.  I was going to ask you in this sort of short journey to No. 5 on the FedExCup and 
also you're the top European in the world rankings, what have you learned about 
yourself? 
 
JON RAHM:  About myself? 
 
Q.  Yeah, you said you get frustrated a bit. 
 
JON RAHM:  I mean, to my eyes it just seems normal so I just can't think of something 
special that I've learned about myself.  You know, the one I think I can say, if you believe in 
it and you work for it, it will happen.  I mean we're talking about goals that I've had in my 
mind since I was 13 years old and ever since then I've been working towards getting to that 
point.  I still have goals in mind I want to work towards so I've learned that sacrifices and 
effort pays off.  Even if it might not look like it on TV, if you enjoy it, it's going to be a lot 
sweeter.  It's hard to point -- it's hard to find more than a couple things about myself that I've 
learned. 
 
To be honest, I keep coming to the main thing.  The most important thing is that resting, 
taking some time off of the game is just as important as being the time you spend on the 
game.   
 
But then the one thing I would say is more important even if it doesn't look like it it might be 
diet.  I'm not the skinniest guy out here but being able to eat properly and knowing what you 
eat.  I got an intolerance blood test done to see what I could, could not eat.  That's why you 
see me on the golf course with this big box of peanuts, dried fruit, this and that.  And I have 
things that other people don't eat.  At one point I was eating hard boiled eggs just because 
it's just better for me.  I'm not looking to be a better figure, just to play better golf.   
 
So that's probably what I learned about myself.  You don't need to do what other people say, 
just stay true to who you are, stay true to what you do and you'll be just fine. 
 
Q.  I'm not sure how much meal money you would get to play tournaments at Arizona 
State and eat hard boiled eggs, but as someone who did that not so long ago, is it 
hard to come here this week and not think about $10 million? 
 
JON RAHM:  Yeah, it's hard, yeah, especially for a 22-year-old which just left college.  It 
wasn't that long ago when I was counting the days and how much I could spend a day to be 
able to eat the last day of the month. 
 
Yeah, I mean, it's hard not to think about it for any of us, but I think more than that we all 
play for the pride of being named FedExCup champions.  That's far more important than any 
economic prize, I think.  If not all of us, most of us are here not because of the money, just 
because we love the game and we love what we do and it's fun and it's great to be able to 
do what we do.  And no matter what the prize was is being able to name the best player of 
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that year, yeah, it's something important.  But you know, $10 million would come in handy, 
that's for sure. 
 
Q.  Two things, Jon.  Since you almost brought it up, what would be your most 
memorable moment off the golf course this year? 
 
JON RAHM:  I mean I was just wondering.  I don't know.  God, that's probably even harder 
to pick to be honest.  There's so many possible scenarios.  God, off the golf course? 
 
It's not something we think of that often to be honest because in the life we're living 
everything just involves what we do on the golf course so it's kind of hard.  I really don't have 
an answer to it.  I can't give you a specific answer but it wouldn't be fair to any other 
moment.  I can't give you just one. 
 
Q.  Secondly, a little bit towards your patience level, if you go back to Sunday at 
Congressional last year, how would you describe the disappointment or whatever 
feelings you had coming off the golf course that day with, say, a Wells Fargo, coming 
off the 18th that day? 
 
JON RAHM:  Oh, it's so different.  I mean that day at Congressional it was differently 
frustrating because on that round, if you remember anything, I hit so many good putts that 
lipped out.  The most memorable one, probably the one at 15, it was just so soft and it just 
goes right around the edge and just doesn't go in.  You know, I was frustrated but it was my 
first tournament and that probably actually made it worse just because it was my first 
tournament, I wanted to win so bad and get everything out of the way already. 
 
When it comes to Wells Fargo, it's different because I saw Brian Harman make that birdie on 
18 and I had to eagle 18.  At Congressional I didn't really know constantly what was going 
on because the final group was quite a few holes behind us and when I got to 17 they got to 
15.  I heard Billy Hurley chip in and then he made the next birdie so when I was on 18 I was 
already three shots back so it was very different. 
 
But coming off the green I was probably equally as mad.  I don't like to lose, especially when 
I'm so close.  I was leading the tournament on Sunday at Wilmington.  At some point I had 
the lead and I made a bogey on 16 and I fell one shot back.  Then Brian finished 
birdie-birdie to get a two-shot lead and me having to make birdie on 18.  I was probably -- I 
was probably equally as mad and frustrated because I didn't get the win, but at Wilmington it 
probably took me a lot less time to recover from it just because I had learned so much about 
the game of golf.  I had finished up there a couple times already, had already won, which is 
a big difference.   
 
And to be honest, Brian deserved it.  He went and got it and I just couldn't get it done.  It's 
just a different feeling, each one of them.  How much the maturity I've gotten since then, 
since Congressional.  I feel like I've grown up so much as a person and as a golfer that you 
can't compare, right?  I'm going to be equally as mad.  Is it still going to sting because we 
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haven't won the golf tournament, but how long it takes me to actually get over it is probably a 
lot shorter now than it was then. 
 
Q.  Jon, the TOUR Championship winner receives a new trophy this year, it's the 
replica of the Calamity Jane putter.  What would winning that new trophy mean to you 
considering the significance in history Bobby Jones here at East Lake? 
 
JON RAHM:  Wasn't it Bobby Jones on the old trophy as well? 
 
Q.  Yeah, it was crystal.  
 
JON RAHM:  I mean, anytime you get a trophy it's a special moment, to be honest.  And 
when you get a trophy related to one of the greatest golfers of all time, someone who's done 
things that nobody has done like getting the Grand Slam, it's always going to be really 
satisfying and really humbling.   
 
You know, Bobby was a great golfer.  He did a lot for the game of golf and just to be related 
to that name in any possible way is something to be proud of.  To get a replica of his putter 
as a trophy I think is really, really cool, to be honest.  It's an A plus for a tournament to give 
that as a trophy because it's really, really special.  Especially for us golfers and for me, I'm a 
history golf fanatic, I love it in any kind of way.  It really is special to where he grew up to not 
only win where he won but to get the trophy, it's really cool.  It could be comparable to me to 
when I won the Ben Hogan.  Ben Hogan was a great golfer, did a lot for the game of golf, 
and to actually have a trophy with a little statue of himself and be somewhat related to his 
legacy I think is something any golfer should be proud of. 
 
Q.  I apologize, I didn't look this up.  Do you qualify then after this week to go on to 
the Race to Dubai and will you go back to Europe and play in some of those events? 
 
JON RAHM:  Yeah, so -- yeah, I think I believe I'm third in the Race to Dubai right now so I 
will go back to Europe to play a couple events.  We have the Spanish Open, a couple Rolex 
Series events so I'll play in Italy and Spain.  Hopefully I can play good in Europe and as well 
get to Race to Dubai with a chance to win.  That's something else I didn't mention earlier.  
Rookie of the Year in both tours, not that it's going to happen but it could happen that I win 
both. 
 
Q.  So you're looking to do a Henrik Stenson? 
 
JON RAHM:  Obviously I think we all are but it's a really hard feat.  It's something really hard 
to accomplish.  I mean, one of them would be something outstanding, something beyond 
belief, but in Europe it would be a little more special just because the last person to win the 
Race to Dubai was Seve Ballesteros.  Not Sergio, not Olazabal have been able to do it.   
 
So if I ever get to do it, it will be a really special moment.  But if I get to do it in my rookie 
year, yeah, that'll be -- I mean, I can't explain it.  I can't explain what winning any of this will 
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feel because it's something so different than what we play for usually.  And as a rookie, just I 
can't -- to be honest, I still can't fathom winning any of those things because it's so, so 
special. 
 
ALEX URBAN:  Jon, we would like to thank you for your time and best of luck this week. 
 
JON RAHM:  Thank you, guys.   
  


