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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW:   COLIN MONTGOMERIE  ( -14)    
September 10, 2017 
 

 

CHRIS RICHARDS:  Congratulations to the winner of the first Japan Airlines Championship, 

Colin Montgomery.  Colin, what does it mean to you to come to Japan, play in front of such a 

great crowd and win the first tournament here in Japan?  

 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Well, I feel very honored to come here as part of the PGA TOUR 

Champions and to win the inaugural Japan Airlines Championship.  This is the first time that 

the PGA Tour have played in the mainland of Japan and it's a big deal, a very big deal.  And 

let's hope that the success of this event, and I mean the success of this event goes forward 

and not only allows the PGA TOUR Champions to come back and compete but also allows 

the PGA Tour to come and play here.  It will be fantastic if that time ever comes and let's 

hope it does. 

 

CHRIS RICHARDS:  Colin, you started the day three shots behind the leader.  At what point 

today did you feel like you had a real shot at winning?  

 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Very good.  I started off very slowly today.  I bogeyed the second 

hole, I three-putted the second and I was still 1 over par through the seventh hole so I had to 

get going.  From the eighth hole onwards I was 6 under par so on a roll.  I think when I holed 

the putt on the 14th hole for my third birdie in a row, I birdied 12, 13 and 14, I felt that I had a 

chance then.  I looked at the scoreboard, I'm a big scoreboard watcher, and I looked at the 

scoreboard and knew I was leading, I just had to make sure I birdied 17 and par in, of which 

I did. 

 

CHRIS RICHARDS:  Colin, with your win today you moved to eighth in the Schwab Cup 

standings.  Do you feel like with the season coming to an end, do you feel like you're putting 

yourself in a good position with the playoffs coming up. 

 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Yes, indeed.  I had an injury at the start of the year.  I tore two 

ligaments in my left foot and I had to miss four events and I'm just beginning to feel that with 

the good help of doctors and physio that I'm just beginning to play the way that I have the 

last three years in finishing runner-up to my good friend Bernhard Langer. 

 

But with the playoffs coming, I feel my game is coming into good shape and I look forward to 

competing against the best players on the PGA TOUR Champions.  And we have some 

great players, great players.  For those Japanese who witnessed our golf, I said at the start 

of the week that we will show our skills to the Japanese people and I'm sure that that was 

the case. 

 

The standard of play on the PGA TOUR Champions is exceptional.  Everybody says that 

and I'm no different.  Yeah, we look forward to Playoffs coming up, the Schwab Cup Playoffs 

but I'm not thinking about that right now, I'm just trying to let the Japan Airlines 
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Championship sink in.  It's a big, big honor for me to win the inaugural Japan Airlines 

Championship.  

 

Q.  Colin, you've always been known for being such a straight driver.  There were 

narrow fairways out there, was this a good fit for you? 

 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Yes, indeed.  When I first played the course in the pro-am, I 

noticed that there was some very tight fairways and tight layups as well on the par 5s.  The 

third hole especially, not just the drive but the second shot as well.  The 10th hole, very 

narrow.  Eleventh hole with the rough in the middle of the fairways, you've got half a fairway 

to hit into.  So very narrow and I did think that from the fairway you had a chance.  The 

rough, although limited, the ball flew out of the rough and it was difficult to control the 

distance.  So yes, I think you're right in that those who hit the fairway had the best chance 

out here.  It was very narrow.   

 

But the course condition, the course condition was superb.  There was hardly a divot on the 

fairways when we got here.  The greens were as good as any, and I mean this, as good as 

any as we have ever putted on, ever.  I mean, and we've putted on some great, great 

surfaces.  In the 30 years as a pro, these are as good as any we have putted on as a putting 

surface.  Superb putting surfaces.  And the way the course was manicured was exceptional, 

so all credit to everybody that was involved in putting that course together.  

 

INTERPRETER:  You played at the Masters, I think you have seen him before? 

 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Yes, I have, I've seen this gentleman before.  

 

INTERPRETER:  He would like you to come to Japan to play in a Senior Tour event in 

Japan.  

 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Well, thank you, I would love to very much.  I would love to come 

back and defend obviously and I look forward to trying to do that, God willing, next year.   

 

I have been to Japan many times with my sponsors, Aberdeen Asset Management.  I've 

been to the Caledonian Club just around the corner here many times and played golf in 

Japan with an old sponsor of mine as well, a car manufacturer.  So I've been in Japan many, 

many times and have always enjoyed the culture, the people and the whole lifestyle.   

 

And I speak on behalf of all the players in saying that they have thoroughly enjoyed their 

week.  We have been treated royally by the Japanese people and there will be great 

memories taken back to America, back to foreign lands like Scotland.  Great memories of 

our trip here to Tokyo and we all look forward to coming back as soon as possible. 

 

Q.  Colin, you said earlier you're a big scoreboard watcher.  Two things:  When Scott 

double bogeyed the first hole, did you take notice of that?  Secondly, do you have a 

number of mind at the beginning of the day? 
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COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  As I said earlier to the Golf Channel, I thought I needed 66.  

Started three behind, I needed minimum 66 I thought.  And then when the leader double 

bogeys the first hole it brings everybody back or it brings everybody that was behind an 

opportunity.  So that 66 suddenly became 67, 68, you know? 

 

So yes, it gave everybody a lift because Scott's been playing superb golf and for him to 

double bogey the first hole, yes, of course we knew.  It was a shock to everybody.  And then 

you think, okay, well, yeah, there's opportunities here.  I don't have to go out and score 64, 

63.  So from that 66, my 67, 68 was a possibility.   

 

But I got off to a poor start as well.  I was 1 over after seven holes, which wasn't great after 

two par 5s as well and no birdies, so I was sort of treading water myself.  Yeah, it wasn't 

easy.  The wind was swirling in the trees, the pins were located in some very difficult 

positions, very difficult, right on the edges of the greens on slopes.  So it was most difficult 

out there, so 67, I was proud of 67, especially the 31 on the back nine, yeah. 
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