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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:    KEVIN SUTHERLAND  ( - 7)    
September 8, 2017 
 

 

Q.  One bogey and eight birdies? 

 

KEVIN SUTHERLAND:  Yes. 

 

Q.  How do you feel about that on this first day of the tournament? 

 

KEVIN SUTHERLAND:  I played really well today.  Early in the round I hit the ball really, 

really well.  I drove the ball very well.  On the back side I made a bunch of long putts and 

unfortunately I three-putted the last hole.  But I left myself a lot of long putts and that's going 

to happen eventually.  If I drive the ball a little bit better tomorrow, I'm going to like my 

chances. 

 

Q.  How was the Japanese audience? 

 

KEVIN SUTHERLAND:  Fantastic, it was awesome.  I had a great time today.  They were 

incredibly supportive and I'm glad they were able to come out and watch us play.  It's been a 

treat to be here. 

 

Q.  Do you have anything to adjust going to the second round? 

 

KEVIN SUTHERLAND:  Yeah, I need to drive the ball a little better.  I didn't drive the ball in 

the fairway enough.  The back side I didn't hit very many fairways the last nine holes so I 

need to do a better job of that. 

 

Q.  Good luck. 

 

KEVIN SUTHERLAND:  Thank you. 

 

Q.  (No microphone.)  Is that because of the softer conditions? 

 

KEVIN SUTHERLAND:  Well, I think it's softer conditions and the course is in great shape.  

The greens are fabulous and there was no complaints about how good the greens are, just 

the condition of the course.  It's in fabulous shape.  I mean, it's in great shape.  It's not even 

just good shape, it's in great shape.  So as a result of that, it lends itself to some good 

scoring.  The greens are soft.  I like the course, the course is great. 

 

Q.  (No microphone.)    

 

KEVIN SUTHERLAND:  Yeah, you know, I hit my irons really well today and I made some 

long putts today.  On the par 4s today, especially on the last nine holes, I was really just 

trying to make par.  I was really struggling to get the ball in the fairway.  As a result, it's 
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tough out of the rough.  You can get it near the green but you really can't control the ball, so 

you need to be in the fairway to play good golf out here. 

 

Q.  What was the issue with the driver? 

 

KEVIN SUTHERLAND:  I just wasn't hitting it very well.  There's no issue, it's not the driver's 

fault.  There's no issue with the driver, it's just I wasn't making good swings. 

 

Q.  Tell me a little bit about your Japanese experience?  First off, have you played 

here before? 

 

KEVIN SUTHERLAND:  First time. 

 

Q.  Tell me a little bit about what the experience has been like the past few days.  

 

KEVIN SUTHERLAND:  It's been fabulous.  I've never been to Tokyo before, it's an 

amazing city.  I've had just a great time.  The people can't be nicer.  It makes you want to 

come back. 

 

Q.  Was it an easy call for you to make the decision to come from Canada to here, 

such a long trip? 

 

KEVIN SUTHERLAND:  Yeah, I actually was looking forward to it.  I've never been here 

before and I actually very much was looking forward to coming and I'm glad I did, yeah. 
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