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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW:     ERICA SHEPHERD  ( -5) 
September 8, 2017 
 

 

Q.  I'm here with Erica Shepherd, who wasn't sure yesterday if there was a cut.  There 

is a cut and looks like you're going to make it.  What has the experience been like for 

you?  

 

ERICA SHEPHERD:  It's been great, just pro-am, practice round and turn around getting to 

play with such good players.  They do it for a living, just getting to learn from them and see 

how my game compares to them, and then being able to play well, it's been great. 

 

Q.  Your coach, who's the men's and women's golf coach at University of 

Indianapolis, having him out here on the bag, how much has that helped you?   

 

ERICA SHEPHERD:  Yeah, he's been my coach since I was like six, so I trust him through 

the roof.  So just having him out here making me comfortable, it's great. 

 

Q.  Your parents said they had to split time this morning, it was your brother's first 

tournament at Indiana, right? 

 

ERICA SHEPHERD:  Yeah.  I don't know how he did, but if I wasn't here I would be there, 

and then Sunday for sure I'm going to watch him. 

 

Q.  It's been a good week so far.  You have a goal for tomorrow in the final round?  

What are you planning on? 

 

ERICA SHEPHERD:  If I can just stay relaxed.  I think that's why I played well today 

because I was just relaxed.  If I can do that and just keep on staying steady, then I'll be fine. 

 

Q.  (No microphone.)  

 

ERICA SHEPHERD:  Not really.  Just with wedges with shorter distances I gave myself 

better chances.    

 

Q.  You said you could relax.  Did you think being out here yesterday helped you relax 

today?   

 

ERICA SHEPHERD:  I think it's honestly just staying at home that makes me so relaxed.  

Like being able to go out and see my friends after a tournament round and just not even feel 

like a big tournament, that's made all the difference. 

 

Q.  Now when I left the room you were tied for 28, so do you have -- knowing that, do 

you have any goal to shoot for tomorrow?  
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ERICA SHEPHERD:  I mean obviously I want to go finish as best as I can, but yeah, it's 

pretty good, I'm happy with that. 

 

Q.  How well do you know this course?   

 

ERICA SHEPHERD:  I probably played here about 12 times, I mean so, it's not like my 

home course or anything like that.  It's an Indiana course, though. 

 

Q.  And you went back and practiced yesterday after the round at your place? 

 

ERICA SHEPHERD:  Yeah, that was great just being able to -- I got to say hey to 

everybody. 

 

Q.  (No microphone.)  What have you seen?   

 

ERICA SHEPHERD:  Yeah, actually like last year when I played in the Open it was really 

distance was hurting, I wasn't hitting it far enough.  That kind of like fired me up to gain 

distance this year, so now I'm just as far or even longer than them.  So I think just other than 

that, their short games are probably on average better than mine so if I can just get that a 

little better, that would be good. 

 

Q.  You haven't seen much of school this week, have you? 

 

ERICA SHEPHERD:  I went Tuesday morning and told my teacher, so yeah, I don't really 

want to think about that. 

 

Q.  They'll put you behind, right? 

 

ERICA SHEPHERD:  For sure. 

 

Q.  You can't pass up an experience like this?  

 

ERICA SHEPHERD:  No. 
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