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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW:   SCOTT McCARRON  ( -6)   
September 8, 2017 
 

 

Q.  How does it feel to see your name on top of the leaderboard? 

 

SCOTT McCARRON:  Well, it felt good.  I had a nice round today, I shot 6 under.  I missed 

some putts I should have made and I made some putts I shouldn't have made, so today was 

kind of a Jerry Seinfeld day, even-steven, just one of those things.  I missed a couple of 

short ones and some easy birdie putts and all of a sudden I make putts that break eight feet.  

But I'm happy, I played really solid today, hit the ball well and looking forward to tomorrow.   

 

John Daly played really well today, it's good to see him play well, and Tom Lehman's such a 

fine gentleman that I really enjoy playing with him so we had a good group. 

 

Q.  How were the Japanese fans? 

 

SCOTT McCARRON:  It was great.  There were a lot of fans out there rooting for John.  

They were wearing some Loudmouth clothes so we could spot them pretty easily out there.  

They were pretty vocal for John but they were cheering for both Tom and I, too, so it was 

great to have all the Japanese fans out there. 

 

Q.  Will you (inaudible) bogeys and birdies? 

 

SCOTT McCARRON:  Yeah.  

 

Q.  Big adjustment going to tomorrow? 

 

SCOTT McCARRON:  Well, not tomorrow.  Tomorrow have go out there and keep doing the 

same things, hit the fairways, hit it on the green and make some putts.  These greens are 

absolutely perfect, so when you hit a good putt and it starts rolling towards the hole, seems 

like you know that you either made it or missed within about three feet from the hole. 

 

Q.  How did it go out there? 

 

SCOTT McCARRON:  So far, one day, this has been a lot of fun.  I've never been over to 

Japan before.  I had a few opportunities when I was on the PGA Tour to come over and play 

like the Dunlop Phoenix and those tournaments, but it's like I traveled so much, I just didn't 

do it, but I wish I would have now.  This is awesome over here.  Tokyo the city is 

phenomenal, it's so clean.  We walked around last night and kind of walked around the 

shops and went and had dinner.  It's one of the cleanest, safest cities I've ever been in, 

loved it.  People are so friendly and nice, I'm really impressed.  It's not what I thought it 

would be. 

 

Q.  So in your previous visits you had not -- 
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SCOTT McCARRON:  I had never been here.  No, I've never been to Japan.  It's my first 

time, first time.  I said I had opportunities to come over here but I never took them, yeah.  

This is awesome.  It's pretty cool. 

 

Q.  What was your impression of the crowd out there? 

 

SCOTT McCARRON:  It was great.  All the guys were out there with Loudmouth and rooting 

for John, but they were rooting for Tom and I, too, and they were very appreciative of good 

shots.  Very knowledgeable of golf.  Even when I played like the pro-am, all these guys can 

play.  They all play golf.  I did an outing for Microsemi the night before and we had an indoor 

hitting bay hitting into a screen and there were 20 Japanese guys and all of them could 

swing.  These guys take their golf serious, so it's been a lot of fun. 

 

Q.  You said you passed over previous opportunities.  Why did you decide to come 

this far? 

 

SCOTT McCARRON:  This time?  Well, I'm on the PGA TOUR Champions and I love it and 

I'm supporting it every event.  I'll play all 26 events.  The reason I came over here now, 

because this is part of my tour, the PGA TOUR Champions.  Before it wasn't part of my tour, 

it was just an opportunity to go play another event when I've already played 30, 32 weeks a 

year.  It was too much at that point for me.  But this is awesome, I'm loving it. 

 

Q.  What do you think of the golf course? 

 

SCOTT McCARRON:  The golf course is good.  Like everybody's been saying, it's the best 

shape golf course we've seen probably all year long.  It's just phenomenal.  It's got some 

really good holes and it's got a couple quirky holes.  There's a few holes out there where the 

fairways are pretty narrow, some narrow fairways and some split fairways, but it makes you 

think.  And there's about three holes where I'm like, well, I'm probably not going to be able to 

drive it in the fairway here but I'm going to drive it up there as close as I can and try to hack 

it out of the rough and get it close because even if I lay back, it's tough hitting the fairway, 

but it's just in phenomenal shape. 

 

Q.  Tom mentioned that it was playing a little long, it's been wet here.  Does your 

distance help you here? 

 

SCOTT McCARRON:  Oh, absolutely, yeah.  I can get to all the par 5s, and that one par 4 

on the back nine, whatever hole that is, 13, whatever, 290 or something like that, I got it 

somewhere near the front, only had about 50 yards to the hole there.  So length is definitely 

an advantage.  And the ball's not rolling once it hits the fairway, the ball's kind of stopping, 

so if you can carry the ball a long ways, you have a huge advantage here. 

 

Q.  What do you see as the broader significance of this event, first sanctioned event 

in Japan?  

https://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour


3 

                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

 

SCOTT McCARRON:  The huge significance is the first sanctioned event in Japan for the 

PGA Tour or the PGA TOUR Champions so we're the first ones really to come over here 

and play.  I think it's fantastic.  Hopefully it will open the door to many more events to come 

over here because I think everyone would really love it. 
  

https://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour

