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Q.  Well, tell us about your impression of the golf course.  

 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Well, very good.  The golf course is excellent.  I think it's in 

fantastic condition, all credit to the greens staff here at Narita golf club, they've done a 

fantastic job.  Possibly the best greens we've putted on all year and we've putted on some 

good ones, so that's good.  So everything's set fair for a great tournament. 

 

Q.  Did you feel any difference than the United States? 

 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  I think we're all just getting over crossing the international date 

line is always a bit, you know, you get messed up, you know.  But apart from that 

everything's good, there's no difference.  Calgary, we played in Calgary last weekend in 

Canada and it was altitude, it was at three and a half thousand feet.  This is at sea level, so 

the ball doesn't go quite as far so it is more difficult to club.  You see I was short there so I 

need one more club.   

 

But I look forward to playing with Tom Watson tomorrow, legend Tom Watson, and also look 

forward to playing with Jay Haas, a good friend on the tour.  We're first off tomorrow at 9:40, 

we're first off.  Very, very strange, so we look forward to leading off the field with three good 

scores. 

 

Q.  This is the first time the PGA TOUR Champions is going to be held in Japan.  What 

is the meaning? 

 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  I think it's a very important meaning for the PGA Tour, of which 

I'm a very honored member as a British player to come over and join the PGA Tour.  But to 

think it's the first time the PGA Tour or the PGA TOUR Champions has come to Japan, it's a 

very big deal.  We've played in Korea, played in Malaysia, but never in Japan.  So it's the 

first time and hopefully, hopefully the first time of many.  We are the pioneers of this and let's 

hope the PGA Tour comes here as well in the years to come. 

 

Q.  You have many Japanese golf fans of yours.  Can you give your -- 

 

COLIN MONTGOMERIE:  Well, I would just like to say -- I'm Colin Montgomerie, I would like 

to say I hope you enjoy the tournament here, the Japan Airlines Championship.  We thank 

Japan Airlines, we thank all the Japanese people for their hospitality, it's been royal from the 

time we left Canada to here and we look forward to playing and showing you our skills and 

enjoy the tournament. 
  

https://tee-scripts.com/transcripts/pga-champions-tour

