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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:    PAULA CREAMER  
September 6, 2017 
 

 

CHRISTINA LANCE:  We're here with Paula Creamer.  Very happy to have you here with 

us.  I know you were here about a year ago for the year-out festivities.  A year later we're 

here, it's got to be a good feeling to finally be here for the competition. 

 

PAULA CREAMER:  Yeah, the golf course is in great shape.  We've had a pretty decent 

amount of people come out for the practice and hopefully at the tournament there'll be more 

to come.  But it's a cool feeling.  It's really neat pulling in and then seeing the track and it's 

just, it's neat when you can kind of have -- even though their sport's not going on at the 

same time of being around it, it's definitely a different atmosphere.  But it is a great golf 

course.  The greens are very fast right now.  There's a lot of things that are going to be up in 

the air with just the wind, how firm the greens are.  You're going to have to be very careful 

where you place the ball on the green, so you have to think, which is good. 

 

CHRISTINA LANCE:  How do you go into an event like this where you know the wind is 

going to be up and you know it's going to be just as much a mental game as a physical 

game?  

 

PAULA CREAMER:  Well, you know pars aren't going to kill you on some of those harder 

holes.  Definitely just not get into trouble as much, take advantage on the shorter holes when 

you do have a wedge in your hand and kind of pick and choose where you're going to be 

aggressive and not be aggressive. 

 

CHRISTINA LANCE:  Any particular holes that have stood out to you that you particularly 

like so far?  

 

PAULA CREAMER:  You know, I think that the front nine there's the tee shots are a little 

bit -- they're pretty blind.  You know where you're going but you can't see any of the 

fairways, so I think that's a little bit more difficult.  Once you get up there, though, there's a 

ton of fairway, but from the tee box it does not look that way.  So I feel like the front nine you 

need to be a little bit -- trust your lines a little bit more.   

 

There's a couple reachable par 5s that if you hit a good drive with this wind, I mean it could 

all change with Mother Nature.  But 15's fun, 18 will be a great finishing hole.  If they move 

the tee up, that will be really cool.  They all pretty much have their own little characteristics.  I 

think the par 3s overall are pretty difficult so just a good iron shot is most important. 

 

CHRISTINA LANCE:  Great information.  I think Steve right here has a question. 

 

Q.  Paula, we're entering a stretch now where you have this event and then you have a 

major and then you have another new event in New Zealand.  Are you happy with the 

way the schedule is, you have two new events in the stretch of a month, and are we 
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where we need to be schedule-wise?  

 

PAULA CREAMER:  I'm playing the next, well, five weeks, so this one Evian, I'm playing 

New Zealand, I'm playing China so that's actually three new events for me.  I don't mind it.  I 

believe that the more events we have, that's a great thing.  I was hurt earlier in the year so I 

didn't get to play as many as I wanted, so for me I'm going to try to play as much as I can.   

 

You know, when you go into a new tournament it's the same for everybody, too, so that kind 

of makes the playing field even.  But this golf course is I think a great addition to our tour.  I 

think the next couple years it's just going to grow and grow with the fans.  But it does take 

more work for the caddies, you know, really than us because we can go out and play a golf 

course but it's more of the course knowledge.   

 

I think that the tour's in such a good place and we are getting more events.  It's still important 

to have the tournaments in the States, and when we are here, we have to support those. 

 

Q.  It's interesting that you say that about the tour being in a good place and the more 

events because Mike's logic was always add as many events as possible and then the 

purses will start to go up as people compete for various players.  The surprise that I 

have gotten and the comments that I have gotten from last week when Stacy donated 

her entire check was an LPGA winner's check was only $190,000? 

 

PAULA CREAMER:  Yeah. 

 

Q.  Where do you think we are with that and how do you think we get that better? 

 

PAULA CREAMER:  Well, obviously mainstream is huge for us.  We need to be able to 

showcase more, get more people aware.  As players we want to play here in the States, too.  

I think that that is so important for us to have events and have companies be involved in 

that.  Women's golf is just so popular over in Asia and we have to kind of compete against 

that.  Unfortunately, when you look at our purse size and you look at the men's and you look 

at tennis and all of this, we don't even come close to that and that's the commissioner's job 

really.  We definitely as products and as players, I mean I do as much as I can for the tour 

and I think that we all work very hard for that.  It's just we've got to work a little bit more to 

help increase those purses because it is 2017, you know.  We should be having bigger 

venues and things like that.   

 

But with KPMG, I think they've done an amazing job of putting us at good places.  You 

know, the Ricoh Women's Women's Open we're at some golf courses that I don't think 10 

years ago anybody dreamt we would be on.  So it is changing, it's just a very slow process 

for us. 

 

Q.  We're on Facebook Live as well so Tina has some questions from our fans out 

there.  Joe asks, now that you've had a couple weeks from the Solheim Cup to reflect, 

what are your thoughts? 
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PAULA CREAMER:  Oh, man, it was such an amazing event being an alternate and going 

in there and playing the way that I did and having Austin as my partner.  Normally my 

partners are all veterans.  Morgan and I always play together, Kerr, Lexi.  I forgot what it was 

like to have a rookie and we played all of our matches together and it was awesome.   

 

I look back on it and I still -- there's this one chip-in that she did on Saturday afternoon and 

she chipped it in.  I threw my glove on the ground and I don't think I've ever thrown anything 

besides, you know, an angry thing, maybe a club at my bag, that kind of stuff but gently toss.  

I slammed this glove into the ground and I was just -- those emotions, I look back on it and it 

was just being in that team room, being in that locker room, being with those girls, there's 

just nothing like it.   

 

I look back on how do I bring that Paula to every week because it's just a different Paula.  

I'm trying to figure it out, I'm trying to figure it out.  I think I know what it is but I'm not going to 

quite say it yet until I believe it and see it out there.  But it is, it's fun to look back and watch 

some of the matches and just the golf was so good and that's what was great about it.  It 

was just birdies and eagles made everywhere, which showcased us I think very well.  

 

CHRISTINA LANCE:  I'll ask you one last question then.  I know about a year ago you said 

you got to go out there on the track for some hot laps.  Just overall, what was that 

experience like?  And you mentioned it a little bit but just being here, the tie-in that comes 

along with being here at this track?  

 

PAULA CREAMER:  Well, I'm an adrenaline junkie.  You know, I've flown with the 

Thunderbirds, I've flown with the Blue Angels, I've sky dived, so I'm definitely -- I'm not afraid 

of those kinds of things and going around the track was fun.  I didn't get to drive, though, and 

that's the one thing, I want to drive, I want to go fast legally, it's okay.   

 

But like I said, when you pull in and you see just the stadium, the grandstands.  Oh, my 

gosh, I can't imagine all those people out there, that would be such a thrill.  I definitely am 

going to put this on my bucket list to come to the Indy, that would be amazing.  But it is cool 

to look over, and when you bring other sports fans that want to come out and maybe just 

even see the track and they'll come out and watch golf, you never know, some kids might 

pick up the game because of that.  So when you can tie two sports together, that's nice. 

 

CHRISTINA LANCE:  One last thing before we close.  We're at the Indy Women in Tech 

Championship, it's a great event that's really supporting the growth of women both in 

technology fields and in golf.  I would think it's got to be really fulfilling for you as a woman to 

be out here at events like this and to see that going on at our events. 

 

PAULA CREAMER:  Definitely.  I believe that we all have our place in where we're at and 

what we're doing, and as women, just to keep growing stronger and stronger.  If you can 

bring golf into business, especially as a woman, that's the greatest thing that you can do.  

And I believe that this is an amazing city to actually have this event in because there is so 
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much industrialism, there's everything going on there.  So to bring the women involved in 

what we do, it's pretty cool what they're doing and hopefully there's some big changes and 

things that happen for them as well. 

 

CHRISTINA LANCE:  Well, we'll say thank you very much for joining us and have a great 

week out here. 

 

PAULA CREAMER:  Thank you. 
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