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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW:    GERINA PILLER   
September 5, 2017 
 

 

AL LUNSFORD:  Welcome into the media center at Brickyard Crossing Golf Club, Gerina 

Piller, No. 26 in the world.   

 

Gerina, how are you feeling this week so far?  Did you just get here or have you been out to 

the course at all?  What are your impressions? 

 

GERINA PILLER:  Well, I just got here yesterday.  Long travel day from Portland, west 

coast, so go play nine today and just kind of take it easy.  I think at this point in the season 

it's important for a little rest and maybe a little more rest than preparation.  But feeling good, 

my game feels good, played well last week so hopefully that will continue into this week. 

 

AL LUNSFORD:  You did play well last week, your fifth top-10 of the season.  What clicked 

for you last week in particular and what will you transfer over to this week?  

 

GERINA PILLER:  Probably just everything.  I felt like Columbia Edgewater is really 

demanding off the tee and has small, firm greens so it's definitely a ball-striker's golf course, 

and obviously out here on our tour you always have to roll your rock.  Kind of everything 

clicked.  I shot even in the second round and my caddie really helped me the weekend, just 

kind of gave me a talk about just going out there and playing and playing to play well and not 

playing to not play bad.  Just carrying that confidence into this week and hopefully it will 

carry over. 

 

AL LUNSFORD:  Obviously a cool moment at the end there with you and Stacy's husband 

watching her get that victory.  What was that moment like for you in particular?  

 

GERINA PILLER:  Well, I'm an emotional person, so of course I cried.  It wasn't my win or 

my husband.  I don't know, I just know that there's more to life than golf and to have 

something like that happen in your hometown and to do what she did, to play for her city and 

to win it and then for her husband to surprise her and fly in and support her, that was pretty 

special.  And for me to be there for her, I know it's not easy.  I don't know how she's doing it.  

She hasn't stopped since Solheim, she hasn't taken a week off.  I just think it's important to 

kind of keep that balance of life, and there are bigger things than golf out there and that 

goes to show with Stacy winning and her emotions after her win. 

 

AL LUNSFORD:  For sure.  You mentioned Solheim, that's obviously a big highlight of your 

year.  How would you assess your 2017 so far and what are you looking to accomplish the 

rest of the year?  

 

GERINA PILLER:  I feel like 2017's been a great year.  I haven't really had obviously a win 

but it still doesn't mean I haven't had a successful year.  I feel like I've played great, I had 

several chances to win.  Just really kind of just doing what I'm doing.  There's only one thing 
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you can control and it's yourself and that's hitting good shots.  I've always told myself if you 

can focus on the process, the results will take care of themselves. 

 

AL LUNSFORD:  Coming back to here and you were here a year ago in promotion of this 

event, to see a company like Guggenheim and the message that the Indy Women in Tech 

brings to this event, what do you think that says that they would support an LPGA event like 

this?  

 

GERINA PILLER:  Well, I think it's huge just for our tour, just women's golf in general to 

have that exposure and to get these great companies behind us.  We have really a really 

good product and just give us a chance.  I'm very thankful for people like Guggenheim that 

are giving us a chance to showcase our talent out here, our personalities, just kind of how 

we do things.  I think it's a great partnership encouraging women whether you're two years 

old or 80 years old, I think it's huge in this day and age.  It may not be a junior golfer but 

maybe it will be a little girl that's getting, I don't know, into technology.   

 

I know when I came here a year ago I gave a talk to a middle school and I got to be in a 

classroom with a bunch of students that were doing all these science projects.  It was just 

really cool to be there and that connection to our tournament. 

 

AL LUNSFORD:  Well, we are on Facebook Live.  Is there anyone out there that has any 

questions for Gerina?  If you do, let us know and we'll ask her when it comes up. 

 

Have you ever been to a race at all, an Indy car race or NASCAR race?  

 

GERINA PILLER:  It's ironic you say that because that's essentially how I met my husband.  

There's a group of NASCAR guys that we have a guy that was huge in NASCAR that comes 

to Dallas every year.  I had never been, I had just moved to Dallas, and the pit crew of Ryan 

Newman and they were like hey, do you want to go play golf with his pit crew and go to 

NASCAR?  I was like sure, I've never been.  So got to do that and that's where I essentially 

met Martin, and we went to the race and got to get our passes down in the pit there and 

watch it all go down.  So it was really cool, a really cool experience.  Last year around this 

time I got to take a lap around the speedway here, so that was really special. 

 

AL LUNSFORD:  What was the race you said that you met Martin?  

 

GERINA PILLER:  Texas Motor Speedway.  

 

AL LUNSFORD:  You might have the opportunity to go around the track again tomorrow. 

 

GERINA PILLER:  Oh, that would be awesome, yeah. 

 

AL LUNSFORD:  What are your impressions of this golf course in particular?  

 

GERINA PILLER:  I haven't seen it yet, but obviously -- 
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AL LUNSFORD:  Heard good things?  

 

GERINA PILLER:  Obviously a Pete Dye course.  Last week was a Pete Dye course so it is 

just, you kind of know his style and I don't know -- sorry, last week was not Pete Dye, 

Solheim Cup was Pete Dye.  It had smaller greens, not all one slope on the green but a few 

other slopes on the greens.  It's I think visually a little intimidating, but once you get out 

there, I think with his courses if you know kind of where to hit it, where the slopes are, I think 

that's very helpful. 

 

AL LUNSFORD:  No questions.  All right, Gerina, we'll just wrap it up there.  Thank you so 

much for joining us.  Have a great week. 

 

GERINA PILLER:  Yeah, thanks for having me. 
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