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FINAL ROUND INTERVIEW:   PAUL GOYDOS (winner, playoff)     
August 6, 2017 
 

 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Paul, victory No. 5 in a playoff here, how special is that?  This is, I believe, 

the fourth straight year you've won at least one event. 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  Yeah, this is the first Champions Tour I ever played in 2014, it's my fourth 

time here.  Yeah, they're all special but the last one always seems to be the most special, I 

don't know why the math works out that way.  But to come here, like I said a few times, this 

event, it's a community event.  You see the same people all the time, you see the lady with 

the brownies and the cookies on the fifth hole and whatnot, you see the same marshals and 

some guy who played with me in the pro-am last year is taking credit for the win.  You get to 

see the same people all the time, which is nice and 3M does a great job with community 

backing of the event.  Big crowds out here, golf course is in great shape.  It's a fun place to 

come. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  Let's go through your birdies real quick, starting at No. 1.  You went 

bogey-free over the weekend. 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  That's good, that's a tip for you guys.  Don't make bogeys. 

 

Yeah, so I birdied -- I finished birdie, birdie, birdie, eagle yesterday and then came out and 

birdied the first hole.  That's thinking hey, it's the same day.  I hit a good drive and I hit a 

good iron, and 10-footer up the hill for birdie.  Gene hit it close and made birdie also.   

 

It does, I consider myself a reasonably nervous player and that kind of tends to -- that's 

good.  Being nervous, the last thing I want to be is not nervous, quite frankly.  It kind of gets 

you in the round really quickly.  And Gene making birdie does, too.  We had the pedal to the 

metal, let's go.  It's a nice way to start the day. 

 

Actually on 2 I had about an 18-footer for birdie.  I 180'd it out after Gene made birdie there.  

I then birdied 3.  So windy today, I hit a good drive and I laid it out and I hit the 9-iron in there 

about 12 or 15 feet and made that.  That putt, I ever so slightly misread it and didn't hit as 

good a putt as I did on No. 1, but it went in.  Again, that goes back to the concept of good 

things are happening.  Those are positives.  You're not going to hit every shot perfect, you're 

not going to read every green right, you're going to have little misreads but it's kind of like 

that concept, if you have a mistake, you want to have two so they cancel each other out.  So 

I had a misread but then I kind of pushed it so they canceled each other out and I made that 

putt for birdie.   

 

5, hit a good drive and a 9-iron about four feet, and Kenny and Gene had both hit it pretty 

close and missed and I made that putt for birdie quick.  These greens, again, I can't 

remember faster greens on the Champions Tour than we played this week.  They rolled 
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great but they were quick.  Took about two minutes to get down there, went in. 

 

10, I hit a bad tee shot on 10 yesterday, and I made up for it and hit a good drive and 9-iron 

about eight feet and made that putt for birdie. 

 

11, again, hit driver, 6-iron, that's probably the most club I ever hit in that hole to about 

25 feet.  You don't want to hit it right at that pin because there's this big, I don't know, knob 

there, but of course I hit it right at the pin.  I had this, I don't know, 25-footer that probably 

broke six feet and then I hit it.  When I when I first hit, it I thought I hit it too hard, not like it's 

going to be five feet by.  Then halfway through I said uh-oh, it's going to miss low and then it 

kind of fell in over the front edge for birdie.  That's a bonus right there.   

 

I struggled, 12, 13, 14, didn't hit a green but got them up and down, those were nice things.  

15, I hit a bad putt and 16 I played like a 6 handicapper.  17, I was happy.   

 

Then 18, I drove it out there.  Didn't hit as good a drive as I would like and I kind of had an 

awkward yardage.  I'll be honest with you, it was dark and it was an uncomfortable shot, a 

little downhill lie, I was a little farther back than I would like.  In the playoff I hit it 30 yards 

farther off the tee.  When that ball got over land, I wasn't all that disappointed.  I know it was 

a 60 or 70-foot putt but that beats dropping it at 160 or 170.  My speed had been good all 

week with the putter, especially on the weekend.  Again, I stayed in my routine, I was very 

happy, I stayed in my routine, I kind of did what I needed to do.  I hit a good putt and, you 

know, it rolled down there, I don't know, six inches from the hole.  About as good a lag putt 

as I've hit.  Situationally, it's probably the best lag putt I've hit in my life. 

 

DAVE SENKO:  How far was the putt?  

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  I would say 60 or 70 feet.  I don't know, to be honest with you.  It was all 

the way across the green.  It was long enough. 

 

And then to hit it -- I mean, in that situation, like Gene made about a five or six-footer to get 

into the playoff.  A two-footer is hard.  A two-foot putt for birdie there, or Gene with an eagle 

putt is not an easy putt, and to hit it down there to where you could make it is just a 

good -- that's a good feeling.  It kind of -- it builds that confidence.  Again, and that worked in 

the playoff, I know Gene had not hit the second shot where he wanted to but he did have a 

putt for par.  I still had to hit a good lag putt.  He could make his putt and if I don't hit a good 

lag putt, we're starting all over again. 

 

I hit another really good lag putt on the 55th hole, for lack of a better word, and that was kind 

of the theme for the weekend.  I just had great speed with the putter and when you start 

making putts you don't feel like you've got to hit it five feet to make birdie, you're a little 

more -- I wouldn't use the word conservative but you're more accepting of hitting it 15 feet 

than maybe when you can't shake it in.  

 

DAVE SENKO:  What was the sequence on the playoff hole, shot sequence?  
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PAUL GAYDOS:  I hit a good drive.  I had 177 to the hole, which is a 5-iron, and there's no 

way I was hitting 5-iron after Gene hit it -- I wasn't going to hit 5-iron no matter where Gene 

hit it.  Back of the green there was fine and the downhill lie and I'm famous for hitting that 

thin and I hit it thin and it only carried by a couple of feet max.  But I hit a lot of club that you 

saw if I did mis-hit it, it -- 

 

DAVE SENKO:  What did you hit? 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  I saw it fly to the back edge.  I hit 4-iron.  Again, I think Kenny Perry would 

have hit 7-iron from where I was.  But his shot, going in the water, hitting it over the green 

would have been fine. 

 

Q.  What were your putts -- 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  The putt on 18, the eagle putt in the playoff was probably 30 feet.  It was 

one of those putts that goes up 15 feet and down 15 feet, which are always difficult.  Again, 

those are putts that I tend to struggle with.  I tend to struggle when you have to go up and 

down.  I don't mind down and up, but when you have to go up and down, again, for me to 

putt it down there four inches from the hole told me how good my speed was really all week. 

 

Q.  You say you're a nervous player? 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  I think everybody is in my profession. 

 

Q.  But Gene already in the water and you hit yours, what's going through your head 

when you hit that second shot in the playoff? 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  I thought I hit enough club to no matter it -- hit it, it would have carried.  I 

thought it would have carried by more than it did.  It may have been a function of the heavier 

air and the coolness and whatnot, but I thought it was over when I hit it.  But it's a tough 

spot.  I think if I think back I might have even hit one more club to be safe.  I remember a 

couple years ago Kenny Perry flew it into the grandstand, which wasn't a bad thing. 

 

But again, I was in my routine and this is the right club and 4-iron was the right club to hit.  I 

just didn't quite catch it, which is fine.  I play for misses, that's okay. 

 

Q.  I know you guys deal with this from time to time but did the delay do anything for 

you? 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  It wasn't a long delay.  For a second there it looked like we might not get 

back out, not enough time to finish.  That can go either way.  The wind laid down a little bit.  I 

think we played 14 and 15 without much wind.  But as it turned out it was such a short delay 

that I don't think it really affected anybody anyways. 
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Q.  When you're in a final round, are you a leaderboard watcher? 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  Yes, absolutely. 

 

Q.  So when you see that Stricker's -- 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  I knew that Gene and I were in pretty good shape and then Stricker, I 

think if he birdies the last hole he gets to 19.  I think he was 18 playing 18.  So one of us is 

going to make four, so Stricker needed to make -- I think Jobe had a putt for eagle, too, that 

might have gotten him to 19 or something.  But 19 wasn't going to win the tournament, I 

didn't think.  Geeno had 5 or 6-iron in there, we both hit it on the green.  Yeah, they make 

eagle and get to 20, that's a slightly different issue, but 20's the number you've got to get to 

regardless of Stricker or Jobey does, that's what I thought.  I think that's reasonable. 

 

Q.  We talked about this a bit yesterday after your round, but with the season the way 

it's been with last week, the way it went for you, was there any indication that -- 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  No. 

 

Q.   -- that you might be sitting up here -- 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  No.  I mean, I've won five times out here and I'm surprised by all five.  It 

wasn't like I had some great -- I was kind of like building up to here, I was just kind of like, 

[noise] zing like the space shuttle taking off at Canaveral for no apparent reason.  I did play 

well the last round at Caves Valley, and then the British was such a crazy week that I just, 

you know, that's where you just need to have that great amnesia.  Just an amnesia week.  

Other than Langer and a few guys.   

 

Show up here and I think it's a comfortable place but the first few times I played here I 

played reasonably well.  I played pretty good last year also.  But again, with me, you know, 

getting the round going and then once I got myself where I felt I had a chance to win, which 

is really prior to the eagle on -- when I was 12 under, standing on the 18th tee, I thought, 

hey, you've got 19 holes to play, I was in the hunt at that point.  How I played prior to that is 

irrelevant.  I don't know why that's the case, but it seems to be the case at this point with me. 

 

Q.  You had that six-hole stretch in the middle of the back nine where it was all pars.  

Is there any point in time where you're going -- 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  I was lucky to make all pars. 

 

Q.  You had that up-and-down on 13 out of the bunker.  Is there any point in time 

where you look at it and go, with everybody going low out here, this is a bad stretch 

for me? 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  Generally, when I'm playing a round of golf I'm going to play -- and let's 
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assume I'm playing halfway decent, say I'm having a good day, which I'm going to have 

three or four holes that are a little bit hmm, you know.  Sometimes they're -- a lot of times 

they're in a row.  I missed three greens in a row.  I foreheaded a sand wedge on 12 and 

fanned a 4-iron on 13.  14.  I didn't hit that bad a shot, just trying to make 4 there anyways. 

 

But I would guess the stroke average was a little bit lower the front nine than the back nine.  

We had kind of created some space at that point.  Par on 13's not a bad score, par on 14's 

not a bad score, par on 17's not a bad score.  I would have taken that almost every time you 

play those holes. 

 

15, I hit a good shot and just didn't -- probably hit the worst shot I hit all weekend on 15.  16, 

I hit the worst iron shot I hit all weekend by a lot but that's been my miss all year, just kind of 

get ahead of it, fan it to the right shot.  I hit three or four of them this week.  But you've got to 

stay in the moment.  I've just got to do what I've got to do.  So if I'm making pars -- and not 

like I'm not trying to make birdies -- I can't control those things.  I can't -- if Gene would have 

birdied four holes in a row there, it wouldn't have mattered what I did, I'm still not going to 

win the tournament.  I've got to kind of sense myself with what I can control.  And the reality 

is yesterday's round allowed me to have a little bit of a cushion and that's the whole concept 

of playing in the last group and having the lead is that you don't need to shoot the lowest 

score the last day to win the golf tournament. 

 

So you just play the holes as they lay.  5 under after 11 was a good start to the round, was 

probably better than average by a lot for those 11 holes.  There's regression to the mean a 

little bit going on, too.  

 

Q.  You talked about that stretch on the back side and how you like to scoreboard 

watch.  Did you sense you had to pick it up? 

 

PAUL GOYDOS:  Yeah, I thought 20 was going to be a pretty good number, maybe 21.  But 

again, I can't -- I don't know that the answer then is to force it.  He's got to hit the shots and 

let the chips fall where they may.  But again, we had a cushion.  Gene and I built a cushion, 

the first 11 holes, 12 holes of the tournament the last day to where we could make some 

pars.  Stricker might have made five pars in a row Saturday between, who knows, who 

knows where his five-hole stretch -- where it was.  Again, I would argue that's probably three 

of the eight hardest holes on the golf course are probably 13, 14, 17.  The pin on 17 was 

really unexciting because you're just going to blow it over to the right and two-putt.  And 14, 

when we played it after the wind switched a little bit, we had to play it into the wind.  13's a 

hard par 3.  I don't know that pars are that bad on that hole.  And again, we had a cushion.  
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